
 

                                                         
FALL 2023-Spring 2024 Graduate Assistantship 

 

Oral History of Delmarva/Digital Humanities (one position) 
 

Supervisor:  Creston Long, Director, Edward H. Nabb Research Center for Delmarva History and 

Culture, cslong@salisbury.edu; and Céline Carayon, Director, Graduate Program in 

History, cxcarayon@salisbury.edu  

 

Work Dates:  August 28th, 2022-December 11th, 2023 and January 29th, 2024-May 14th, 2024 

 

Hours/Week:  20 

 

Location:  Nabb Research Center, Guerrieri Academic Commons, Salisbury University campus, and 

various locations on Delmarva as the need may be.  

 

Application Deadline: Open until filled- Review of resumes will begin on May 1st for candidate selection by 

May 15th, 2023 

 

How to apply: Send your CV or resume and a short letter of intent (outlining the benefits of the assistantship 

for your graduate career and professional development, and the qualities you would bring to it) to Professor 

Céline Carayon, Graduate Director, History Department, cxcarayon@salisbury.edu . Particular consideration 

will be given to applications that put forward an original idea or project using the methods of oral history, 

and/or explain what possible research outcome the student intends to pursue through the assistantship (Master’s 

thesis, peer-reviewed publication, conference presentation, exhibit, etc.). In the event that campus remains 

closed because of covid-19 in the Fall, graduate assistants will be given the option of working remotely. 

 

Overview: 

History Department graduate assistants assigned to the Edward H. Nabb Research Center for Delmarva History 

and Culture within the Delmarva Oral History project, have the opportunity to contribute to an important work 

of historical preservation. Through the assistantship, students will be trained to collect and preserve oral 

memories from communities and individuals on the Delmarva Peninsula that have been historically under-

represented. Time is of the essence as many people who are still repositories of rare pieces of local history are 

often elderly. Oral History projects that could be undertaken include for instance the history and culture of 

watermen communities, farmers, African-American and Native American communities, Eastern Shore WWII 

German POW camps, veterans, craftsmen, religious life on the Eastern Shore, and much more. Students who 

complete the GA-ship will acquire skills and procedures specific to the collection, recording, transcription, and 

analysis of oral histories and the making of a new “living archive” at the Nabb Center, which they can later 

apply to their professional career. Students are expected to produce a tangible research outcome as a result of 
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the assistantship, in the form of either a substantial research paper, a conference presentation, a Master’s thesis, 

a documentary film, a public exhibit, and/or a publishable article, or similar undertakings.  

 

This position may also be used to explore the field of Digital Humanities, including but not limited to: the 

creation of digital content related to Nabb Center collections, participation in community-driven partnerships to 

promote local history through digital resources (digital “walking tours”), and experience with digitizing sources 

and building digital databases (“Enduring Connections” project).  

 

Practical information:  

The Nabb Research Center has acquired equipment for the collection of oral histories (including digital voice 

recorders). The facilities and administrative structure and paperwork necessary to conduct oral history projects 

is also fully in place, with interview agreements, archival plans, and checklists already having been developed. 

We expect most of the interviews to take place on campus (University House or Nabb Center), but in the event 

that travel is necessary, funds are available to cover driving/travel costs and the purchase of additional 

equipment. 

 

Compensation: 

This is a paid assistantship ($4,635 /semester) with tuition assistance. The appointment is contingent upon the 

student’s admission, enrollment, maintenance of minimum credit requirements, and good standing in the 

History graduate degree program at Salisbury University. The student must maintain a 3.0 cumulative GPA in 

order to retain her/his assistantship. To be eligible for the tuition waiver (not including fees), the student must 

enroll for a minimum of six credits in the fall and spring semesters (students might be allowed to take a reduced 

credit load). Tuition is waived only for graduate courses applicable toward degree requirements. 

 

About the Nabb Center: The mission of the Nabb Research Center is to cultivate and sustain the advancement of 

scholarly research through collecting, preserving, disseminating and providing access to records and artifacts 

which illustrate the rich historical and cultural heritage of the greater Chesapeake (Delmarva) region. 


