 Spanish 201.002 - Intermediate Spanish - Spring, 2012

Dr. George  Shivers			Horas de clase:  lunes y miércoles	, 4:30-5:45pm
					TETC 154
				 			
Adjunct Professor of Spanish		Office Hours:  By appointment
					Email:  grshivers@salisbury.edu
					 			

Required Textbooks (Please purchase by the second class period!)

Facetas:  Nivel intermedio by Blanco, Colbert,  3rd.  edition, 2012. 
Factetas: Nivel intermedio,  Student Activities Manual
 Purchase package deal from  Salisbury University bookstore.

When I Was a Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago.

Required Technology

Daily and reliable internet access in order to use the program supersite:  http://facetas.vhlcentral.com/
(If you have purchased a used text, you will need to contact the publisher, Vista Higher Learning,
in order to get a password for the supersite.  Tel: 1-800-618-7375

Course Description, Goals, Objectives, and Approach

Spanish 201 is an intermediate, third-semester college course.  In this course, students will review, practice, and refine their language skills from previous Spanish classes.  Additionally, they will learn and practice new structures, such as the subjunctive mood and the past tenses. While improving their four skills through grammar acquisition, students will also enhance their cultural knowledge of the United States, Mexico, Spain, Colombia, Central America and the Caribbean through readings, authentic media, and meaningful interactive activities.

Interdisciplinary in nature, Spanish 201 is designed to access culture through language.  Students can expect to learn about works of art, internationally acclaimed films, musicians, and both classic and contemporary pieces of literature.  In sync with the Five C's of the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning, the interdisciplinary nature of Spanish 201 means that the culture will be studied to make connections between and comparisons among many different types of communities.

Based on the proficiency-oriented approach to language learning, Spanish 201 will emphasize authentic language use and mastery of practical vocabulary for application to contexts such as interpersonal relationships, health and well-being, and the environment.  All four skills - reading, writing, listening, and speaking - will be exercised during each class period with the objective of steady improvement in all areas.  Practice will move from structured to open-ended activities both in class and for homework assignments.  Depending on each student's background, motivation level, and related factors, at the end of Spanish 201 a student should expect to be at the intermediate-low range of the ACTFL proficiency guidelines for all skill areas.

Course Policies

•  Absences:  Two conflict days allowed (no need to speak to me about first two) during the semester.  Third absence requires documentation to be 'excused.'  Excused absences will be for a documented family or medical emergency only.  Coming to class does not count as participation.  Participation has a separate category on one's performance in the class.  See below.

•  Make-ups:   Make-ups for exams will not be given unless there is documentation of a medical or family emergency.  Make-ups for homework, quizzes, and other graded assignments will be on a case-by-case basis, depending upon the nature of the conflict.  Never assume that you will be allowed to make-up the work!
•  Late work:  I accept late work  on a case by case basis.  In general work should be handed in no later than one week after the due date in order to be accepted.
•  Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  To familiarize yourself with SU's academic integrity policy, read the following section of the online student handbook:  

http://www.salisbury.edu/Students/handbook/08-09_23-26.pdf

SU and the Department of Modern Languages will pursue cases of academic dishonesty and plagiarism.

Assignments & Grading:  .   The semester grade will be based on a 1000 point system with points assigned according to the table below.  . If you wish to speak with me about your grade at any time, please make an appointment to see me during the consultation period (above) or before or after class.  A federal law called FERPA does not allow me to speak to you about your grades in front of other students.  All grades will be posted on MY CLASSES.

	Assignment

	Percentage

	Homework
&  Workbook Assignments
	15% or 150 points

	Classroom participation

	5% or 50 points

	
5 quizzes (20 points each)

	
10% or 100 points

	
4 Chapter tests 

	
20% or 200 points

	
Mid-term Exam

	
10% or 100 points

	
Final Exam

	
15% or 150 points

	
2 films with short reflection papers outside of 
class

	
10% or 100 points 
(50 points each)

	
Memoir by Esmeralda Santiago outside of class & work sheets(3 @ 5% each)

	
15% or 150 points
(50 points each)

	
	
100% - 1000 points




Grading Scale:

900-1000 = A
800-899 = B
700-799 = C
600-699= D
Below 599 =F

Writing Across the Curriculum

Writing, whether in Spanish or in English (for the film commentaries and the assignments on When I Was Puerto Rican, is an important part of this course and of the emphasis on writing at Salisbury University.  I encourage you to consult the University Writing Center.   At  the Center (directly above the Fireside Lounge in the Guerrieri University Center), trained consultants are ready to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public. In addition to the important writing instruction that occurs in the classroom and during teachers’ office hours, the Center offers another site for learning about writing. All students are encouraged to make use of this important service. For more information about the Writing Center’s hours and policies, visit the Writing Center or its website at www.salisbury.edu/uwc.
Exercises in the Student Activities Manual (SAM)
You will be assigned exercises in the SAM on a regular basis.  In general, we will not go over these exercises in class, however, you should feel free to raise questions in class if you have any difficulties with the SAM exercises.  I will post the answers to exercises on My Classes prior to the quiz on any given lesson, so that you may make corrections yourselves.  I will collect the SAM twice during the semester (at mid-term and prior to the last week of classes) and you will be assigned a grade (homework) solely on the basis of whether you have completed and made appropriate corrections to the assigned exercises.  Each lesson will count 5 points as part of your homework score.
El Supersitio
The text has a very fine webpage with many exercises to reinforce vocabulary and grammar, as well as listening comprehension, and to enhance cultural learning.  I urge you to make use of it on a regular basis.   I will from time to time post assignments from the site.  It will provide an excellent resource for quiz and test preparation.  If you make use of the site and have questions about any exercise, feel free to consult me by appointment to discuss your questions.
Course Enhancement Essays
At various points during the semester you will be required to write 2-3 page essays on two films and on a memoir by Esmeralda Santiago.  See the syllabus for dates.  The following films are on reserve in the library:
Como agua para chocolate (Like Water for Chocolate)
Todo sobre mi madre (All About My Mother)
El laberinto del fauno (Pan's Labyrinth)
Diarios de motocicleta (Motorcycle Diaries)

You may choose any two of these films for your essays.  Questions to guide you in writing them are available in a folder titled "Course Enhancement Activities" under "Course Content" on My Classes.
Questions are also there for each of the three assignments on the book by Esmeralda Santiago. 
Instructions for the essays indicate they are to be written in English.  You may also write them in Spanish if you wish!
Horario de clases - Primavera, 2012- Span 201

(Es posible que haya cambios durante el semester.)

enero		30	Introducción al curso

febrero		1	Lección 1

		6

		8

		13	

		15	Lección 2

		20	

		22

		27	First film commentary due 

		29	

marzo		5	Lección 3

		7

		10	

		12	Día de repaso 

		14	Examen 1 (Lecciones 1 - 3)

				VACACIONES DE PRIMAVERA, 19 - 23 DE MARZO

		26	Lección 4

		28

abril		2	

		4	
			
		9	 Second film commentary due 					
		In-class documentary film with questionnaire:  Al sur de la frontera

		11	Worksheet one due (When I was Puerto Rican - 							Santiago)

			Lección 5

		16			

		18	

		23

		25	Lección 6

		30	Worksheet two due (When I Was Puerto Rican)
			
mayo		2		

		7	Worksheet three due (When I Was Puerto Rican)

	Examen final,  el miércoles, 16 de mayo, 7:00-9:30pm
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