CMAT 430:  Political Communication

Fall 2016 (10/4/16)
“The personal is political.”
--1960s Activist Phrase


Instructor:  Dr. Chrys Egan



E-mail: cnegan@salisbury.edu

Office Telephone: 410-677-5436 


Office: 265 Fulton 

CMAT 297-001 Communication Research

MWF 10-10:50
TE110A


CMAT 102-450 Intro to Mass Media 

MW 11:00-12:15
Nanticoke

CMAT 430-001 Political Communication

TR 12:30-1:45

TETC 279
Office Hours: 
M-F 8:45-2:45, except when in class or a meeting. You also can make appointments.
Required Readings
Darlington, P. (2014). Communication, Culture, and Community, 8th Ed., Cognilla. (CCC)
Egan, C.  (2016). Political Communication Coursepack.  SU Bookstore.
Perloff, R. M.  (2014). The Dynamics of Political Communication.  Routledge. (DPC) 
The Week.  Free online news magazine or paid subscription at www.theweek.com
Course Description:  Studies the role of media and rhetoric in political campaigns and the political process. This course explores political communication at the macro-level:  government structures, political organizations, culture, media, education, and political philosophies; plus examines the micro-level: civic engagement, grass-roots efforts, activism, community building, social influence, and personal responsibility. Students will learn how political communication applies from being a neighbor to being a global citizen.  
Honor Code:  You are expected to abide by the SU Honor Code.  All work bearing your name implies that you have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance.  If you violate the Honor Code, you will receive an F and be reported.  Consult the SU handbook on Academic Integrity.  
Attendance, Lateness, and Participation:  You need to be both active and interactive in this class.  If you do not attend class, are not prepared, or do not fully participate, you will not be given credit for the class meeting.  After two absences, your grade drops 1 point per absence.  Submit all class work on-time.  Provide documentation of any emergency.  

Students with Disabilities:  Any student needing accommodation must provide me with documentation and discuss modifications needed.

Grading

Class Participation = 10 Points:  Participation is extremely important in this course because it: keeps you active and engaged, helps you build upon each concept, and allows me to determine your understanding.  Therefore, you are expected to participate in all discussions and activities.  You must attend class and participate to earn these points.  

Coursepack and The Week Journal= 10 Points:  You will bring your Coursepack to class every day since it contains our note outlines and activities.  It also contains your reading journal connecting current news from The Week newsmagazine to topics discussed in each chapter of Communication, Culture, and Community.  Take useful notes since you can use your coursepack for the exams.  I will collect and grade the coursepack.  
Dynamics Political Communication Presentation & Paper = 10 Points:  Everyone will sign-up for a Dynamics of Political Communication chapter to help lead the class through an engaging, lively discussion on that topic (see “Leader” options on the schedule).  On your day, you will lead a 30-35 minute organized, engaging PowerPoint presentation that includes leading the class in analytical debate and discussion of the topics.  The assignment includes submitting your PPT and an academic 3-5 page paper on the topic. Details, student sample paper, and sign-up are on MyClasses.

Public Affairs and Civic Engagement (PACE) Event = 10 Points:  Our class will support events sponsored by SU’s Center for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement (PACE).  You will sign up for one event and give at least 5 hours of support such as: working with SU faculty organizers, researching the topic or public opinion, creating publicity materials, advertising the event, helping with logistics, encouraging others to attend, and attending the event yourself.  After the event, you will submit your 1-2 page paper describing your contributions and event assessment.  You are highly encouraged to attend your classmate’s PACE events for extra credit. See MyClasses for details and the PACE list of events.  
Community Engagement Event = 10 Points:  This assignment follows the format of the on-campus PACE event, with two differences: you must find a relevant civic engagement event, and this event needs to be off-campus in the community.  You will sign up for one event and give at least 5 hours of support such as: working with SU faculty organizers, researching the topic or public opinion, creating publicity materials, advertising the event, helping with logistics, encouraging others to attend, and attending the event yourself.  After the event, you will submit your 1-2 page paper describing your contributions and event assessment.  You are highly encouraged to attend your classmate’s events for extra credit. See MyClasses for details.  
Exams 1 & 2 = 50 Points:  Exam 1 covers chapters CCC 1-9 and Exam 2 covers chapters CCC 10-19.  Each exam contains 25 questions. Exams are taken outside of class on MyClasses by midnight on the due date. You are allowed your calculator and coursepack only, no additional resources or assistance from other people.
Extra Credit = 1 Point:  I love this class and hope you will too!  I am open to your ideas.  Please share any relevant media examples or attend a related event to earn an extra point.  

Grading Scale:  A=100-90
B=89-80
C=79-70
D=69-60
F=59-below

Schedule

Week 1











PACE: IDIS 280 - Race Identities in the United States 

Meeting each Monday, August 29-December 5 in TETC 153, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
T 8/30
Syllabus, Online Assignment Sign-ups, PACE Events, “The Week” 
Guest Speaker:  Sarah Surak, PACE Co-Director, smsurak@salisbury.edu
R 9/1

CCC 1 Call for Re-Engagement; Micro and Marco Level Political Communication



Guest Speaker:  Harry Basehart, Wicomico County Democratic Central Committee Member and PACE Co-Founder, hhbasehart@salisbury.edu
Week 2

T 9/6
CCC 2 Engagement in Civic Education Remains Weak
Guest Speaker:  Jacob Day, Mayor of Salisbury, MD, jacobrday@gmail.com
R 9/8
CCC 3 High Quality Civic Education:  What Is It and Who Gets It
Guest Speaker:  Carl Anderton Jr, Maryland State Delegate - District 38B Wicomico County, Carl.Anderton@house.state.md.us
Week 3

T 9/13

CCC 4 Teaching Democracy Appreciation
Guest Speaker: Tom Bunky Luffman, Deputy Mayor of Delmar, MD and Legislative Director for Delegate Carl Anderton, tomluffman@gmail.com
R 9/15
DPC 1 The Panoply of Political Communication - Student Leader:
 Nick & Andrew G
DPC 2 What is Political Communication? - Student Leader: Emily & Tom
Guest Speaker: Jacqueline Wellfonder, Press Secretary for Congressman Harris, Communications Director for Delegate Anderton, Communications Director for the Wicomico GOP, jlwellfonder@salisbury.edu
Week 4 
Student Voter Education Series
Monday, September 19: 5:00-6:15pm in Conway Hall (TETC) 152

Tuesday, September 20: 6:00-7:15pm in Conway Hall (TETC) 152

Wednesday, September 21: 7:00-8:15pm in Henson 103

T 9/20
CCC 5 Mediating Democratic Engagement:  Impact of Communications on Citizen’s Involvement in Political and Civic Life
Guest Speaker: Jamie Heater, Salisbury Arts & Entertainment District Executive Director, jamie@salisburyartsdistrict.com 
R 9/22
 
DPC 3 The Study of Political Communication - Student Leader: Melania

DPC 4 Media and Political Knowledge - Student Leader: David

Guest Speaker:  Ron Pagano, JD, CEO & Executive Director of From Roots To Wings, Inc., ronpaganojd@gmail.com
PACE: “Elections 2016” - Steven Shepard, Campaigns Editor for POLITICO

Thursday, September 22, 7 p.m.
Week 5 
Presidential Debate Watch Party
Monday, September 26, 8:30- 10:30 p.m., GUC Fireside Lounge
T 9/27
CCC 6 On the Meanings of Culture
Guest Speaker:  Sarah Meyers, President of the Democratic Club of Wicomico County, sarahmeyers3564@gmail.com
Engaging in Political Discourse Series

Tuesday, September
27, 12:00-1:00pm location TBD

R 9/29
DPC 5 Contemporary Political Socialization - Student Leader: Aaron


DPC 6 Agenda-Setting - Student Leader: Shannon

Guest Speaker: Alexander Stoner, Co-director of Multiple Dimensions of Inequality, amstoner@salisbury.edu
“Multiple Dimensions of Inequality” Lecture: “Racial Politics with Cedric Johnson”
Thursday, September 29, 6:00 p.m. Perdue Hall
Week 6 

T 10/4

CCC 7 A Culture Approach to Communication
Guest Speaker: Robert Sheehan, SU Director of Government and Community Relations, rjsheehan@salisbury.edu
Vice-Presidential Debate Watch Party

Tuesday, October 4, 8:30- 10:30 p.m., GUC Fireside Lounge, 
Engaging in Political Discourse Series

Wednesday, October 5, 12:00-1:00pm location TBD

R 10/6

CCC 8 Culture in Everyday Life & CCC 9 What is Community? Exam 1:  Ch 1-9, 10/6-10/9
Guest Speaker: Rev. John Wright, Unitarian Universalist Minister and Community Activist, john3449@sbcglobal.net
Week 7

T 10/11
DPC 7
Agenda-Building - Student Leader: Bradley

DPC 8
Framing - Student Leader: Kylie

Guest Speaker: Michele Schlehofer, SU Chair of Psychology and Salisbury PFLAG Director, mmschlehofer@salisbury.edu
PACE: Hargreaves Lecture featuring Maryland Senator Ed Kasemeyer
Tuesday, October 11th, 2 p.m., Nanticoke Room

R 10/13
Popular Culture Association in the South Conference; Work on project
Week 8



T 10/18
CCC 10 Global citizenship:  Theoretical and Pedagogical Perspectives
Guest Speaker: Stephen Ford, SU Faculty Senate President, saford@salisbury.edu 
Presidential Debate Watch Party

Wednesday, October 19, 8:30- 10:30 p.m., GUC Fireside Lounge
R 10/20
DPC 9 Behind Political News: Myths and Realities - Student Leader: DJ


DPC 10 Unpacking Political News - Student Leader: Andrew T

Guest Speaker: Maarten Pereboom, Dean of the SU Fulton School of Liberal Arts and Wicomico County Election Judge, mlpereboom@salisbury.edu
Week 9

T 10/25
CCC 11 Civic Education in the Liberal State

Guest Speaker:  Chuck Cook, Legislative Director at Maryland State and DC AFL-CIO, cooksolutions@gmail.com
R 10/27
DPC 11 Political Campaigns Past and Present - Student Leader: Pam

DPC 12 The Main Players in Political Campaigns - Student Leader: Jake

Guest Speaker: Mary Beth Carozza, Delegate, District 38C – Worcester and Wicomico, MaryBeth.Carozza@house.state.md.us
Week 10

T 11/1
CCC 12 Limits of Efficacy:  Educating Citizens 
Guest Speaker: Lisa Campbell, Director of the Wicomico Partnership for Families and Children, lcampbell@wicomicocounty.org
R 11/3
International Leadership Association Conference; Work on project
Week 11

T 11/8

Election Day; CCC 13 Building Social Capital through Civic Engagement
Guest Speaker: Laura Kordzikowski, Business Development Specialist at City of Salisbury, lkordzikowski@ci.salisbury.md.us
R 11/10
DPC 13 Nominations and the News - Student Leader: Sophie

DPC 14 Persuasion and Political Campaigns - Student Leader: Amber

Guest Speaker: Christopher Adams, Maryland State Delegate – 37 B Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot & Wicomico Counties, Christopher.Adams@house.state.md.us
Week 12

T 11/15
CCC 14 Evaluating Community Impact of Higher Education Civic Engagement;
Guest Speaker: Ronald Krisulevicz, Assistant News Director WBOC, rjkrisulevicz@salisbury.edu
R 11/17
DPC 15 Political Advertising - Student Leader: Eric
DPC 16 Presidential Debates - Student Leader: Matt

Guest Speaker Gaines Hawkins, Retired Public relations Director 
Week 13

T 11/22
CCC 15 An Unconventional Approach to Civic Skill Development and Service
Guest Speaker: Heather Duma, Deputy Constituent Services Director for Representative Andy Harris- MD-01, Heather.Duma@mail.house.gov
R 11/24
Thanksgiving
Week 14

T 11/29
CCC 16 Rebirth:  Civic Engagement from Adolescence to Adulthood
Guest Speaker:  Kathy Kiernan, <kkiernan@appienergy.com>
R 12/1
CCC 17 Civics and Citizenship in Students’ Daily Lives:  Towards a Sociocultural Understand of Civic Knowledge and Engagement
Guest Speaker:
Week 15

T 12/6
CCC 18 Service Learning as a Strategy to Promote Citizenship  
Guest Speaker: Kristina Stull, SU student participant in National Model United Nations, kstull1@gulls.salisbury.edu 
R 12/8

CCC 19 Return to Civic Engagement; Exam 2:  Ch 10-19, 12/8-12/9
Guest Speaker:
Final Exam Period:  
Tuesday, December 15, 10:45-1:15: Community Presentations; Coursepack Due
