
Spanish 101: Introductory Spanish I  Fall 2009

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Spanish 101 is a four-credit introductory course designed to provide rich, authentic language experiences, clear grammar and vocabulary development in contextual situations with dramatic and cultural videos reflecting the Spanish-speaking world.  Workbook, Lab, and  Video manuals follow each chapter to reinforce textual material.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Blanco, José A.   ¡Adelante! UNO.  Boston:  Vista, 2009.

Alvarez, Julia.  How the García Girls Lost Their Accents.  New York:  Plume, 1992.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1.  Provide correct  pronunciation of Spanish words and correct information in Spanish

     phrases and sentences,

2.  Build student’s vocabulary.

3.  Build conversational skills based on verb forms and vocabulary familiar to the student.

4.  Provide a grasp of Spanish grammar and syntax in both oral and written forms.

5.  Explore different aspects of Spanish culture.

PERFORMANCE  OBJECTIVES:

Students will be able to perform the following end of course objectives:

1.  Pronounce Spanish words with near fluency precision.

2.  Employ proper intonation.

3.  Indicate those sounds in Spanish foreign to the English ear.

4.  Reproduce dialogues and make variations of them which fit their own immediate

     situations.

5.  Chat about selected personal experiences.

6.  Conjugate regular verbs and selected irregular verbs in the present and preterite 

     tenses.
7.  Use the present progressive tense.

8.  Write short compositions in Spanish with correct syntax.

GRADING

5  tests







              20%

Written/Aural work (Video, Lab, Workbook and other work)     15%

Classroom participation




              15%*

Final Exam (to include six chapters)                                                 20%

Final presentation-speaking




              10%

Cultural enrichment and writing



              20%

GRADING SYSTEM:

A+   97-100
B+   87-89
C+   77-79
D+    67-69
F     below 60


A     93-96
B     83-86
C     73-76
D      63-66

A-    90-92
B-    80-82
C-    70-72
D-     60-62
*The class participation grade will be assigned according to the following criteria:


Student’s attendance (including punctuality).


Student’s effort, including level of engagement in class and active participation in



group work.


Student’s ability to master Spanish sounds.


Student’s ability to respond to and ask questions in Spanish.


Student’s ability to speak for short periods in Spanish on familiar subjects.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

The best learning environment is one based on mutual respect and trust.  However, the desire to achieve a good grade without doing the necessary work may tempt some students to cheat on exams or to represent the work of others as their own.  At Salisbury University, plagiarism and cheating are wrong and are considered acts of “academic dishonesty” i.e. a deliberate and deceptive representation of one’s own work.

Instances of academic dishonesty include all, but are not limited to the following:

*** Plagiarism – presenting as one’s own work, whether literally or in paraphrase,

the work of another author

*** Cheating on exams, tests, quizzes; the wrongful giving or accepting of unauthorized

exam materials; the use of illegitimate sources of information

*** Falsifying excuses for non-attendance or completion of assignments

There are NO mitigating circumstances to justify academic dishonesty.  If you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty or plagiarism, please ask.  Ignorance is no excuse.  Discovery of academic dishonesty will bring stiff penalties, including a failing grade for the assignment in question and possibly a grade of F for the course.  The maximum penalty at Salisbury University for plagiarism is possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sake, maintain your academic integrity.  Signing off on this syllabus means that you agree to meet these expectations.

MISSED EXAMS/LATE HOMEWORK:

No late homework will be accepted.  If you will be absent the day of a written assignment, you will need to arrange for a classmate to deliver it.  No e-mailed assignments will be accepted .

Missed test or quizzes must be made up within five days.  The day of the exam counts against the five-day limit, as do weekends and holidays.  Exams not made up in the allotted time will receive a zero.  In-class quizzes and listening exercises cannot be made up.

Should a class be cancelled on a test day, students should expect that the missed test will be given the next regularly scheduled class.

ATTENDANCE:

Taking into account that circumstances arise which prevent a student from attending class, including illness, participation in an SU athletic event, family or other unforeseen emergencies, each student will be permitted 3 absences (no questions asked). Please use your absences wisely!

Each absence above and beyond the third will lower your final course grade by one grade increment.
Perfect attendance should be the goal.  Any tardy--arrival after the class has begun will result in ½ absence.

FINAL PRESENTATION:

As a part of the final speaking grade, each student will make an five-minute oral presentation in Spanish which will demonstrate his/her acquired speaking ability:

This presentation may be one of the following:


1.  Memorize a poem or short extract from a literary work.


2.  Present a dialogue with one to three other classmates.


3.  Perform a Spanish song that you have learned or created.


4.  Other ideas?  (Please see your professor).

Projects should be approved by the first class in October.


