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About the Department

The Department of History offers an
invigorating learning experience that
challenges students to ask not just

what happened, but why it happened.

The past is not simply a list of facts
to be memorized, but it is a mystery
to be unveiled in much the same

way a detective solves a tricky case.
Our faculty is dedicated to helping
students discover the complexity of
the human story as it has developed
across a diverse cultural and physical
landscape over time.
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A World of Opportunities

The skills you develop in studying
history are skills that promise
professional success in the
information age. The thoroughness
of your research, the sophistication
of your analysis and the clarity of
your expression are what we assess,
in much the same way that your
employer will down the road. The
training you receive in history courses
makes you an ideal candidate for
many jobs that require problem
solving and articulate oral and
written communication. Some of our
graduates have gone on to leading
graduate programs and top law
schools in the country. Other students
have gone on to successful careers
with the FBI, museums, archives,
government agencies and other
rewarding positions.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Students who have graduated
from the History Department
have gone on to careers in:

m Archives m Government
m Teaching m Business
B Museums m Law
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“If the past has been an obstacle and a
burden, knowledge of the past is the safest
and the surest emancipation.”

- John Acton
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Thinking Globally

Our history courses encompass

all ages and cultures, offering the
Bachelor of Arts and Master of

Arts in history. Beginning with the
World Civilizations survey course,
we encourage our students to think
in a global context. We promote
active learning through research;
our students don't just read about
history in a textbook, they make
their own history by using actual
historical documents. Here, students
have the unique opportunity to read
and analyze documents ranging
from the 17th to the 20th centuries.
We also encourage our majors to
acquire knowledge and develop skills
through internships, study abroad
and individualized coursework.
Some of our interns have worked

in Washington, D.C., for example,

at the Smithsonian Institution and

at the Department of the Interior.
We promote many travel courses,
including trips to England, Scotland,
Estonia, India, China, Ecuador and Italy.

Uncovering the Past

The History Department also
administers the anthropology

track in the interdisciplinary

studies major, whose strengths in
archaeology complement the History
Department’s mission to uncover the
global past. Anthropology offers a
broad cross-cultural perspective that
provides deep insight into the human
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condition, whether the culture under
consideration belongs to today’s
ever-more interconnected societies
or to the prehistoric past. Many of
the same research and analytical
skills utilized by historians, coupled
with training in field and laboratory
methods that collect ethnographic or
archaeological data, allow students
to conduct their own research. In
addition to its historical archives, SU’s
Edward H. Nabb Research Center
houses an archaeology laboratory,
where students can gain hands-on
experience with both prehistoric and
historic artifact collections.

continued...

CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information about
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410-543-6245
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Anthropology students at Salisbury
University have helped document the
rich traditions of local communities
and have traveled abroad to excavate
Iron Age sites in Africa and live
in Andean villages. Some of our
anthropology alumni have gone on
to graduate programs in historical
archaeology, historic preservation,
anthropology, national security
and forensics. For those pursuing a
master’s degree that touches on such
fields, anthropology courses can be
taken for graduate credit. The History
Department also houses minors in
American studies and Gender and
Sexuality Studies. With a diverse
offering of courses, majors and minors,
students are certain to find an area of
interest in the History Department.

A History Laboratory

The University’s Edward H. Nabb
Research Center collects and
preserves archival material, artifacts
and books—including family history,
maps and microfilm pertaining to
the Delmarva Peninsula. Delmarva
includes the Eastern Shore of
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia and
was a gateway from the Chesapeake
Bay region in the earliest days to the

bounty and promise of America. At the
Nabb Center, students find first-hand
accounts from a long list of famous
and not-so-famous people, including
the earliest explorers, Civil War
soldiers and average Americans.

The mission of the Nabb Research
Center is to cultivate and sustain the
advancement of scholarly research
through collecting, preserving,
disseminating and providing access to
records and artifacts which illustrate
the rich historical and cultural heritage
of the greater Delmarva region. History
majors work with the faculty and staff
of the Nabb Center to produce original
research; essentially, the Nabb Center
is a laboratory for historians.

Lifelong Learning

Students have the opportunity to
develop skills normally reserved for
graduate schools at other universities.
With our emphasis on undergraduate
research, learning by doing and one-
on-one instruction, history students at
Salisbury University are sure to have a
rigorous and engaging educational
experience that will foster a love of
lifelong learning while leading to a
rewarding career.
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FACULTY

Chair
M Professor
Richard C. Bowler, Ph.D.
University of California,
Los Angeles
History of Science, Germany,
Europe

Professors

MW Céline Carayon, Ph.D.
College of William and Mary
Colonial America, France in the
Americas, Native American,
Atlantic World

W Gregory C. Ference, Ph.D.
Indiana University
East Asia, Eastern Europe,
Habsburgs

B Tom Goyens, Ph.D.
University of Leuven
U.S. Gilded Age and Progressive
Era, U.S. Labor and Immigration,
U.S. and Transatlantic Radicalism,
Anarchism

W Dean J. Kotlowski, Ph.D.
Indiana University
20th Century U.S., U.S. Politics,
Biography

W Michael L. Lewis, Ph.D.
University of lowa
Environmental History

W Maarten L. Pereboom, Ph.D.
Yale University
U.S. Foreign Relations, 20th-
Century Europe, History in Film

B Kristen P. Walton, Ph.D.
University of Wisconsin, Madison
British History, Early Modern
Europe, European Reformations
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Associate Professors
W Aston Gonzalez, Ph.D.
University of Michigan
African-American History

B Emin Lelic, Ph.D.
University of Chicago
Middle East, History of Science,
Early Modern Empires

B Creston S. Long, Ph.D.
College of William and Mary
Colonial History, Maryland

B Michael B. McCarty, Ph.D.
Columbia University
Japan, East Asia, History of War
and Defeat

M Elizabeth A. Ragan, Ph.D.
University of Pennsylvania
Anthropology, Archaeology

H Emily F. Story, Ph.D.
Vanderbilt University
History Department Chair;
Latin America, Urban History,
Environmental History

W Bart R. Talbert, Ph.D.
University of Alabama
Civil War, Military History, 19th
Century America

M Joseph Venosa, Ph.D.
Ohio University
Horn of Africa, Islam in African
History, Modern Middle East

H Belen Vicens, Ph.D.
University of Notre Dame
Medieval Europe, Legal History,
Spain, Medieval Mediterranean

Assistant Professors
H Kevin E. Birch, Ph.D.
University of Maryland
College Park
Ancient Mediterranean Studies,
Late Antiquity, Urban History,
Greek and Roman Literature

M Shruti A. Patel, Ph.D.
University of Washington
Early Modern and Modern South
Asia, Colonialism, Religious
Formations

SU is an Equal Opportunity/AA/Title IX university and provides reasonable accommodation given sufficient
notice fo the University office or staff sponsoring the event or program. For more information regarding SU's
policies and procedures, please visit salisbury.edu/equity.
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