Economics 336 – Public Sector Economics

Brian Hill

Group Paper and Presentation
Course Description:  Public economics is broadly defined as the study of the role of government in the economy.  In this class we will explore issues related to expenditure and tax policies of governments, as well as views on the purpose of government and criteria for evaluating government actions.  Various government expenditure programs and revenue sources are also described and analyzed.  

Throughout the semester, we will learn the tools needed to apply economic theory in analyzing government’s role in providing education, social security, health insurance and welfare.  Because revenues are required to provide services, the course will also provide the tools needed to analyze the efficiency and equity of various taxes as well as describe how income, consumption and wealth taxes affect an individual’s behavior.

Assignment:  Each student will be placed in a group (3 or 4 students) and the group will be required to give a presentation of material from one of the following topics: Education Vouchers, Social Security, Health Care in the United States, Welfare Policy in the United States, Taxation in the United States or Tax Reform.  The presentation should last 15 minutes and should be primarily descriptive.  The presentations are intended to provide us with an overview of specific government programs before we discuss the economic theory surrounding each policy.

Example: Topic - Welfare Policy in the U.S.
The presentation should begin by providing facts regarding income distribution in the U.S.  This should then be followed by brief descriptions of the largest welfare programs in the U.S., such as Temporary Aid for Needy Families (TANF), Supplementary Security Income (SSI), Food Stamps and Medicaid.  Information on each topic can be found in the appropriate chapters from the textbook as well as any relevant outside sources, including government websites (subject to my approval).
In addition to the presentation, each individual will be required to turn in a paper.  The paper should include the same information as the presentation as well as including any comments made during class.  Because of the public debate surrounding the programs, the final section of the paper should contain a clearly formed opinion regarding the government program taking into consideration the economic tools learned in the course.  The papers should be 7-8 double-spaced pages and typed in 12 point Times New Roman font.  The margins must be 1” on the top and bottom and 1.25” on the left and right margins.  The paper must be turned in before the end of the last class period.
