SPAN 300 Topics in Spanish: Introduction to Sociolinguistics
Spring 2009




     
      Office: 346 HH
Dr. María Luz Valdez

                

      Office hours: T, H 4:00-5:30; W 2:15-3:15;

Days: M W




       
      (W 5:55-6:20 by appointment only)
Hours: 4:30-5:45




      Phone: (410) 677-0136
Room: 127 DH





      E-mail: mlvaldez@salisbury.edu

Credits: 4

Texts: 

Silva-Corvalán, Carmen. 2001. Sociolingüística y pragmática del español. Washington, D.C:

* Readings on reserve in Library

Span 300  is an “enhanced” course; that is, a course that might traditionally be offered for 3 credit hours, but which, within the context of both the newly reformed MDFL program and the Fulton School’s overall curriculum reform initiative, is being offered here in a 4-credit context. The main purpose of the Fulton reform and the courses in it is to engage students more in the individual courses they take and, as a result, provide students with a deeper—and often more active—learning experience and encounter with the subject at hand.  All "enhanced," 4-credit courses in the Fulton School will require significantly more—and sometimes different—work than they might (or used to) require as 3-credit courses.

Course objectives
In this course students will gain an understanding of the field of sociolinguistics. We will study the way in which language is used in different social situations by different speakers.  To this end, we will refer to studies of Spanish in different Spanish speaking countries. We will also study language contact situations such as the situation of Spanish in the U.S. This course has a heavy hands-on learning component. Students are expected to work on daily assignments and readings. In their final project students will demonstrate a command of the topics studied throughout the term. 

Evaluation
Tests (1)


10%

Participation


10%

Homework


5%

Article presentation

7%

Project proposal


14% (primera entrega 5%; propuesta elaborada 9%)
Project Presentation

6%

Final Project presentation
10%

Final Paper


20%

Exam



13%

Final assessment activity
5%
Test and Exam
In each of them, you will be evaluated on the assigned book readings and articles. Refer to the syllabus for topics and readings.

Homework
There are 2 ‘tareas’ that must be turned in. Type them out and be ready to hand them in on the due dates.

Article Presentation

In pairs students will present one of the article readings assigned in the syllabus. The aim of the presentation is to provide the class with a critical review of the reading and a summary, highlighting what you think are the major points. More detailed guidelines will be given in class.

Project proposals
Students will write a proposal for their final paper. Students must meet with the instructor before they turn in their proposals. Those students who do not meet with the instructor will not be allowed to turn in their proposal. The dates for interviews will be assigned in class. Guidelines will be given timely.
Project Presentations
Students will present the progress made on their projects. Refer to the syllabus for topic and date.  

Final Project presentation
Students will present the findings of their projects as well as a survey of the main topics of the literature review.

Final paper

Students will apply their knowledge of sociolinguistics to research a particular phenomenon in Spanish.
The study will deal with a feature that presents variation among Spanish speakers. The research will include interviews. Guidelines will be given in class. 

In this enhanced course, you will be writing a carefully investigated, thought out and prepared, in-Spanish research paper at the level of a 300 level 4-credit course.  In this assignment you are expected to show your knowledge of the field of sociolinguistics. The daily enhanced assignments for the course have allowed you to develop skills and acquire the necessary knowledge to carry out this project.

This paper will require 8-10 pages of text.  It must also be accompanied by, at a minimum, 10 sources from academic texts and journals.  The student must also turn in cassette recordings of the interviews conducted as part of the research for this project.  The paper also requires a first proposal, an edited second-edition proposal, and a pre-paper annotated bibliography, all of which must be discussed one-on-one with the instructor, prior to the student writing the first draft.  (And again, both the content of the paper and the quality of the Spanish with which it is written will be evaluated as part of the paper’s grade.) 

As suggested above, this project has several stages. The first assignment consists of writing a one-page proposal. Proposals are returned to the students with comments and a grade. The comments include questions that they need to address before meeting with me to discuss and develop detailed plans for moving forward with the project. Each student will meet with me to discuss his/her proposal and the implementation of their work. In multiple subsequent one-on-one meetings we will talk about your sources, research questions, questionnaires, methodology and any related issue that pertains to the topic. Due to the fact that every student will be researching a different topic, the application of the knowledge acquired in class into a research project, and the careful preparation of said project, requires these one-on-one discussions throughout the development and completion of the project.  Students who fail to attend these mentoring meetings with the instructor will receive a lower grade due to missing the meetings themselves, but beyond that, missing these sessions will almost certainly result in a lower-quality paper.

Further details concerning the structure of and expectations associated with the paper will be distributed to students and discussed with the class, as well as in the aforementioned one-on-one meetings, a bit later in the semester.

Participation grade and student preparation

Students are expected to come to class prepared for discussions. This preparation entails that students read the assigned readings before class, complete their assignments and make contributions to discussions. Each week, there will be a number of assigned readings that ALL students are expected to read. These should be done critically BEFORE class and students should be prepared to join in the discussion. Students must write out their own outlines. This will make class discussion more dynamic and it will help students in their learning process.

Attendance
Students are allowed 3 absences. Any subsequent absence will affect the students’ grade. Half a letter grade will be deducted for each subsequent absence.

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Refer to the SU Student Handbook.

Writing Across the Curriculum
This course supports the commitment of the university to providing opportunities for students to continue to develop their ability to express themselves clearly in writing. To learn to write well and correctly in a second language also helps to develop that capacity in English.  All writing assignments in this course are designed with this philosophy in mind.
Statement about E-mail Usage

The University’s official mode of communication with students is your campus e-mail account (GroupWise).  ALL campus offices use this mode of communication.  Failure to read notices sent to your campus e-mail account is not an excuse for missing deadlines.

SPAN 300

Spring 2009
SYLLABUS (subject to change)

Enero


26
Introducción


28
T1-25 :1.1-1.4 T 36: Ej 1-3 Lengua, variación y dialectos:


Febrero

Metodología

  2
T 38-51: 2.1-2.3.8 Metodología:


  4
T52-63 Recogida de los datos 2.4; 

  9
T63-70 2.5 El estudio de actitudes

T 71- 82  2.6. Análisis de los datos lingüísticos. Presentar ejercicios.

T 83 ej 2

Teoría de la variación (I)



   11
T85-94 Teoría de la variación y sociofonología, La variable lingüística

T129-138 Variación sintáctica y morfosintáctica.

* Morales, Amparo. 1997. La hipótesis funcional y la aparición de sujeto no nominal: el español de Puerto Rico. Hispania 80, 153-165.

Tarea 1: (Entregar: Feb 18)  T83 Ej 4: elegir un estudio y analizarlo de acuerdo a Ej 4

   16
Lenguas en contacto (I)
T269-280 Lenguas en contacto y bilingüismo

* Bailey, Benjamin. 2002. Language and negotiation of ethnic/racial identity among Dominican Americans. Language in Society 29, 555-582.

   18
Investigación bibliográfica. Entregar Tarea 1


T 281-320 El español en los Estados Unidos



* Silva-Corvalán, Carmen. 2004. Spanish in the Southwest. Language in the U.S.A., Ed. by Edward Finegan and John R. Rickford, 205-229. Cambridge.

23        Primera entrega de la propuesta. 


Lenguaje y género(I)



T 96-100 Variación lingüística y sexo

*James, Deborah and Sandra Clarke. 1993. Women, Men, and Interruptions: A Critical Review. Gender and Conversational Interaction, ed. By Deborah Tannen, 231-280. Oxford University Press.
25
Test.


*Tannen, Deborah. 1986. The workings of conversational style. That’s not what I meant!,15-31. Ballantine Books.
Marzo  2 *Klee, Carol.1987. Differential language usage patterns by males and                                                           females in a rural community in the Rio Grande Valley. Language and                                                 Language Use. Studies in Spanish, Ed. by Terrell Morgan, James Lee                    and                         Bill VanPatten, 125-145. University Press of America.

(Marzo 2-9 los estudiantes se entrevistarán con la profesora para hablar sobre la propuesta. Ver instrucciones)
4

Teoría de la variación (II)
T101 Variación lingüística y edad; T103 Variación lingüística y clase social, T108-111 Fonológica y estereotipos sociolingüísticos. 

Tarea 2: T126 Ejercicio 3 (entregar marzo 9)
T138-154 La variable indicativo-subjuntivo

9

 Entregar Tarea 2
T177-185 Variación en el uso de los clíticos verbales

*Heredia, José Ramón. 1994. Precisiones sobre el leísmo (le por la). RILCE 10:2,49-62.
        11
Pronombres de tratamiento
*Jaramillo, June. 1995. Social Variation in Personal Address Etiquette. Hispanic Linguistics, 6/7, 191-224
16
Spring Break

18
Spring Break

23 Lenguas en contacto (II)



*Zentella, Ana Celia. 2004. Spanish in the Northeast. Language in the U.S.A., Ed. by Edward Finegan and John R. Rickford, 182-204. Cambridge.

IC: st. traer ejs a clase 
24 Entregar la Propuesta elaborada. 


Intercambio de códigos



*López Morales, Humberto. 2001. Actitudes hacia la alternancia de códigos en la comunidad cubana del sur de la Florida. Lexis XXV. 1 y 2: 173-190



*Zentella, Ana Celia. 1981. Tá bien, You Could Answer Me en cualquier idioma: Puerto Rican Codeswitching in Bilingual Classrooms. Latino Language and Communicative Behavior, ed. by Richard Durán, 109-131. Ablex: New Jersey.

30
*Casado-Fresnillo, Celia. 1995  Resultados del contacto del español con el árabe y con las lengua autoctonas de Guinea Ecuatorial. Spanish in Four Continents. Studies in Language Contact and Bilingualism, ed. by Carmen Silva-Corvalán, 281-292



*Garcia, MaryEllen. 2001. Siempre and todo el tiempo: Investigating Semantic Convergence in a Bilingual Dialect. Hispania, Vol.84, No. 2: 300-312 

Abril

 
1
Teoría de la variación (III)


T 111-115 Historia social, redes sociales y Mercado lingüístico; T116-126 El contexto estilístico de la variación.
*Alfaraz, Gabriela. 2005. Effects of Age and Gender on Liquid Assimilation in Cuban Spanish. Selected Proceedings of the Third Workshop on Spanish Sociolinguistics, Ed. by  Jonathan Holmquist, Augusto Lorenzino, and Lotfi Sayahi,23-29.CascadillaProceedingsProject.





6
Primera Presentación del proyecto: revisión bibliográfica, hipótesis y metodología. 


  8
Marcadores étnicos


*Weyers, Joseph. 1999. Spanish as an Ethnic Marker in El Paso, Texas. Southwest journal of linguistics 18:1,103-116.

13
Examen


15
Research day: interviews


20
Actitudes Linguísticas (I)


*Lynch, Andrew and Carol Klee. 2005. Estudio comparativo de actitudes hacia el español en los Estados Unidos: educación, política y entorno social. LEA, XXVII/2: 273-296.



IC: lo tengo 

22 Política Lingüística

*Klee, Carol. 2001. Historical Perspectives on Spanish-Quechua Language Contact in Peru. Southwest journal of linguistics, Vol 20, 1: 167-181.

27
Etnografía


*García, Maryellen. 1981. Preparing to Leave: Interaction at a Mexican-American Family Gathering. Latino Language and Communicative Behavior, ed. by Richard Durán, 195-215. Ablex: New Jersey.

29        Actitudes Lingüísticas (II)


*Gynan, Shaw. 1998. Attitudinal Dimensions of Guaraní-Spanish; Bilingualism in Paraguay. Southwest journal of linguistics, 17:2, 35-59.

Mayo
4
Presentaciones del proyecto final

6
Presentaciones del proyecto final
11
Entrega del proyecto final 
13 Reading Day

14 Final assesment activity  7:00-9:30 pm.
