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June 16, 2008

Dear New Student:

WELCOME Class of 2012!  The New Student Reader Committee is pleased to inform you that the book selected for your class is Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer.  All new students are expected to have read this book before returning to campus in the fall. The program is designed to provide a common reading experience for incoming students, to enhance participation in the intellectual life of the campus through stimulating discussion and critical thinking around a current topic, and to encourage a sense of community between students, faculty and staff.  This is your first academic assignment at Salisbury University!

On Friday, August 29, 2008, 10:15 – 11:15 a.m., all new students are expected to attend small group discussions led by selected faculty and staff.  This is an opportunity for you to connect with members of Salisbury’s learning community and your new peers.  This book will also be used in all English 103 classes.   As you read the book think about the questions below.  The discussion leaders will expect you to respond to these questions, in addition to others, so please come prepared.

1. What motivated Jon Krakauer to reconstruct the final days of Chris McCandless so meticulously? What was Krakauer hoping to learn about McCandless, about himself, or about American society?

2. Is Chris McCandless “admirable?” Why or why not? 
3. Pay attention to the various settings of the book. Where does Chris McCandless live at various points in his life? How does he decide where to go and how long to stay? How does each new location affect him?

4. What philosophy seems to guide Chris McCandless? Does this philosophy change as he grows closer to death?

5. Explore the role that family and friends played in Chris McCandless’ life. 

6. Some people believe Chris McCandless was mentally unstable, though Jon Krakauer rejects that assessment. What do you think based on the evidence Krakauer presents in the book?

Please find on the reverse side information and guidelines for those interested in participating in the Essay and Art Contest on your reflections of the book.

