Enhanced SP 102: 153

Elementary Spanish
M/W 5:00- 6:15 p.m.

TECT Room 154

Course dates:  August 31, 2009- December 18, 2009

Instructor:  A. Bonsteel
axbonsteel@salisbury.edu
(410) 543-6341 
Required Textbook:  ¡Adelante! Dos:  Blanco, Vista Higher Learning, 2009

Required novel:  Waiting for Snow in Havana by Carlos Eire
Online work:  Sign up to the Vista Higher Learning site using the code that comes with the text
Course goals:  

Spanish 102 bridges the novice levels and the intermediate levels of proficiency in the production of Spanish (ACTFL- www.actfl.org ).  The goals of this course include the development of both receptive and productive language skills in Spanish to communicate by receiving and providing information in day-to-day situations.  This course exposes students to a variety of situations and simulations that encourage a realistic foreign language experience.  Communication is stressed throughout the course and students will be expected to use Spanish in class at all times as this is the most important time they have for practice.  Writing in both English and Spanish will be required as part of Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) and students will complete assignments such as reflections and reports.  Students will be exposed to the culture of Hispanic people and countries around the world through elements such as music, literature, art, history and food.  
Course objectives:

1. Build students’ vocabulary for a variety of subjects

2. Build conversational skills using present and past tenses
3. Enhance proficiency of Spanish grammar and syntax in speaking and writing
4. Explore the culture through research and personal experience

5. Enhance pronunciation, reading comprehension and personal writing

Course outcomes:

By the end of the course, the students will be able to:

1. Use only Spanish to communicate in class

2. Listen to and follow directions in Spanish

3. Produce dialogues and interact with each other using vocabulary about routines, food, celebrations, health and home 
4. Ask and answer questions about the topics studied using both present and past tenses

5. Talk about likes and dislikes

6. Compare using comparative and superlative structures

7. Use the present and past tenses correctly and in the correct contexts

8. Use familiar commands to give instructions to each other

9. Use impersonal constructions with “se”

10.  Distinguish between the two past tenses and their uses (preterite and imperfect)

11. Write at least one reflection in Spanish 

12. Talk about and present cultural elements from the Spanish-speaking world

Grading:



Assessments (paper and pencil and performance):

20%



Written work (includes on-line assignments and novel):
20%


Classroom participation (see below):



15%



Final portfolio (reading, presentations, reflections, 

cultural enrichment):





15%



Final oral presentation:




10%



Final exam:






20%

The class participation grade will be assigned according to the following criteria:
· Student's attendance (including punctuality).

· Student’s effort, including level of engagement in class and active participation in group work. (Use of cell phones in class equals 0% participation for the class)
· Student's ability to master Spanish communication skills presented in the course.

· Student's ability to respond to and ask questions in Spanish.

· Student's ability to speak for short periods in Spanish on familiar subjects 
 

A=90-100   B=80-89   C=70=79  D=60-6
The portfolio includes the following:

· Reflections on two assigned and/or selected cultural activities (in Spanish)
· Responses to literature: see assigned reading (in English)
· Several short writing assignments
· Two one-minute presentations in Spanish on Hispanic music and art
The final two-minute presentation in Spanish will be on anresearch topic approved by me.
All reflections will be one page in length, word-processed and double-spaced.
Academic Integrity:  



See Student Handbook: http://www.salisbury.edu/Students/handbook/08-09/Student_Code_2008-09_23-26.pdf
The best learning environment is one based on mutual respect and trust.  However, the desire to achieve a good grade without doing the necessary work may tempt some students to cheat on exams or to represent the work of others as their own.  At Salisbury University, plagiarism and cheating are wrong and are considered acts of “academic dishonesty” i.e. a deliberate and deceptive representation of one’s own work.
Instances of academic dishonesty include all, but are not limited to the following:

 *** Plagiarism – presenting as one’s own work, whether literally or in paraphrase, the work of another author

 *** Cheating on exams, tests, quizzes; the wrongful giving or accepting of unauthorized exam materials; the use of illegitimate sources of information

 *** Falsifying excuses for non-attendance or completion of assignments

 There are NO mitigating circumstances to justify academic dishonesty.  If you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty or plagiarism, please ask.  Ignorance is no excuse.  Discovery of academic dishonesty will bring stiff penalties, including a failing grade for the assignment in question and possibly a grade of F for the course.  The maximum penalty at Salisbury University for plagiarism is possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sake, maintain your academic integrity.  Signing off on this syllabus means that you agree to meet these expectations.

Missed exams/ late homework:

No late homework will be accepted. If you will be absent the day of a written assignment, you will need to arrange for a classmate to deliver it. No e-mailed assignments will be accepted.

 Missed tests or quizzes must be made up within five days. The day of the exam counts against the five-day limit, as do weekends/holidays.  The missed exam day also counts against the student’s total number of absences.  Students will be given a different exam.  Exams not made up after five days will receive a zero. 

 Should classes be cancelled on a test day, students should expect that the missed test will be given the next regularly scheduled class.

Attendance:  
•   Three conflict absences allowed (no need to speak to me about the first three); thereafter, final course grade is lowered by 10 points per absence if no documentation is provided.  

•   Habitual tardiness counted as one or more absences at my discretion.

•   Make-ups for documented family emergency or documented illness only.  I always confirm the validity of your documentation.  Make-ups are never assumed as a “given,” and you must go through a formal verification process before I can grant your request.   


