The Assignment Question

In your paper, explain the significance of the following passage:

“The only arguments that have been put forward against [the fragments of genealogy] are—at the very best—propositions like the one we recently heard from, I think it was M.Juquin: ‘All this is very well.  But the fact remains that Soviet psychiatry is the best in the world.’  My answer to that is: ‘Yes, of course, you’re right.  Soviet psychiatry is the best in the world.  That’s just what I hold against it.’”

Michel Foucault, “Society Must Be Defended”: Lectures at the Collège de France 1975-1976.  Eds. Mauro Bertani and Alessandro Fontana.  Tr. David Macey.  (New York: Picador, 2003) p.10.

Your paper must be in the essay format and contain responses to the following questions (do not answer each question separately by numbering your responses 1, 2, … but write an essay that contains the answers):

1. According to Foucault, what is Juquin’s point (other than claiming the superiority of Soviet psychology) when he makes the above remark? Where is he coming from; what assumption is his remark based on?

2. What is the point Foucault is trying to make by his answer to Juquin (other than [perhaps ironically] agreeing with him on the superiority of Soviet psychology)? What is the main question Foucault is discussing here? Situate his remark into the context of his argument and explain what philosophical ideas lead him to make this remark.

3. Do you think that Foucault’s criticism is philosophically vigorous? Does he provide sufficient support for his claim by offering relevant evidence and sound arguments?

4. Do you find his critique reasonable? Explain.

