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(Note to Facilitators:  This approach to facilitating discussion of Journey from the Land of No draws on theory of promoting cross-cultural understanding through literature.  Most theorists recommend helping the reader see the connections between self and the other represented in the text.  They also suggest that a teacher’s purpose, when guiding students’ initial encounters with multicultural literature is to open a space for students to explore their own existing and developing attitudes, rather than to use the literature as a vehicle for pre-determined cultural lessons.

It also attempts to explore connections between political events across time and space, questioning similarities and differences between the responses of citizenry to events in Iran in 1979;  to the Iranian results in the summer of 2009; and as seen in town hall meetings recently, in reaction to the proposed health care reform in the U.S.)

Four Corners Activity
	PART I--Prompt:  
During the 1970s, Roya Hakakian and her family had to decide how to cope with the repression they experienced, first under the Shah, and then under the Ayatollah Khomeini.  The signs in the corners of the room represent some of the options Roya and her family considered and took.
Move to the corner of the room that best represents the response you would be MOST LIKELY to make if you felt deeply disturbed by—perhaps even threatened by—actions taken by your government:

	Learn as much as you can,
get involved in protests, even if doing so could endanger you







	Privately ponder your opinions, using reading and writing as your tools of inquiry.

	



As soon as possible, move to a different country.
	

Ignore the political events and simply live your life in the best way possible.


PART II:  
(a) Discuss your choice with others in your group.  Examine what aspects of personality, family and community and experience might have contributed to your decision.  Compare the advantages/disadvantages of your choice.
(b) Share group ideas with other groups, for further comparison.

PART III:  Use personal responses to draw some conclusions about the choices made by the Hakakian family.  What circumstances of their lives might explain why they made the choices Roya describes for herself, her brothers, her parents, her aunts/uncles/cousins, and her neighbors (Z’s family, in particular).
--How do you feel about (goal—try to understand the experiences & motivations of the Iranians)
· Farah’s shift from her stand of independent decision-making to agreeing to a marriage she did not want?
· The Hakakian’s decision to send their sons to the U.S.?
· The family’s extremely negative reaction to Uncle Ardi’s engagement to a Muslim woman?
· Bibi’s decision to speak out publicly and risk imprisonment?
· Z’s decision to stay in Iran and raise a family?

(Note to Facilitators:  At this point, questions can be posed to get students to consider cultural differences between Iran and the United States, and to ask about their knowledge of current conditions and events in both countries.  To further explore similarities and differences between Iran, 1979, and Iran, 2009, you may want to ask students to compare what they see in these videos of protests during those respective time periods:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6-ss8vwQwU&feature=related
     collage of footage from 1979 revolution:  some images of events and sights noted in book
		(notable is the sense of jubilation…)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcHT8-ps64w
    BBC report, from June, 2009 – first 3 minutes

To make connections to the political process in the U.S., you could also use the following video clips related to this summer’s town hall meetings.  You could ask students to compare and evaluate the opportunity and forum for public opinion in our democracy, as well as questioning what responsibilities leaders and citizens have, in a government for the people, of the people, and by the people.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXI1tM8vJdU
      Tampa Town Hall meeting:  disruption, much by senior citizens

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWXUoUx2fzA
      Chris Matthews interviewing 2 Congressmen on citizens’ right to bring guns to town hall meetings

PART IV:  What did we learn from reading and discussing this book?

Early in her life, Roya’s brother Javid tells her, “You can’t miss a single thing that happens in a book or in life” (p. 32).  He also tells her, “You must always think” (p. 39).  

	Possible thread to follow, related to these quotes

· At the end of the book, Roya Hakakian learns that one of the “pivotal legends that had…ignited the revolution had been nothing but a hoax” (p. 229).  The writer, Samad Behrangi, had not been murdered by the government; revolutionaries had simply capitalized on the event to inflame the citizenry.  How is her discovery related to her brother’s advice?  What evidence might one use to “think” about where truth lies?  (This can be related to political debate in Iran or our own country; it can also be related to the critical thinking they’ll be expected to do during their career at Salisbury.
	







