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Course Description: While humans have always interacted with animals, the history of moral philosophy has focused almost exclusively on human beings. When animals have been mentioned by philosophers, it has generally been to claim that they are non-rational and amoral beings whose purpose is to serve human needs and interests. This view of animals has come under serious criticism by a number of philosophers in the past 25 years, and the subject of animals and ethics is now a large and thriving area of philosophical inquiry. In this course, we will read personal narratives and philosophical theories addressing the rights and the goods involved in human/animal relationships. We will study the moral debate about animal experimentation as well as the political/legal debate about how to effectively challenge the widespread exploitation of animals. In addition, students will participate in a civic engagement project concerning proposed animal welfare legislation in Maryland. 
Texts: 
Eating Animals, by Jonathan Safron Foer

The Ethics of Animal Research: Exploring the Controversy, edited by Jeremy Garrett
The Animal Rights Debate: Abolition or Regulation? by Gary Francione and Robert Garner

The Philosopher and the Dog: Lessons from the Wild on Love, Death, and Happiness, by Mark 
Rowlands

Course Requirements:

1. Class attendance.
You are expected to attend every class, to arrive on time and to stay the entire class period. I will take roll every class. If you arrive late or leave class early, you will get credit for attending only ½ of that class. I understand that you are sometimes ill or must miss class for other unavoidable reasons, so I give you two “free” absences for which you will not be penalized. There is no need to provide excuses for these absences, but you should use them wisely by reserving them for possible illnesses or emergencies. Any absences beyond two will result in a deduction from your final grade of 2% per absence. (If you have an extended illness or emergency, please inform me as soon as possible and be prepared to provide adequate documentation.) 

2. Class preparation, participation, and written discussion points (15% of grade). 

All students are expected to do the assigned reading in preparation for class and to participate in class activities and discussions. Note that participation is not a matter of just talking a lot. Quality, effort, and a willingness to listen to and learn from others are more essential contributions. Minimally, you are expected to show courtesy and recognize the importance of classroom functions. We are in class to do philosophy together; therefore the following behaviors are unwelcome in the classroom: using/looking at a cell phone or other electronic devices, eating, resting and sleeping. If you engage in any of these behaviors, your class participation grade will suffer.  

In addition, students will be required to prepare and bring “discussion points” to class six times during the semester. (Each student will have seven assigned class meetings, and may skip one of those.) In a discussion point, you may either: (1) Identify one important idea presented in the reading, and explain the idea and/or why it is important, or (2) Raise one good philosophical question related to the reading assignment that you think the class should address, and discuss why this question is important and/or give your first attempt to answer the question. These assignments are brief (no more than 200 words), but they should reflect your careful reading and thinking about the reading, so it will take time to do them well. Students will be asked to share their discussion points with the class. Discussion points will be collected and will be an important part of this grade. They will not be accepted late. 
3. Two Experiential Reflection Papers (15% of the course grade)

Two papers will require you to engage in activities outside of class related to animal ethics. For instance, you might attend a lecture or public forum, or visit the Humane Society or the zoo. There are many other possibilities; please ask me if you are unsure about whether an activity would work or if you need ideas. You are expected to take part in this activity during this semester, and to write a reflection paper (of 750-1000 words) on your experience in light of the questions and readings we are studying. Further directions will be provided in class. Extensions will not be given except in extremely extenuating and documented circumstances. Papers will be penalized by 5% for each calendar day they are late.  
4.  Three 1500 word Essays (50% of the course grade)    
There will be formal essays due at the end of our studies of the Foer, Garrett, and Rowlands books. (See schedule below for due-dates.) Directions and essay topics (from which to choose) will be provided in class. Extensions will not be given except in extremely extenuating and documented circumstances. Essays will be penalized by 5% for each calendar day they are late. 
5. Civic Engagement Project (20% of the course grade)

In this unit we will address practical questions about what can and should be done to protect animals from cruel treatment. We will focus on the Maryland Animal Welfare Act, a legislative initiative to be introduced in 2015 to address animal welfare violations. Students will work in teams to organize and carry out a public forum on campus about this legislation. Each student will then write a 1000-word report in which they discuss and reflect on their activities, and draw their own conclusions about the Maryland Animal Welfare Act and about carrying out animal ethics. Information and specific assignments will be provided in class. 
MyClasses: Formal written assignments will be submitted on MyClasses. I will record your grades there, and you should check regularly to make sure the information there is correct. To determine your current grade at any point during the semester, you will need to calculate it using the percentages given above (or ask for my help in doing so). Simply adding up the “points” listed on MyClasses will not give you your grade.  
Writing: Through its frequent informal and formal writing assignments, this course participates in and supports “Writing Across the Curriculum” at Salisbury University. At the University Writing Center at Herb’s Place (Guerrieri University Center, Room 213), trained consultants are ready to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public. In addition to the important writing instruction that occurs in the classroom and during teachers’ office hours, the center offers another site for learning about writing. All undergraduates are encouraged to make use of this important student service. For more information about the writing center’s hours and policies, visit the writing center or its website at www.salisbury.edu/uwc.

Academic Integrity: You are encouraged to talk to others about assignments, but the work you turn in must be your own. In this class you are not expected to do any outside research—you are expected to study the course readings carefully and develop your own thoughts about them and the questions they address. I am interested in your own thoughts, expressed in your own voice. If you choose to do research using outside sources, you must cite it carefully. Please do not make the serious mistake of using papers (or parts of papers) from the Internet, or “borrowing” from other sources. I detect such papers easily. Plagiarism is a serious violation of academic integrity, and the standard penalty for plagiarism is failure for the course. If you have any doubts about whether something counts as plagiarism, please speak with me before you turn it in. As noted in the requirements above, students are asked to sign an honor pledge that the work you do is truly your own and when you rely on sources you cite them.  
Class Schedule

I plan to stick to the following dates, but will make changes to this schedule if necessary.
1. The Ethics of Eating Animals
8/26: Foer, “Storytelling”

8/28: Foer, “All or Nothing or Something Else”/Group One discussion points due. 
9/2: Foer, “Words/Meaning” and “Hiding/Seeking”/Group Two discussion points due.
9/4: Foer, “Influence/Speechlessness”/Group Three discussion points due. 

9/9: Foer, “Slices of Paradise/Pieces of Shit” and “I Do”/Group One discussion points due. 

9/11: Foer, “Storytelling”
Sunday, 9/14: Essay #1 due by midnight.
2. The Ethics of Animal Experimentation

9/16: Rollin, “Ethics and Animal Research”

9/18: Brody, “Defending Animal Research”/Group Two discussion points due. 
9/23: Norcross, “Animal Experimentation, Marginal Cases, and the 

Significance of Suffering” and Bass, “Lives in the Balance: Utilitarianism and Animal Research”/Group Three discussion points due.  

9/25: Regan, “Empty Cages”/Group One discussion points due.
Sunday, 9/28: Experiential Reflection Paper #1 due by midnight

9/30: Rowlands, “Contractarianism, Animals, and Risk” and Rowan, “Debating 

the Value of Animal Research”/Group Two discussion points due.
10/2: Engel, “The Commonsense Case against Animal Experimentation”/Group Three 

discussion points due.  

10/7: Regan, “Animal Rights Advocacy and Modern Medicine: The Charge 

of Hypocrisy”/Group One discussion points due.  

10/9: Bellon, “We’re all Animals: A Feminist Treatment of the Moral Limits 
of Nonhuman Animal Research” 
Sunday, 10/12: Essay #2 due by midnight. 
3. The Political Debate: How should we protect animals?
10/14: Introduction to Civic Engagement Project and Reading on Maryland Law

10/16: Francione, “The Abolition of Animal Exploitation,” pp. 1-40/Group Two discussion 

points due.
10/21: Francione, “The Abolition of Animal Exploitation,” pp. 40-85/Group Three 

discussion points due.

10/23: Garner: “A Defense of Broad Animal Protectionism,” pp. 103-135/Group One 

discussion points due.

Wednesday, 10/22 at 7 pm: National Aquarium Colloquium
Sunday, 9/26: Experiential Reflection Paper #1 due by midnight

10/28: Garner: “A Defense of Broad Animal Protectionism,” pp. 135-170/Group Two 

discussion points due.

10/30: “A Discussion Between Francione and Garner,” pp. 175-206/Group Three 

discussion points due.

11/4: “A Discussion Between Francione and Garner,” pp. 206-269/Group One 

discussion points due.

11/6: Epstein, “Animals as Objects, or Subjects, or Rights” (PDF)/Group Two 

discussion points due.

11/11: Civic Engagement Forum, Place and Time TBD 
Sunday, 11/16: Civic Engagement Report due by midnight 
4. What can we learn about ourselves from animals?
11/13: Rowlands, “The Clearing” and “Brotherwolf”
11/18: Rowlands, “Distinctly Uncivilized” and “Beauty and the Beast”/Group Three 

discussion points due.

11/20: Rowlands, “The Deceiver”/Group One discussion points due.
11/25: Rowlands, “The Pursuit of Happiness and Rabbits”/Group Two discussion points 

due.
11/27: Thanksgiving Break         

12/2: Rowlands, “A Season in Hell” and “Time’s Arrow”/ Group Three discussion points 

due.

12/4: Rowlands, “The Religion of the Wolf”

Thursday, 12/11: Essay #3 due by midnight  
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