GERMAN 201

INTERMEDIATE GERMAN
Salisbury University

Department of Modern Languages and Intercultural Studies

Fall 2009
German 201 will meet from 05:00 – 06:15 pm TR TE 155
Instructor:

Herr Bernhard Witter
HH 112
bwwitter@salisbury.edu 
Office Hours:                         and by appointment

German 201 is an “enhanced” course: that is, a course that might traditionally be offered for 3 credit hours, but which, within the context of both the newly reformed German program and the Fulton School’s overall curriculum reform initiative, is being offered here in a 4-credit context.  The main purpose of the Fulton reform and the courses in it is to engage students more in the individual courses they take and, as a result, provide students with a deeper—and often more active---learning experience and encounter with the subject at hand.  All “enhanced” 4-credit courses in the Fulton School will require significantly more—and sometimes different—work than they might (or used to) require as 3 credit courses.  For more information on the Fulton reform and “enhanced” courses, and what both mean to you, as a student, please visit the Fulton reform student website at http:www.salisbury.edu/fulton/curref-students.html.
Texts:

*
Wie Geht's 8TH ed. by Sevin, Sevin and Bean

*
QUIA Im Sprachlabor und Zu Hause an online workbook for Wie Geht's 8th ed.  Everyone must have their own Quia  card. 

*
Pocket German Dictionary

**
English Grammar for Students of German

**
How to be a Successful Language Learner

 *        Schaum’s  Outline Series German Grammar

* - Required
** - Recommended

Objectives:
The purpose of this course is to strengthen the student's skills in the fundamentals of German grammar.  Greatest emphasis will be on reading, writing and speaking skills - in that order.  The student’s knowledge of German culture will also be expanded and will become an essential part of the enhancement portion of this expanded course.
Performance Objectives:
l.
To fine tune the spoken language.  We will continue to work on intonation and fluency in our daily work, games played in German and in the team puppet shows.  (see below)  

2.
To increase your knowledge of German grammar.  After a brief review of past chapters we will continue with chapter 8 to 11 or 12.

3.
To improve and expand your writing skills.  This will be done through your written daily work and through the writing of a composition in German. (see *)

4.             To begin to understand German culture by exploring various contributions Germans have made to the arts, literature, and modern society.

Language Lab:
Your text provides you with all of the materials you will need to complete all of the listening and speaking drills and exercises for this course.  In the library you will find a back up of these materials as well as a number of computers for you to use if you do not have access to a computer anywhere else.  You are required to use these materials as they are designed to improve your vocabulary and pronunciation.    You need not use them at any fixed time but rather at your convenience, however all work relating to a given chapter must be submitted prior to the test on that chapter.  QUIA assignment deadlines will be announced at the beginning of each chapter. These Quia assignments are the biggest part of your homework and make up roughly 60% of your home work grade.  They are made up of many parts to each of three sections per chapter.  All assigned parts of each section must be completed for full credit.  Once the deadline date has been entered into the computer it will not be reopened.   Please make sure that all of your work is submitted on time and that all of your exercises are completed.    In the event that you experience a total mechanical meltdown and cannot access your Quia account there is a workbook, CD’s and a videotape on reserve in the library.  Please xerox the pages you need and complete them to be handed in by the chapter deadline date.  The workbook exercises are roughly the same as the online exercises but are more time consuming.  Please use these only in an emergency situation.  Failure to complete these Quia assignments can mean the difference between an “A” or a “B” since their total value is equal to a test grade.  
.

A set of CD’s are on reserve in the library so that you can work on your vocabulary and pronunciation any time you are in the library.    QUIA assignments and the CD’s you will need for this semester are for Kapitel 8 – 12.

NOTE:
The exercises in your textbook with a headset beside them require the use of the CD that came in your book.

There are two exercises per chapter that require the use of this CD.  These exercises will be collected for homework.   The balance of your homework will consist of the Quia assignments and exercises assigned from the text and the enhancement papers for your culture notebook and exercises in Schaum . The box of CDs is for pattern drills and pronunciation and listening exercises.   Please use them daily.   

Daily Grades and Tests:
Each student will be given two daily grades.  One will be based on oral communication and participation in class, the other on completion of daily assignments.  There will be a number of major tests which will encompass the material discussed in each chapter.  Any additional materials covered in class will also be on these major tests.  (such as lectures and special reports)

Final Exam:
The final exam will be given on the date and time stated in the final exam schedule. 
Class Attendance:
Three excused absences will be permitted.  It is this instructor's opinion that the nature of the course is such that excessive absences will almost certainly have an adverse effect on a student's grade.   Cell phones, i-Pods and the Like are not to be seen, heard or used in this classroom.

Grading System:
Grades are based on the following scale:  A=100-90; B=89-80; C=79-70; D=69-60; 

F=59-Below.  These figures are based on a percentage of the total number of points possible in the course.

Special Reports:
1.  At various times special reports will be assigned to students. These special reports will be presented to the class and will consist of information the student has explored in his/her research of he various assigned topics for his/her culture portfolio. 

 2.  There will also be the presentation of a puppet show or a power point fairy tale that has been scripted and performed in German by teams of two students. These reports and/or little projects will be given grades as well.  

*Composition and WAC Requirement(
Homework, dictations and compositions will be assigned with “Writing Across the Curriculum” in mind.  The transfer of writing skills from one language to another enhances the ability to write well in both English and German.  Evaluation of written assignments will be based on both form and content.

 In addition to the single page typed culture essays you will be required to write in English you will also write one longer analytical composition in English on one of the Grimm fairy tales. You and a partner will also be asked to write a script for your puppet show in German.  This will be done midway through the semester and you will be given full instructions in a few weeks.

From time to time you may be asked to write a short paragraph in German which will allow me to determine how well a certain grammar point has been learned.  (ex. the narrative past).

Cultural and skills Enhancements

The following materials and assignments are designed to enhance and reinforce the grammar, vocabulary and speaking skills taught in German 201.  They are also designed to increase the student’s cultural awareness of the German speaking people.  These assignments are required and are designed to be completed largely outside of class by each student and then submitted for an enhancement portion of the grade.

Procedure:

Toward the beginning of the semester, assignments will be made from the Schaum Outline Series of German Grammar.  Students will work independently on the assigned units.  As each unit is completed it will be graded and the next unit will be assigned.  These unit assignments will give the student additional written practice using the points of grammar covered  during this semester( such as adjective endings, adverbs of time, manner and place, the narrative past, the genitive case, etc.)  Secondly, since there is a great deal of cultural material in our text that we normally would not have time to cover, each student will be required to create a culture portfolio.  In this portfolio will be gathered a series of  I to 3 page papers on the topics listed below.  All topics may be researched in the internet (even the music ones) and must be summarized in the form of a paper written in English.  Toward the end of the semester these portfolios will be collected and graded and I will pick a topic from each portfolio for the student to present to the class as a 5-minute oral presentation. The topics to be covered are listed below.

Chapter 8

1) Map out a trip across Switzerland by rail with a stop-over in at least 4 towns. List and describe the interesting towns you would stop at and why.  Mention some local events or festivals you might wish to take part in.  Be sure to include important details about your trip such as proper train arrival and departure times and the places you will be staying and their cost. More information is better than less.

2) Write a short  biography on William Tell ( 1 page)

Chapter 9 (pick 2 of the following) _

1) East  German success in the Olympics during the Cold War (1 page)

2) German achievements in a given sport today (1 page)

3) German Pop Music Scene and some examples (can be a power point)

4) A favorite German vacation spot and why (1 page)

5) Origins of German and English “old sayings” (1page)

Chapter 10

1) Watch Good—Bye Lenin on reserve in Blackwell Library and write a 2-3 page reaction paper. Be sure to include information that puts it in the proper historical perspective.

2) Write a biography on one of the composers mentioned on page 265 and listen to and identify one of his most famous works.  (1-page paper  or a power point presentation incl. the work)

3) Pick a painter mentioned on page 269 of your text and write a paper on him and include one of his most famous works (1 page and a color photocopy of the work you discussed)

Chapter 11
1) Write a paper comparing and contrasting the roles of women in German and American society today. (1 page paper)

2) Research Liechtenstein and write a paper on your findings. (1 page  paper or power point )

3) Read the Collected Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm in translation.  Pick one story and write a comparison and contrast paper between one of these stories and its English “Disney” version. ( 2- 3- page paper)

Grading Scale for the course

Your total grade will consist of the following percentages.

25% Enhancement assignments (this included your portfolio, presentation on the portfolio and the work assigned in Schaum)

50% Tests on chapters in Wie Geht”s, and puppet shows

20% Quizzes and non enhancement homework (this includes all Quia assignments both written and listening and all homework assigned in class to be turned in)

 5% Attendance and class participation
Make-up Policy:
All students are expected to make up the exams.  All exams will be made up before the final exam is given.  They will all be made up on the same day at a time and place to be stated later.  Make-up exams will not be the same as those given in class and they will, in all probability be more difficult.
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TENTATIVE WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR GERMAN 201

This schedule may be changed to better meet the needs of the class.

Week 1   Review grammar of  Kapitel 4-7

               Kapitel 8

Week 2   Kapitel 8

               Quiz on determiners

Week 3   Kapitel 8

               Schaum and Kapitel 8 Enhancements due

Week 4   Exam on Kapitel 8

                Kapitel 9

Week 5   Kapitel 9

Week 6   Kapitel 9

Week 7   Kapitel 9

               Schaum and Kapitel 9 Enhancements due

Week 8   Exam on Kapitel 9

                Kapitel 10

Week 9   Kapitel 10

               Puppet Plays Presented

Week 10 Kapitel 10

               Schaum and Kapitel 10 Enhancements due

Week 11 Exam on Kapitel 10

               Kapitel 11

Week 12  Kapitel 11

Week 13  Kapitel 11

                Schaum and Kapitel 11 Enhancements due

Week 14 Kapitel 11

Week 15 Final Exam given at the date and time listed in the final exam schedule.

