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Introductions
• Topics for Discussion
o A Quick Primer on Financial Aid
o Essential Financial Aid Resources
o The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
o Helpful Reminders for Families & Students
o SU’s Financial Aid Timeline

• A copy of the presentation will be made available on the website
o http://www.salisbury.edu/admissions/finaid/

What is financial aid?
Any combination of funds provided to students/families to help pay for expenses.
Gift Aid
• Salisbury University Grants
o

Merit & Need-Based

o

Pell & SEOG grants (annual evaluation based on FAFSA results);

o

Merit (Delegate/Senatorial) and/or Need-based (Rawlings)

• Federal grants (need-based)
• State grants & scholarships
• Third-party benefits, scholarships, etc. (check w/ provider for renewability standards)

Self-Help Aid
• Federal loans;
• Federal Work Study; and
• Private or alternative loans (credit check or endorser may be required)

Essential Financial Aid Resources
o Funding Your Education: The Guide to Federal Student Aid
• 5 page guide that provides basic information on federal student aid to help students pay for college
• https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/funding-your-education.pdf

o Federal Student Aid Website
• U.S. Department of Education website that covers topics from preparing for college, types of available aid,
how to qualify & apply for aid and managing loans after graduation
• https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
• https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2018-19-completing-fafsa.pdf
• https://blog.ed.gov/2017/09/8-steps-to-filling-out-the-fafsa-form/

o College Preparation Checklist
• Provides ‘to-do’ lists for students in junior high, every year of high school and even adult students
• https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/college-prep-checklist.pdf

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Filed electronically (FAFSA on the Web) each year;
• Used by the U.S. Department of Education to determine aid eligibility
• Available October 1st prior to the aid request year.
• MD state grants & SU priority aid requests require FAFSA by March 1;
• 8 basic steps to complete the FAFSA;
• Biggest error is not completing the FAFSA or not doing so in a timely manner; and
• Remember, there is no charge to complete the FAFSA!
*12% higher four-year college going rates for those HS counselors that provide
financial aid assistance (Heart Research Associates, 2012)

Helpful Reminders for Families & Students
o File the FAFSA not to long after October 1 no matter what your income is;
o Visit schools & talk to the Financial Aid office about available funding;
o Think about what you like to do and match that with schools, professions & salaries;
o Don’t focus on the sticker price, but at the actual net price or out-of-pocket each year;
o It’s not all about cost; consider the lifetime value;
o Scholarships, Scholarships, Scholarships…put in the work; and
o It’s never to late to start saving for college.

SU Financial Aid Timeline
October 1, 2018 – Free Application of Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) becomes available
December 1, 2018 – Application open for Salisbury University’s Academic Department & Foundation Scholarships
o

Academic Works

Mid-January 2019 - Salisbury University’s Academic & Foundation Scholarships Application Closes
o Some scholarship deadlines will run later; deadlines for each available in Academic Works
Mid-February 2019 – Incoming Freshman receive SU award packages (including federal student aid)
o

Based on Full-time schedule

o

Review Your GullNet ‘To-Do’ list for any missing documents needed to verify aid eligibility

March 1, 2019 – FAFSA submittal deadline for Maryland State Grants and priority funding requests at SU
Mid-July 2019 – Fall Semester bill becomes available; due early August 2019

We are Here to Help
Salisbury University - Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships
Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Holloway Hall, Room 213
Email: finaid@salisbury.edu
Website: http://www.salisbury.edu/admissions/finaid/
Office Phone: 410-543-6165
Office Fax: 410-543-6138
Federal Website: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
Scholarships: www.fastweb.com

