
FLUVW YHaU SHPLQaU DHVcULSWLRQ:
Salisbury University, as a center of learning, research, culture, and community, requires a First Year Seminar for all students in their first year
(including transfer students). First Year Seminar (FYS) courses are an introduction to a Salisbury University education that encourages exploration
of relevant issues or enduring questions from multiple perspectives. The courses are content and inquiry-driven and not exclusive to one discipline
or major. For this reason, FYS courses combine learning with mentorship and a student focused approach. FYS courses address a specific topic or
theme in a way that is both rooted in the knowledge of the instructor and provides to students an understanding of the natural connections of inquiry
between disciplines. They can be used to introduce students to a contemporary or enduring problem, a geography, culture or period in time, a body
of literary or creative engagement, a sustained scientific investigation, a domain of professional practice, or a new way of thinking or knowing the
world. In FYS courses, students will acquire foundational skills and expectations for educational and professional success, as well as an increased
awareness of SU and its resources.



First Year Seminars (FYS) are designed, assessed, and approved with specific outcomes in mind.

FYS PURJUaP OXWcRPHV
FYS courses will provide opportunities to:

Ɣ Achieve the elaborated student learning outcomes (SLOs) at the lower division level.
Ɣ Become familiar with the wide range of academic and community resources available on campus to support student success
Ɣ Become aware of the value of academic knowledge, methodology, expertise, specialization, and disciplines
Ɣ Demonstrate preparedness for academic work and life
Ɣ Gain awareness of a range of topics, academic fields of study, and areas of professionalization
Ɣ Display a clear understanding of sources of knowledge and their uses
Ɣ Engage with problems of consequence through the critical analysis of materials (texts, data, images, etc.)
Ɣ Prepare for future academic challenges

In addition, the following SWXdHQW LHaUQLQJ OXWcRPHV (SLOV) must be demonstrated and assessed through the FYS course:

Ɣ CULWLcaO TKLQNLQJ: Students will be able to comprehensively analyze evidence before they create, critique, or accept an opinion, conclusion,
or determine a need for further investigation.

Ɣ OUaO CRPPXQLcaWLRQ: Students will be able to prepare, deliver, and reflect upon purposeful oral communication appropriate to the
audience, purpose, and context.

Ɣ WULWWHQ CRPPXQLcaWLRQ: Students will be able to develop and clearly express ideas through writing, in appropriate styles, by incorporating
evidence when warranted.

Ɣ IQIRUPaWLRQ LLWHUac\: Students will be able to determine the extent of information needed; access information effectively and efficiently;
evaluate information and its sources critically; use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose; and use information ethically.

Ɣ EIIHcWLYH RHadLQJ: Students will be able to extract and construct meaning by interacting with written language.
Ɣ IQWHOOHcWXaO CXULRVLW\: Students will explore a range of topics; be open minded to new ideas and ways of thinking; and be able to ask

relevant questions or develop original thoughts.



DLUHcWLRQV IRU FYS CRXUVH SXbPLVVLRQ
POHaVH SURYLdH:

1. A copy of the full course syllabus
2. A rationale (maximum 150 words per question) answering the following prompts. Each response is an opportunity to provide evidence of

alignment with outcomes. FacXOW\ QHHd QRW UHVSRQd WR HYHU\ TXHVWLRQ, KRZHYHU, UHVSRQVHV WaNHQ aV a ZKROH VKRXOd dHPRQVWUaWH
aOLJQPHQW bHWZHHQ WKH FYS SURJUaP aQd WKH cRXUVH.

a. What is the principal course topic and its intellectual value for an FYS? What fundamental questions does your course address?
b. Why is it important to teach this course?
c. How has your background, training, achievements, or other experience inspired you to design and teach this course?
d. How does this topic address the academic needs of a new SU student?
e. What consideration has been given to the diversity of students and the wide range of academic paths served by this course?
f. How does this topic seek to broaden the perspective of a new student?
g. What disciplines are relevant or connected to this course design?
h. If a student wishes to explore future aspects of this topic, what current SU courses would follow naturally from this course design?

3. The following FYS SLO Matrix completed with evidence to support the inclusion and assessment of each student learning outcome

GEOC SXbCRPPLWWHH RHYLHZ: FYS S\OOabXV, RaWLRQaOH & PURJUaP OXWcRPHV
(AQ aSSURYed cRXUVe ZLOO VaWLVf\ aOO eOePeQWV beORZ.)

YHV NR/
PaUWLaO

FHHdbacN

The course rationale is complete and well-developed.

A complete course syllabus is submitted.

FYS cRXUVH SURYLdHV RSSRUWXQLW\ WR: YHV NR/
PaUWLaO

FHHdbacN

Become familiar with the wide range of academic and community resources available on
campus to support student success.
(RaWLRQaOe PURPSW A, C, D, E, F)

Become aware of the value of academic knowledge, methodology, expertise,
specialization, and disciplines.
(RaWLRQaOe PURPSW B, C, E, G, H)



Demonstrate preparedness for academic work and life.
(RaWLRQaOe PURPSW D, E, G)

Gain awareness of a range of topics, academic fields of study, and areas of
professionalization.
(RaWLRQaOe PURPSW A, B, C, E, F, G, H)

Display a clear understanding of sources of knowledge and their use.
(RaWLRQaOe PURPSW A, D, G)

Engage with problems of consequence through the critical analysis of materials (texts,
data, images, etc.).
(RaWLRQaOe PURPSW B, F)

Prepare for future academic challenges.
(RaWLRQaOe PURPSW D, G, H)

Achieve the elaborated student learning outcomes (SLOs) at the lower division level.
(See FYS SLO¶V CRXUVe MaWUL[)

FLUVW YHaU SHPLQaU SLOV CRXUVH MaWUL[
(ALL rows or columns do not need to be filled for every SLO, however, evidence for addressing each SLO in the course must be provided)

SWXdHQW LHaUQLQJ OXWcRPH SLO defLQLWLRQV aV SUeVeQWed RQ WKe SU ZebVLWe:
KWWSV://ZZZ.VaOLVbXU\.edX/adPLQLVWUaWLRQ/acadePLc-affaLUV/JeQeUaO-edXcaWLRQ.aVS[

CULWLcaO TKLQNLQJ
SWXdeQWV ZLOO be abOe WR cRPSUeKeQVLYeO\ aQaO\]e eYLdeQce befRUe WKe\ cUeaWe, cULWLTXe, RU acceSW aQ RSLQLRQ, cRQcOXVLRQ, RU deWeUPLQe a Qeed fRU fXUWKeU
LQYeVWLJaWLRQ.

CULWLcaO TKLQNLQJ CRPSRQHQWV
Ɣ aQaO\]e eYLdeQce WR VXSSRUW RU cUeaWe LQWeUSUeWaWLRQV, aUJXPeQWV, RU cOaLPV
Ɣ LdeQWLf\ aQd aQaO\]e WKe cRQQecWLRQ beWZeeQ eYLdeQce aQd cOaLPV
Ɣ eYaOXaWe WKe VWUeQJWK aQd ZeaNQeVVeV Rf cRQcOXVLRQV aQd RSLQLRQV
Ɣ deWeUPLQe WKe VcRSe Rf eYLdeQce Qeeded fRU RULJLQaO aUJXPeQWV



WHERE RU WHEN (V\OOabXV RU
cRXUVH VWUXcWXUH)

CRXUVH CRQWHQW
(RHadLQJV &  MaWHULaOV)

CRXUVH AcWLYLWLHV
(AVVLJQPHQWV, AVVHVVPHQWV, &

AcWLYLWLHV)

SXbcRPPLWWHH EYaOXaWLRQ
(aSSURYaO RU IHHdbacN)

OUaO CRPPXQLcaWLRQ
SWXdeQWV ZLOO be abOe WR SUeSaUe, deOLYeU, aQd UefOecW XSRQ SXUSRVefXO RUaO cRPPXQLcaWLRQ aSSURSULaWe WR WKe aXdLeQce, SXUSRVe, aQd cRQWe[W.

OUaO CRPPXQLcaWLRQ CRPSRQHQWV
Ɣ SUeSaUe SXUSRVefXO RUaO cRPPXQLcaWLRQ aSSURSULaWe WR WKe aXdLeQce, SXUSRVe, aQd cRQWe[W
Ɣ deOLYeU SXUSRVefXO RUaO cRPPXQLcaWLRQ aSSURSULaWe WR WKe aXdLeQce, SXUSRVe, aQd cRQWe[W
Ɣ UefOecW XSRQ SXUSRVefXO RUaO cRPPXQLcaWLRQ aSSURSULaWe WR WKe aXdLeQce, SXUSRVe, aQd cRQWe[W

WHERE RU WHEN (V\OOabXV RU
cRXUVH VWUXcWXUH)

CRXUVH CRQWHQW
(RHadLQJV &  MaWHULaOV)

CRXUVH AcWLYLWLHV
(AVVLJQPHQWV, AVVHVVPHQWV, &

AcWLYLWLHV)

SXbcRPPLWWHH EYaOXaWLRQ
(aSSURYaO RU IHHdbacN)

WULWWHQ CRPPXQLcaWLRQ
SWXdeQWV ZLOO be abOe WR deYeORS aQd cOeaUO\ e[SUeVV LdeaV WKURXJK ZULWLQJ, LQ aSSURSULaWe VW\OeV, b\ LQcRUSRUaWLQJ eYLdeQce ZKeQ ZaUUaQWed.

WULWWHQ CRPPXQLcaWLRQ CRPSRQHQWV
Ɣ e[SUeVV WKePVeOYeV WKURXJK ZULWLQJ aSSURSULaWe fRU dLffeUeQW SXUSRVeV, aXdLeQceV, aQd VLWXaWLRQV
Ɣ cRPSaUe aQd XQdeUVWaQd dLffeUeQW VW\OeV Rf ZULWLQJ
Ɣ cRQQecW eYLdeQce WR cOaLPV LQ PXOWLSOe ZULWLQJ aVVLJQPeQWV
Ɣ effecWLYeO\ aSSO\ VWUaWeJLeV WR UeYLVe aQd LPSURYe ZULWLQJ

WHERE RU WHEN (V\OOabXV RU
cRXUVH VWUXcWXUH)

CRXUVH CRQWHQW
(RHadLQJV &  MaWHULaOV)

CRXUVH AcWLYLWLHV
(AVVLJQPHQWV, AVVHVVPHQWV, &

AcWLYLWLHV)

SXbcRPPLWWHH EYaOXaWLRQ
(aSSURYaO RU IHHdbacN)



IQIRUPaWLRQ LLWHUac\
SWXdeQWV ZLOO be abOe WR deWeUPLQe WKe e[WeQW Rf LQfRUPaWLRQ Qeeded; acceVV LQfRUPaWLRQ effecWLYeO\ aQd effLcLeQWO\; eYaOXaWe LQfRUPaWLRQ aQd LWV VRXUceV cULWLcaOO\;
XVe LQfRUPaWLRQ effecWLYeO\ WR accRPSOLVK a VSecLfLc SXUSRVe; aQd XVe LQfRUPaWLRQ eWKLcaOO\.

IQIRUPaWLRQ LLWHUac\ CRPSRQHQWV
Ɣ decLde WKe UaQJe aQd VcRSe Rf Qeeded LQfRUPaWLRQ
Ɣ acceVV LQfRUPaWLRQ effecWLYeO\
Ɣ eYaOXaWe LQfRUPaWLRQ cULWLcaOO\ aQd eWKLcaOO\
Ɣ XVe LQfRUPaWLRQ effecWLYeO\ WR accRPSOLVK VSecLfLc SXUSRVeV
Ɣ XVe LQfRUPaWLRQ eWKLcaOO\

WHERE RU WHEN (V\OOabXV RU
cRXUVH VWUXcWXUH)

CRXUVH CRQWHQW
(RHadLQJV &  MaWHULaOV)

CRXUVH AcWLYLWLHV
(AVVLJQPHQWV, AVVHVVPHQWV, &

AcWLYLWLHV)

SXbcRPPLWWHH EYaOXaWLRQ
(aSSURYaO RU IHHdbacN)

EIIHcWLYH RHadLQJ
SWXdeQWV ZLOO be abOe WR e[WUacW aQd cRQVWUXcW PeaQLQJ b\ LQWeUacWLQJ ZLWK ZULWWeQ OaQJXaJe.

EIIHcWLYH RHadLQJ CRPSRQHQWV
Ɣ e[WUaSROaWe LdeaV fURP ZULWLQJ
Ɣ aSSO\ UeadLQJ VWUaWeJLeV WR dLffeUeQW OeaUQLQJ SXUSRVeV

WHERE RU WHEN (V\OOabXV RU
cRXUVH VWUXcWXUH)

CRXUVH CRQWHQW
(RHadLQJV &  MaWHULaOV)

CRXUVH AcWLYLWLHV
(AVVLJQPHQWV, AVVHVVPHQWV, &

AcWLYLWLHV)

SXbcRPPLWWHH EYaOXaWLRQ
(aSSURYaO RU IHHdbacN)



IQWHOOHcWXaO CXULRVLW\
SWXdeQWV ZLOO e[SORUe a UaQJe Rf WRSLcV; be RSeQ PLQded WR QeZ LdeaV aQd Za\V Rf WKLQNLQJ; aQd be abOe WR aVN UeOeYaQW TXeVWLRQV RU deYeORS RULJLQaO WKRXJKWV.

IQWHOOHcWXaO CXULRVLW\ CRPSRQHQWV
Ɣ DePRQVWUaWe aQ aZaUeQeVV Rf LQWeOOecWXaO cRQQecWLRQV acURVV a UaQJe Rf dLVcLSOLQeV, SURfeVVLRQV, aQd/RU eQdXULQJ TXeVWLRQV
Ɣ FRUPXOaWe TXeVWLRQV WKaW VXSSRUW VXVWaLQed LQTXLU\, UeVeaUcK, aQd/RU cUeaWLYe SURdXcWLRQ
Ɣ FRVWeU LQcUeaVed LQWeOOecWXaO KXPLOLW\, UeVSecW fRU LQWeOOecWXaO dLffeUeQce, aQd aQ RSeQQeVV WR e[SORULQJ QeZ LdeaV RU SeUVSecWLYeV
Ɣ RefOecW cULWLcaOO\ RQ RQe¶V RZQ cRXUVe Rf VWXd\

WHERE RU WHEN (V\OOabXV RU
cRXUVH VWUXcWXUH)

CRXUVH CRQWHQW
(RHadLQJV &  MaWHULaOV)

CRXUVH AcWLYLWLHV
(AVVLJQPHQWV, AVVHVVPHQWV, &

AcWLYLWLHV)

SXbcRPPLWWHH EYaOXaWLRQ
(aSSURYaO RU IHHdbacN)


