Discussion Questions for
Roya Hakakian’s Journey from the Land of No: A Girlhood in Revolutionary Iran
1. To what does the title, Journey from the Land of No, refer? Does  the title aptly describe Hakakian’s journey? 

2. Hakakian has multiple identities that simultaneously work together and conflict with one another.  She is a woman in a country where the rights and freedoms of women are dissipating; she is a daughter, a Jew, an Iranian, a writer.  Can you relate to any of the multiple identities characterized in Hakakian’s memoir? In what ways has your identity and life been constructed by your many identities?  

3. Much of Roya’s girlhood is spent in the company of women who define and shape her future. She writes: “The women before us were Grandmother, Aunt Zarrin, and Mother, and where were they now? At motherhood. . . .They served the family freshly cooked meals while they stayed in the kitchen and ate yesterday’s leftovers. After meals, the men slipped in to their pajamas and napped. The women cleared plates and swept around bodies like nurses in an infirmary tending to comatose patients. Pain was their closest companion… “ (74 -75). In what ways did Roya conform to and or defy this destiny? How did her environment, her family, and her goals compete with the traditional roles of women? 

4. Roya describes herself as having a love affair with the Revolution. To what extent is she a reliable narrator as she describes this love affair? Are there any points in the text where she is not believable? Why or why not? 

5. When Roya’s  father reacts to the swastika and anti-Semitic writing outside of their home (134),  Roya turns to writing.  In what ways does writing become a vehicle for expression of Roya’s story, perspective, and historical context of Pre and Post Revolutionary Iran?  Is it an effective vehicle? How so? 

6. In what ways does Hakakian’s memoir, her characterization of living in a Muslim land, challenge and complicate your preconceived ideas about the Muslim world? 

7. How does Hakakian’s memoir reflect how America is perceived by the Muslim world? 

