Requirements for Certification: School Psychologist

1. Academic Requirements:

(a) An advanced graduate specialist’s or doctoral degree in school psychology from an SCATE/NASP, APA or State Department of Education approved program; or

(b) A master’s, advanced graduate specialists or doctoral degree in either psychology, education, or human development from a state or regionally accredited institution; and

Sixty semester hours of graduate credit, 45 of which shall include graduate course work in each of the areas in the “Required” course work in the table below [asterisk (*) indicates course work may be undergraduate level].

The remaining 15 graduate semester hours may be in either “Required” or “Optional” courses listed below

Required courses:

*    1.   Tests and measurements

2. Individual intelligence testing

3. Individual educational and psycho educational assessment of children

4. Assessment of personality

5. Assessment of preschool children

6. Statistics/research methods

*    7.   Abnormal psychology

*    8.   Educational psychology

*    9.   Personality theory

10. Developmental psychology (child and adolescent

11. Counseling theory

12. Learning process/theory

13. Physiological and neurological bases of behavior

*    14.  Instructional strategies

      15. Classroom management

      16. Consultation techniques

      17. Individual counseling techniques

      18. Group counseling techniques

*    19. Special education

20. Professional issues, legal issues, standards, and ethics in psychology

Optional Courses: A maximum of 15 graduate semester hours may be from the following: assessment of infants, developmental scales, diagnostic assessment in reading and math, behavioral assessment, practicum in psychological testing (including evaluation of children) advanced statistics, critique of research, curriculum development, social basis of behavior, social psychology, psychopharmacology, family counseling techniques, interviewing techniques, organization and operations of the schools.

2. Professional Experience

(a.) Internship: A minimum of 1200 clock hours of experience in a school psychology internship; or

(b.)  Experience: Two years of successful experience providing psychological services to children in an educational setting under the direction of an individual certifiable as a school psychologist
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.10 School Psychologist

A. Definition. “School psychologist” means an individual who is certified to provide psychological services to children in a public or State-approved nonpublic school setting. The school psychologist supervises interns and psychometrists.

B. Education. As of November 1, 1992, the education requirements for certification as a school psychologist are that the applicant shall meet one of the following:

(1) Option I: Have an advanced graduate specialist’s or doctoral degree in school psychology from SCATE. American Psychological Association, or State Department of Education approved program;

(2) Option II:

(a) Have a master’s, advanced graduate specialist’s, or doctoral degree in either psychology, education, or human development from a state or regionally accredited institution; and

(b) 60 semester hours of graduate courses to include:

       (i) 45 semester h ours of graduate course work in each of the required areas in

             B(2)(c); and   

    (ii) 15 semester hours of graduate course work in either the required or 

          optional areas in B(2)(c); 

(c) The coursework areas for B(2)(b) are as follows:

	Area of Study
	Required
	Optional

	Assessment
	Tests and Measurements*

Individual intelligence assessment

   (including evaluation of children)

Individual educational assessment of children, 

    psycho educational assessment of children

Assessment of personality (including     

    evaluation of children)

Assessment of preschool children
	Assessment of Infants

Developmental scales

Diagnostic Assessment in reading

    and mathematics

Practicum in psychological 

    testing (including evaluation of

    children)

	Research 

Theory
	Statistics/research methods

Abnormal psychology*

Educational psychology*

Personality theory*

Developmental psychology (child and 

   adolescent psychology)

Counseling theory

Learning process/theory

Physiological and neurological bases of 

   behavior
	Advanced statistics, critique of 

   research

Curriculum development

Social basis of behavior, social 

   psychology

Psychopharmacology



	Intervention
	Instructional Strategies*

Classroom management

Consultation techniques

Individual counseling techniques

Group counseling techniques

Special education*
	Family counseling techniques

Interviewing techniques

	Professional Practice
	Professional issues, legal issues, standards, and

    ethics in psychology
	Organization and operations of the schools


*course work may be undergraduate level.

(3) Option III:

(a) Have a valid Nationally Certified School Psychologist certificate issued by the National School Psychology Certification Board before January 1, 1990 and a valid state School Psychologist certificate comparable to Maryland State Department of Education school psychologist certificate; or

(b) Have a valid Nationally Certified School Psychologist certificate issued by the National School Psychology Certification Board after December 31, 1989.

C. Experience. The experience requirements for certification as a school psychologist are that the applicant shall meet one of the following:

(1) Option I:

(a) 1,200 clock hours experience in a school psychology internship program approved by and under the direction of an institution of higher education which has an approved program in school psychology.

(b) The internship shall cover a broad and balanced variety of experiences in the following areas;

(i) Assessment, such as classroom observation, rating scale        procedures, standardized testing, and individualized testing;

         (ii) Indirect intervention, such as consultation;

         (iii) Direct intervention, such as counseling, modification of 

         behavior;

         (iv) School/system support, such as establishing school needs, conducting in-service sessions and research;

         (v) Special and nonspecial education students in public or Sate-approved nonpublic school settings; and

         (vi) Students in special settings such as public or state approved special education schools, clinics, or hospitals.

(2) Option II. Two years or successful experience providing psychological services to children in an educational setting under the direction of an individual certifiable as a school psychologist

