SPANISH 315: SPANISH CULTURE AND CIVILIZATION 
FALL 2009
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:45 (Section 001)

Tuesday & Thursday 11:00-12:15 (Section 002)

Professor
Dr. Keith H. Brower

HH 100E
410.543.6442

khbrower@salisbury.edu

 GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ Office hours:  Monday and Wednesday 11:00-12:00, and other hours by appointment

Course goals
By the end of this course:
· You should be aware of and able to express an informed knowledge (both orally and in writing—and in Spanish, of course) about the geography, political history, cultural development, and artistic expression of Spain, from the country’s earliest history—well before it was Spain as we have  known it for the past 500 years or so—through the present.  

· You should be able to do the same with regard to many of the characteristics and practices of Spanish culture that make said culture “Spanish” and otherwise distinguish it from (North) American culture, as well as either connect it to or distinguish it from Latin American culture(s).
· All of your Spanish skills—perhaps most notably reading, but all of said skills—should be significantly sharpened.  
Texts

España y su civilización.  6a edición.  Ugarte/Ugarte/McNerney.  Boston: McGraw-


Hill, 2008.  (ISBN 978-0-07-338520-4)

The Hispanic Way.  Noble/LaCasa.  Lincolnwood, Illinois: Passport Books, 1990.  (ISBN 


978-0844273891)

Grading formula
Participation (evidence of preparation, oral and written work in class)

20%
Reading quizzes








10%
Theme/Question-based essays






10%
Movie-based essays








10%
Exam 1









20%

Exam 2









20%

Final Exam/Exit Exam







10%
Grading category details

Participation (20%):  Being, in particular, a course the purpose of which is not only the study of the culture and civilization of Spain, but also the practice—in all forms—of Spanish, you will have ample opportunity to participate in class—via answering and asking questions, making observations, working in groups, and otherwise participating in class discussion—and you will be expected to take advantage of that opportunity via thoughtful, substantive and courteous participation. 

Reading quizzes (10%):  There will be multiple and regular quizzes on the reading assignments (from the two texts), as often as virtually every day.  Some quizzes will be announced ahead of time, but most will not.  Just assume that if there is a reading assignment for x day, we will have a quiz.  Most quizzes will be multiple-choice (so as not to take up too much class time).  The quizzes will focus on the facts and details of the readings in question, not on your interpretation of Spanish history, culture, etc., so if you read—and pay attention to what you read—you should do fine (with occasional extra credit questions, some students have even averaged over 100% on these quizzes).  If you don’t read, however, these quizzes (and this grading category)—as well as class discussion (participation), exams, etc., all of which rely strongly on the readings and have done the reading on time and carefully—will show that.  
Theme/Question-based Essays (10%):  Multiple times during the semester, you will be required to address an essay theme or question the likes of which appears at the end of each chapter of the main text or might normally appear as an essay question on an exam. The essays in question might range from between a couple hundred words (in Spanish) to two to three pages.  All of the essays will be assigned as outside-of-class work.  This is both so you have the opportunity to address these themes and questions more thoughtfully and in a less-hurried and more correct Spanish and so there is more time during class and exam times for other types of discussion and questions, respectively.  The essay assignments do not appear on the course schedule listed below; they will be announced in class, and you will have anywhere from, say, the time from one class meeting to the next (for the shortest of essays/questions/themes) to a couple of weeks or more (for longer, more involved essays/questions/themes) to complete the assignment. More details regarding specific details regarding the essays (such as format, submission rules, etc.) will be provided later.
Movie-based Essays.  (10%) Twice during the semester (just before or after mid-term and following Thanksgiving) you will be required to turn in an essay on two films (one on Don Quijote and another by director Pedro Almodóvar) you have viewed outside of class (most likely in Blackwell Library).  The purpose of these essays is to have you view important films we do not have time to view in class, reflect on the films in question, and write a thoughtful essay on your impressions of each film.  I may give you some questions to address in the case of one or both films, or I may simply ask you to provide your own take or angle on each or both of the films.  More details regarding this grading category/assignment will be provided later.
Exam 1 and Exam 2 (20% each):  The first of these might be considered a mid-term of sorts, coming when it does (around mid-October), but the two exams really correspond to the half-way and end points, respectively, of our work with the main text of the course.  Information from the main text, class lectures/discussion, and the course’s secondary text will all appear on these exams.  In the past, the format of these exams has been principally one of multiple identifications and matching.  This may, or may not, be the format of these exams this semester.
Final Exam (10%):  At the beginning of the course, you will receive a sheet entitled “Examen diagnóstico” (don’t worry, it’s not really an “examen”…at least not at this point), designed to determine how much each student knows about Spain and Spanish culture as the course begins.  This sheet, containing 100+ items, will form the basis of the piece).  In this exam, you will be required to identify x number of the items in question, and your grade will be based on the percentage of those you are able to identify satisfactorily.  (And there will be a marked difference between the number of items you might be able to identify at the beginning of the course vs. the end; by the end you will have studied information that will allow you to be able to identify all of the items in question.)
Attendance, “make-ups” and other policies, etc.
Attendance:  Given the importance of participation and in-class quizzes (30% between the two categories; also see the quiz make-up policy below) with respect to the course grade, but as importantly, given the value of the discussion, as well as practice of Spanish (speaking, listening, etc.), in which the class engages on a daily basis, and given the fact that much of the information you need to consider and/or provide in order to be successful on all three exams in the course comes via class discussion (in other words, the books are not—even remotely—enough), it is essential that each student attend every class and be prepared to contribute thoughtfully to each class, as well.    
Make-ups:  Because of the nature of the reading quizzes (regarding whether you have read the material and done so on time), there will be no make-ups for missed reading quizzes.  One or two (more likely the latter) quiz grades will be dropped.
Late turn-in policy:  Essay grades will be reduced by one full letter for each day an essay is turned in late (an essay is considered late after the beginning of the class in which it is due, and additional days/grade deductions are added every 24 hours thereafter).  Computer problems, work in other courses, etc., will not be accepted as excuses for turning work in late.  Documented medical reasons or other legitimate, documented emergencies will be the only excuses that will be considered.  A suggestion: Make your schedule so that you finish a day or two early.  In that way, even if you have a last-minute computer problem, etc., you will still be able to get the work in by the time it is due. 

Submission format of outside work.  All turned-in outside work must be submitted, at the beginning of the class it is due, via hard copy; that is, no electronic submissions, unless otherwise indicated (and this may change as the semester evolves), or with special permission.
Email:  All email correspondence from me to the class (as a group) will come via GroupWise, so be sure to read your GroupWise email regularly.  (Also see the reference to verifying that you can access GroupWise via the Web, listed below under “And finally, in the case of an H1N1 flu epidemic, etc.”).  
Cell phone use:  Turn your cell phone off or set it on silent/vibrate, in case of emergency.  If you must leave your cell phone on (again on silent/vibrate) in case of potential emergencies, please have the courtesy to refrain from texting during class.  
Writing Across the Curriculum:  All writing assignments—both in-class and out—are assigned with Writing Across the Curriculum in mind.  The transfer of writing skills from one language to another enhances the ability to write well in both English and Spanish.  Evaluation of your writing will be based on both form and content.
And finally, in the case of an H1N1 flu epidemic, etc.:  In the event of a flu epidemic or other emergency that results in suspension of this class, I will be communicating with you about this course and its requirements via GroupWise email.  Students must verify that they can access their email through the Web.  To verify that you can do this, go to www.salisbury.edu and click “Campus E-mail” at the top of the page.  If you cannot access your email, see the Help Desk located in TETC 113 or go to the Website www.salisbury.edu/helpdesk/.  All revisions to assignments, quiz and exam dates, and class and grading policies that might occur during such an emergency will be communicated via email.  You will be responsible for completing these assignments in accordance with class policies. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Students are expected to complete all assignments and activities for this course in accordance with the principle of academic integrity covered in the SU Student Handbook under “Policy for Student Academic Integrity”.  At Salisbury University—and elsewhere—plagiarism and cheating are considered acts of “academic dishonesty.”  See the aforementioned section of the SU Student Handbook regarding cheating, plagiarism, and illicit collaboration, and the penalties for these offenses.  Academic integrity, it should be noted, also covers being honest about, for example, flu-related absences and just plain being honest in general with regard to all aspects of this course and your work and participation in it.
Programa*
septiembre
  1
Introducción al curso.  “Examen” diagnóstico.



  3
Imágenes de España.



  8
España 1-18; Hispanic 1-3



10
Hispanic 4-6



15
España 21-32; Hispanic 8-10



17
España 33-41; Hispanic 11-12



22
España 42-54; Hispanic 13-15



24
España 57-72; Hispanic 16-18



29
España 73-84; Hispanic 19-21
octubre

  1
España 85-93; Hispanic 22-24

6     Abierto
  8
España 94-104; Hispanic 25-26



13
Abierto


15
Examen I


20
España 107-119; Hispanic 28-29



22
España 120-130; Hispanic 30-33



27
España 131-140; Hispanic 34-36


29
España 143-155; Hispanic 39-40

noviembre
  3
España 156-169; Hispanic 43-45



  5
España 170-182; Hispanic 46-47



10
España 185-196; Hispanic 48-51



12
España 197-206; Hispanic 53, 55

17 
España 207-220; Hispanic 59-61 



19
Abierto



24
Abierto
26
Vacaciones – Día de Acción de Gracias
diciembre
  1 
Examen 2



  3
Abierto



  8
Hispanic 62-66, 69-70

10
Conclusiones 

14 
Examen final, 8:00h – 10:30h, para la sección 001 (la de las 9:30)

17 
Examen final, 10:45h – 13:15h, para la sección 002 (la de las 11:00)

*Tentativo.  Es posible, hasta probable, que haya cambios.

Nota 1: Los números asociados con España se refieren a los números de las páginas.  Los números asociados con Hispanic se refieren a los números de los temas.

Nota 2: Habrá pruebas, no anunciadas y posiblemente todos los días, sobre la lectura en España y/o Hispanic.  

Nota 3: “Abierto” arriba no significa un día libre sino un día para ponernos al día, si estamos retrasados, o para temas/cosas adicionales.

Nota 4: Las fechas de entrega para los ensayos no están en el programa arriba; se anunciarán en clase con anticipación. 

Y por fin, una nota final y super-importante: EL PROFESOR QUIERE, ESPERA, Y SUPONE QUE EL ESTUDIANTE TRABAJE UNAS 8 0 9 HORAS FUERA DE CLASE POR SEMANA, TIPICAMENTE, LEYENDO CON CUIDADO, ESTUDIANDO LO QUE (Y MIENTRAS QUE) LEE Y LO QUE HEMOS DISCUTIDO EN CLASE, CONSIDERANDO LAS PREGUNTAS PRESENTADAS EN EL LIBRO Y LA CLASE, PREPARANDO LOS ENSAYOS, HACIENDO OTROS TIPOS DE TAREA ASOCIADA CON LA CLASE, Y, CLARO, ESTUDIANO Y PREPARANDO BIEN PARA LOS EXAMENES.  ESTA CLASE SE REUNE 3 HORAS POR SEMANA, PERO ES UN CURSO POR EL QUE EL ESTUDIANTE GANA 4 CREDITOS; ASI QUE EL TRABAJO TOTAL DE ESTE CURSO ES EL DE UN CURSO DE 4 CREDITOS, Y MUCHO DE ESTE CREDITO SE GANA POR EL TRABAJO Y EL ESFUERZO Y EL CUIDADO Y EL TIEMPO QUE EL ESTUDIANTE EXPERIMENTA Y DEDICA AL CURSO FUERA DE CLASE…Y EL PROFESOR CONDUCTA ESTA CLASE CON ESTO EN MENTE, O SEA, CON ESTE ENFOQUE.     
