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Before a festive audience of friends of the
University and members of the campus commu-
nity, President Janet Dudley-Eshbach cut the rib-
bon on Salisbury University’s new $37 million
Henson Science Hall.

At 145,500 square feet, the new science
building is the largest academic facility on cam-
pus and one of the largest science buildings in
the state.

The three-story brick structure houses five
of the seven departments of the Richard A.
Henson School of Science and Technology, endowed
by the late Maryland aviation pioneer who lived in
Salisbury, and also the Guerrieri Laboratory Wing,
endowed by the Guerrieri Family Foundation of Ocean
City, supplemented by the State of Maryland’s Private
Donation Incentive Program.

“Science education has made remarkable strides
in the past 30 or 40 years, not the least of which is the
introduction of newer, safer ways of teaching from the
laboratory bench,” said University System of Maryland
Chancellor William E. Kirwan. 

“Nonetheless, all of these wonderful changes have

put laboratory space at a premium, and at many insti-
tutions there is a constant struggle for room in which
to work. I am happy to say that at Salisbury University,
however, our young people and their teachers will be
able to experience a quality education in science and
technology in a great new facility with plenty of capac-
ity. The Henson building is another indicator that
Salisbury is an innovator, and well deserving of its
national reputation for academic excellence,” said
Kirwan.

The new state-of-the-art science
hall houses the departments of
Biology/Environmental Health,
Chemistry, Physics and Engineering,
Mathematics and Computer Science,

and Geography and Geosciences. It holds 12
classrooms of various sizes including two tiered
auditoriums, 32 teaching laboratories and 20
research laboratories. 

Salisbury and the Henson School are recog-
nized nationally as leaders in undergraduate
research and its alumni have gone on to such
institutions as Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine, National Institutes of Health and Duke
University, among others. The research labs
allow for highly-motivated students to work with

faculty on self-directed projects. The “smart” class-
rooms and labs also are wired for the Internet and
computer-projection systems. In addition, the building
has student study rooms, conference rooms and 95
faculty/staff offices.

“I am very grateful to Gov. Glendening, who has
made this a truly Golden Age of building construction
for the University System of Maryland, and to Del.
Norman Conway for his constant perseverance in the

General Assembly on Salisbury University’s
behalf. We also want to acknowledge
another pair of dear friends, Richard
Henson and the Guerrieri Family, for open-
ing up new possibilities for our students,”
said SU President Dudley-Eshbach.

Sylvia Bradley, retired
SU professor and histo-
rian, has written
Salisbury: from
Normal School to
University, the first
comprehensive history
SU has published. 
Bradley began writing
an account of what was then Salisbury State College in
1974. For the next 25 years, she recorded the school’s
evolution to the present Salisbury University.

The narrative includes interviews from many who
were instrumental in the realization of a State “normal”
school to train teachers in 1925. Often insightful, often
revealing, photographs take readers back to a time when
Salisbury was known for apple orchards, Maypole
dances and formal dress in the dining hall. 

Bradley spent hundreds of hours talking with facul-
ty and staff who had been at Salisbury during the early
days. Those interviews, Bradley said, were some of the
most rewarding as she was able to piece together some
crucial turning points when administrators fought to

keep the fledgling
school open.

“It has been
interesting to see a
real continuity. We
have fought the
same battles with
some commission
or another since the
doors opened,”
Bradley said. “Even
the students, I
found, really do
change very little.”

SU History: 75 Years
In the Making
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Wenke on Salinger
Dr. John Wenke, SU professor of English, was a fea-
tured guest on the nationally syndicated public radio
show, “To the Best of Our Knowledge.” The program
looked at the life of famed fiction writer J.D. Salinger
and his legacy to American
culture. Also interviewed
with Wenke were Garrison
Keillor and Margaret
Salinger, daughter of J.D.
Salinger. Wenke is a
nationally recognized
Salinger scholar and
author of the book, J.D.
Salinger, A Study of the
Short Fiction. 

Fabulous Fall Sports
An outstanding fall sports season yielded three con-
ference championships, three NCAA Tournament
appearances and one Final Four berth for the Sea
Gulls. SU claimed Capital Athletic Conference cham-
pionships in field hockey, men’s soccer and men’s
cross country. In addition, the football team earned
its first NCAA playoff invitation in 16 years and the
field hockey team returned to the NCAA’s Final Four
for the sixth time overall and second time in three
years. In the December Director’s Cup Standings, SU
ranked 20th, placing the Gulls in the top 5 percent of
Division III schools.

Amid growing evidence of student dissatisfaction with
politics and low voter turnout, Salisbury University
recently inaugurated a unique Maryland initiative: “The

Paul S. Sarbanes Lecture Series” that will bring
to its campus some of the most promi-

nent and influential public figures in
the country. 

This new program, a coopera-
tive endeavor between U.S. Senator

Sarbanes and the University’s Institute
for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement

(PACE), will seek to counter the often stereo-
typed images young people have about politics and
politicians. “We want students, and the
community, to have an opportunity to
meet some of the people who create
today’s headlines,” said Dr. Harry
Basehart, co-director of PACE, “and we
think that they will be surprised at the
depth of insight and the level of commit-
ment of our very best public servants.” 

The yearly series was kicked off by
a special lecture by Senator Sarbanes
himself with a spring lecture to follow by a distinguished
public official.

Sarbanes Lecture Series Inaugurated NEWS WORTHY
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SU Welcomes Mfume
Kweisi Mfume, president and chief executive officer
of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), discussed “Political
Empowerment and the Civil Rights Agenda” at SU this
fall. His visit was sponsored by the University’s
Hargreaves Civic Engagement Fund, Union of African-
American Students, the student chapter of the NAACP,
the offices of Vice President of Student Affairs and
Multiethnic Student Services, and the Fulton School
of Liberal Arts.

With the recent successful completion of the
Seidel Challenge Campaign, officially launched a
little over a year ago, the Samuel W. and Marilyn
C. Seidel School Education and Professional
Studies now enjoys an endowment of some $2.5
million—on par with the founding endowments 

of its sisters
schools: the
Perdue School of
Business, the
Fulton School of
Liberal Arts and
the Henson School
of Science and
Technology.

More than half of the million dollars raised
is earmarked for scholarships, which are partic-
ularly important to the Seidels. “The real goal of
the endowment is to get good people into educa-
tion,” said the late Sam Seidel when he and his
wife endowed the school in 1997. In addition,
funds were also designated for library acquisi-
tions, equipment, and faculty recruitment and
research.

The Seidel family’s hope of attracting the
best into education comes at a critical time. By
next year, over 50 percent of Maryland’s teachers
become eligible for retirement and the teacher
shortage has prompted national headlines on
hiring efforts by desperate school systems.

SU NAACP Chapter President Tiffany Guest and 
Past-President Darren Jackson welcome Mfume to SU.

Salisbury University has vaulted into the Top Tier
rankings of the U.S. News & World Report’ s 2003
“America’s Best Colleges.” This marks the first time 
Salisbury has earned this Top Tier status. SU is ranked

in the Best Universities—Master’s category—North
region, which includes both public and private uni-
versities.

The recognition from U.S. News’ “America’s Best
Colleges,” the most popular of the annual college
ranking publications, comes on the heels of similar

kudos from other guide books and magazines in
recent weeks. Kiplinger’s Personal Finance maga-
zine, The Princeton Review’s Best 345 Colleges and
Kaplan’s Publishing’s 320 Most Interesting Colleges
all ranked SU among the nation’s best universities,
public and private.

SU Is Tops

Seidel Challenge Met $1.3 Million
TESOL Grant
Awarded
Immersion of non-English speaking students into
Delmarva classrooms has created challenges for stu-
dents and teachers. The passage of the “No Child Left
Behind” act will put added pressure with a mandate
of 100 percent pass rate on statewide standardized
tests. In response to this need, SU has secured a 
$1.3 million five-year federal grant to create the
Accelerated Career Enhancement (ACE)
M.A./Teaching English as a Second Language
(TESOL) program at
SU. “The ACE model
aims to increase the
quality and quantity of
trained graduate
degree-holding ESOL
professionals on the
Eastern Shore,” said
Dr. Anjali Pandey, who
wrote the grant.

Dr. Anjali Pandey

Samuel W. Seidel


