
The Envirokids Literacy Festival: 

Check Out Our Key Note Speakers! 

 

Thursday, October 7, 2021: 7:15 - 7:30 p.m.  

 

Dr. Heidi Schweingruber, Dr. Nancy Hopkins-Evans, & Dr. Margaret Honey  

A Call to Action for Science Education: Building Opportunity for the Future  

National Academy of the Sciences; sponsored by the Carnegie Corporation of New York & W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation Fund  

 

 
Dr. Heidi Schweingruber, Ph.D.  

Director of the Board on Science Education  

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine. 

 

Heidi Schweingruber, Ph.D., is the director of the Board on Science Education at the 

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine. She oversees a portfolio of 

work that includes K-12 science education, informal science education and higher 

education. Dr. Schweingruber joined the staff of the board in 2004 as a senior program 

officer. In this role, she directed or co-directed several projects including the study that 

resulted in the report A Framework for K-12 Science Education (2011), the blueprint for 

the Next Generation Science Standards. Dr. Schweingruber is a nationally recognized 

leader in leveraging research findings to catalyze improvements in science and STEM 

education policy and practice. She holds a Ph.D. in psychology (developmental) and 

anthropology from the University of Michigan. 

 

 



 

 

Dr. Nancy Hopkins-Evans  

Senior Director of State Partnerships, Instruction Partners & Committee Member, Board on Science 

Education, National Academy of the Sciences 

Nancy joined Instruction Partners as the Director of Science in December of 2018. She 

began her career as a Chemistry Professor at Rutgers University where she taught 

and conducted research. She left higher education and became the Director of High 

School Curriculum for the School District of Philadelphia in 2003 and never looked 

backed. She served in several administrative roles during her tenure there and moved 

onto K-12 positions in keeping with her passion and expertise in science at LEAP 

Academy Charter School in Camden, NJ and Mastery Charter schools, a large urban 

turnaround charter network serving communities in Philadelphia, PA and Camden, 

NJ. She believes that ALL students deserve an excellent science education and 

remains committed to ensuring this happens wherever she goes. During her free time 

she enjoys spending time with her family, reading a good book, baking, and working 

out so she can enjoy what she has baked. 

 

 

Dr. Margaret Honey  



Author & Chair, Board on Science Education, National Academy of the Sciences President & CEO 
New York Hall of Science 

Dr. Margaret Honey joined the New York Hall of Science as President and CEO in 

November of 2008. Among her current interests at the museum is the role of design-

based learning in promoting student interest and achievement in STEM subjects She is 

widely recognized for her work using digital technologies to support children’s 

learning across the disciplines of science, mathematics, engineering and technology. 

Prior to joining the New York Hall of Science, she was vice president of Wireless 

Generation, an education technology company. Earlier, she spent 15 years as vice 

president of the Education Development Center (EDC) and director of EDC’s Center for 

Children and Technology. While at EDC, Dr. Honey was the architect and overseer of 

numerous large-scale projects funded by organizations including the National Science 

Foundation, the Institute for Education Sciences, The Carnegie Corporation, The 

Library of Congress, the U.S. Department of Education, and the U.S. Department of 

Energy. 

A graduate of Hampshire College with a doctorate in developmental psychology from 

Columbia University, Margaret Honey has helped to shape the best thinking about 

learning and technology with special attention to traditionally underserved audiences. 

She has directed numerous research projects including efforts to identify teaching 

practices and assessments for 21st century skills, new approaches to teaching 

computational science in high schools, collaborations with PBS, CPB and some of the 

nation’s largest public television stations, investigations of data-driven decision-making 

tools and practices, and with colleagues at Bank Street College of Education, she created 

one of the first internet-based professional development programs in the country. From 

her early involvement in the award-winning and ground-breaking public television 

series “The Voyage of the Mimi” to her decade long collaboration on the education 

reform team for the Union City (NJ) school district, Margaret Honey has led some of the 

country’s most innovative and successful education efforts. 

Dr. Honey has shared what she’s learned before Congress, state legislatures, and federal 

panels, and through numerous articles, chapters, and books. She currently serves as a 

board member of National Academies of Sciences, Board on Science Education and on 

behalf of the National Research Council has chaired the workshop report on IT Fluency 

and High School Graduation Outcomes, and co-authored a report on Learning Science: 

Computer Games, Simulations, and Education. 

 

 

Thursday, October 7, 2021: 7:45 – 8:00 p.m. 

Black Girl in a Green World: Elevating Voices of Color for a Greener Tomorrow  

Friday, October 8, 2021: 10:30 – 10:45 a.m. Key Note Speaker: General Session: Earth’s 

Heroes Look Just Like You! 

Ms. Olivia L. Walton  

 



 

 
Ms. Olivia L. Walton 

Education Coordinator, St. Croix Environmental Association & Teaching Fellow, The Nature 

Generation 

 

Olivia Walton is an environmental educator, marine ecologist, and science writer with 

over 10 years of formal and informal science education and outreach experience. She is a 

National Geographic Educator and was recognized in 2020 as a North American 

Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) Under 30 Leader. Olivia is also 

Switzer Fellow and has been recognized as one of this nation’s leaders in driving positive 

environmental change.  

 

Her academic background was focused on natural resources, marine ecology, and 

environmental science with a B.S. from Cornell University and an M.S. from the 

University of New Haven. From teaching for U.S. Fish & Wildlife to presenting her 

graduate research to the EPA, she remains dedicated to her mission as an educator: “to 

foster a passion for celebrating and protecting the natural world through 

interdisciplinary, exploratory, and inspirational opportunities for kids of all ages and 

backgrounds; particularly the most underrepresented and at-risk members of our global 

community.”  

 

Olivia is currently a Teaching Fellow for the Nature Generation and the Education 

Coordinator for the St. Croix Environmental Association where she designs, coordinates, 

and implements educational and experiential nature-based activities for all ages and 

abilities.  

 

 

Friday, October 8, 2021: 10:45 – 11:00 a.m. Key Note Speaker: General Session 

Bienvenidos: ¡Sí, Se Puede! / Welcome: Yes, You Can!  

Dr. Francisco C. Rodriguez  

Chancellor, Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) & Committee Member, Board 

on Science Education, National Academy of the Sciences 

 



 

Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D., is the Chancellor of the Los Angeles Community College 

District (LACCD), the largest community college district in the nation with nine, 

accredited colleges, over 230,000 student enrollments, and an annual budget of $5.8 

billion serving nearly 900 square miles of Los Angeles County. 

A noted scholar, practitioner and educator-activist, Dr. Rodriguez has 30-plus years of 

experience as an educator, faculty member, and administrator within California public 

higher education. Dr. Rodriguez has dedicated his career to high-quality public 

education and championing equity and inclusion, diversity, and outreach to under-

resourced communities. In particular, Dr. Rodriguez has focused his career on 

educational policies that expand access to higher education and financial aid, advocacy 

for undocumented and low-income students and students with disabilities, and a keen 

focus on the leadership development of Latino and African American males. He 

frequently speaks on the importance of higher education, equity and leadership, ethnic 

studies, student access and success, governance and governing boards, workforce 

development, fundraising and philanthropy, and civic participation. 

Dr. Rodriguez has been very active in higher education issues on a national level. He 

serves as a STEM Education Advisory Panel Member of the National Science 

Foundation (NSF) and is the past chair of NSF’s Advisory Committee for the 

Directorate of Education and Human Resources. He is a founding member and serves 

on the Leadership Group for the Action Collaborative on Preventing Sexual 

Harassment in Higher Education, and is a former director of the Board of Higher 

Education and Workforce, both of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and 

Medicine. He co-chairs the Colleagues for Interstate Passport’s Future Advisory Group 

of the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) and also serves 

on the Task Force on Community College Apprenticeships, a collaborative workforce 

initiative between the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) and the 

U.S. Department of Labor. 

During his distinguished career, Dr. Rodriguez has received numerous awards and 

recognitions from international, national, state and local organizations for his servant 



leadership and dedicated service, including the Ohtli Award for Service and Leadership 

from the Government of Mexico; the Cal Aggie Alumni Association Jerry W. Fielder 

Memorial Service Award; the Archdiocesan Youth Employment Services Service 

Award, Los Angeles; Educator of the Year, College of Education, Loyola Marymount 

University, Los Angeles; and the Tom Bradley Local Leader of the Year from UCLA. In 

2021, he was named as one of the “LA500” most influential people in Southern 

California by the Los Angeles Business Journal. 

Born and raised in San Francisco, Dr. Rodriguez graduated from the University of 

California, Davis, with a bachelor’s degree in Chicano studies and his master’s degree 

in community development. He received his Ph.D. in Education from Oregon State 

University.  

Dr. Rodriguez is a first-generation, English-language learner, and proud son of 

immigrant factory workers. He credits his parents for instilling in him a strong work 

ethic, faith and resiliency. Dr. Rodriguez is married to his wife, Irma, a licensed clinical 

social worker and retired faculty member from Sacramento City College. His two 

children are also educators: Andres, an ethnic studies professor at San Jose City College; 

and Angelica, a third-grade teacher with the San Francisco Unified School District. 

 

Saturday, October 9, 2021: 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Key Note Speaker: General Session 

Eco-Empathy: A Key to the Survival of Our Planet  

Ms. Mary Knight 

 

Mary Knight is an award-winning author and a frequent presenter at schools and 

conferences around the country. Mary’s middle grade novel, SAVING WONDER 

(Scholastic) was the winner of the 2017 Green Earth Book Award for Children’s Fiction, 



a Parents’ Choice award, and was selected as a Notable Book for Social Studies by the 

Children’s Book Council. 

After eight years of collaboration with literacy specialist Christie McLean Kesler, Mary 

has also co-authored CoreEmpathy: Literacy Instruction with a Greater Purpose which 

was published by the National Council of Teachers of English this summer. This 

professional development book—which introduces the innovative concept of eco-

empathy—presents an exciting, new instructional approach that deepens students’ 

reading and writing skills while cultivating empathy in the classroom. 

In addition to writing and presenting, Mary mentors aspiring writers at the Carnegie 

Center for Literacy and Learning in Lexington, Kentucky. You may visit her at 

maryknightbooks.com and CoreEmpathy.com 

Saturday, October 9, 2021 1:15 – 1:45 p.m. Key Note Speakers: General Session 

Advocating for Urban Youth to Connect with Environmental Literacy  

Ms. Karen Morris Carroll  

Ms. Tuishula Wise 

 

 

Karen Morris Carroll has been in the educational field for 27 years as a middle school 

reading/language teacher and reading interventionist. Mrs. Carroll earned her B.Ed. in 

Elementary Education from Salisbury State University and holds a M.Ed. in 

Organizational Leadership and is a doctoral candidate in K-12 Educational Leadership. 

She is currently a new teacher mentor, facilitator and coach for teachers earning micro-

credentials in Social Emotional Learning, and adjunct faculty at Salisbury 

University. She is a proud member and chapter president in the education organization 

of National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc, and has a calm spirit in which she uses to 

lead her students on the path to a positive and productive life.  

 



 
 

An Eastern Shore native and a sports enthusiast, Ms. Wise has worked within Wicomico 

County Board of Ed. for 16 years. Currently, she is a third-grade teacher and a proud 

member of National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc,. Tish has partnered with Salisbury 

University in a program, Pathways to Professions, to help develop culturally diverse 

curriculums, teachers, and classrooms within the school system.  

 

 

1:45 – 2:00 p.m. Key Note Speakers: General Session (For All Grades PreK-12)  

The Emerald in the Stone: The Ernie Bond Curriculum Resource Center’s Environmental 

Collection (For Grades PreK-12)  

Professor Stephen Ford  

Education Librarian & Coordinator, Ernie Bond Curriculum Resource Center, Salisbury University 

 

  

Stephen Ford directs the Dr. Ernie Bond Curriculum Resource Center (CRC), one of the 

three Salisbury University (SU) Libraries, and has served as librarian liaison to 

departments within the SU Seidel School of Education since 2005, currently Early & 

Elementary Education, Education Leadership, and Secondary & Physical Education. 

More information can be found at http://faculty.salisbury.edu/~saford/. 

Stephen has been involved in environmental issues for years, creating and maintaining 

the SU Libraries Sustainability Resources Guide and serving on the SU Climate Action 

Plan Subcommittee tasked to develop the academic portion of the campus 2009 CAP. 

Prior to coming to SU, he was a founding member of a Richmond, VA Green Group and  

hand-built a passive solar underground house in rural Virginia. 

  

 

http://faculty.salisbury.edu/~saford/
https://libraryguides.salisbury.edu/sustainability
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