
SALISBURY UNIVERSITY NEW STUDENT READER PROGRAM 2009
Discussion Facilitator Training Session

 Tuesday, August 25, 2009

CURRENT AS OF 8/24/2009

Journey From the Land of No: A Girlhood Caught in Revolutionary Iran by Roya Hakakian
Agenda

11:45 – 12:00 
Faculty Development workshop attendees can pick up a boxed lunch there, if so desired.

Anyone can go through the line at the Commons. Someone will be at the cash registers with lunch tickets starting at 11:45. Please be sure to allow yourself enough time.

12:00-12:10
Lunch and seating in the Somerset Room of the Commons.
12:10-12:20
Diane Davis – Overview of Logistics- while you’re eating!!

12:20 – 12:25
Pat Richardson - Introduction of the presenters, and brief overview of goals. 

                         
Share web link to Blackwell NSR site.  

12:25-12:35
Nancy Michelson – discussion strategies

12:35-12:45 
Jill Caviglia-Harris – discussion strategies

12:45-12:55 
Daniel Harris - Google Earth demonstration

12:55
Many, perhaps the majority, will return to the Faculty Development afternoon session which reconvenes at 1:00 pm.
1:00 – 2:00
Those remaining may stay for greater interaction and discussion with the presenters and each other. 
NEW STUDENT READER PROGRAM

FALL 2009
Tuesday, August 25, 2009
Time


Event





Location

12:00-2:00 pm

Complimentary lunch and training


The Commons

for all discussion facilitators



Somerset Room

Thursday, August 27, 2009
Time


Event





Location

5:00-6:30 pm

Dinner for Essay and Art Contest winners and
The Commons

their families with Convocation speaker and 

Worcester Rm.

other guests.


7:00 pm

Community Address from Convocation Speaker
Great Hall & 




Roya Hakakian, Author



Social Room




Journey from the Land of No

NSR DISCUSSION FACILITATORS: PLEASE ASSIST US IF YOU CAN IN PROMOTING THE COMMUNITY ADDRESS TO YOUR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES!
Friday, August 28, 2009
Time


Event





Location
9:00 am

Convocation





Red Square




(Roya Hakakian, Convocation Speaker)

Immediately after
Small Group Book Discussions led by


Classrooms 

 Convocation


Faculty and Staff

11:30-12:30 pm
Academic Open Houses



Academic 











Departments

12:30


Brunch on Lawn (New Students & Faculty)

Devilbiss Mall

1:00


Author book signing for new students

Devilbiss Mall
THE 2009 NEW STUDENT READER DISCUSSION GROUP:

NUTS AND BOLTS

1. The Gull Card Office, School Administrative Assistants and University police have been requested to open discussion classrooms the morning of Convocation. It is not required but it is a good idea to check that your room is open and ready for use prior to Convocation as you will have no time after Convocation if there is a problem.
2. Be in your cap and gown, lining up for Convocation by 8:45. If there is no rain and it’s not too hot, line up in the library for Convocation in Red Square. If there is a heat advisory or rain, line up in the small gym on the second floor of Maggs. Convocation is at 9:00 am. You should proceed directly from Convocation to your assigned classroom.  Students will be coming right behind you, so there will be no time to stop by your office to get things and divest yourself of your robes. People assigned to "float" will be standing by on cell phones in order to step into any classroom that doesn't have a facilitator. If you’re late or you could find your discussion taken over by the floater. Diane Davis (cell 410-713-1435) will be the central contact for resolving discussion facilitator problems. 
3. Students will receive a ticket at Convocation assigning them to a discussion room.  Peer leaders will be present to direct traffic. MOVING THIS MANY PEOPLE IS A BIG JOB. IF YOU SEE SOMEONE IN NEED OF HELP, PLEASE JUST STEP IN. HOWEVER, for proper distribution of students try to direct them to their correct room first. If that is unrealistic, take them in.
4. Your room will have a peer leader assigned to it. The peer leader will take tickets at the door and sign students in. They are also responsible for getting students to the Academic Open Houses.

5.   Your discussion should take about 60 minutes. Students are due at the Academic Open Houses by 11:30, but they will be told that they have no break after the discussions and MUST proceed directly to the Open Houses. Peer leaders will remain in each building to direct students immediately. Again, as you leave if you find stragglers, make them feel welcome and help them find a group to latch onto. Peer leaders will have the locations of all the Open Houses to help students get where they need to be. We will be emailing you the spreadsheet with Open House locations as well. If you wish to say a few words to your group about the open houses to encourage their attendance, please feel free.
6. Lunch on the Devilbiss lawn begins at 12:30. 
THE 2009 NEW STUDENT READER DISCUSSION GROUP:

SPECIAL NOTES

1. You should expect a maximum of about 25 people total in your discussion group.  The floaters or other faculty, parents, visitors, etc. may also show up to sit in. 
2. Please place this event in context. These are the reasons we're doing the New Student Reader:

· To introduce new students to the mind shift that must occur from high school to college. 
· To introduce new students to academic life at Salisbury University. 
· To emphasize the idea that new students must take responsibility for their own learning and long term academic assignments. 
· To stimulate discussion, debate, and critical thinking around a common book’s theme.
· To enhance a sense of community between students, faculty, and staff. 
· To provide a common intellectual experience for incoming students. 

Most students also don't know what Convocation is, and we've given you a blurb about that to talk about, if desired.

“Convocations are formal events that recognize the start and the end of academic years. They are opportunities to acknowledge student accomplishments such as scholarships, awards and academic performance as well as institutional and faculty accomplishments.  Convocations also serve as an opportunity for students, faculty and staff to convene to reflect on goals recently achieved and to be inspired to succeed at goals for the coming year.”
3. Discussion questions provided to the students are below. 
4. Our resources will be available to you electronically on the website below. Click on “New Student Reader On-line!”

http://www.salisbury.edu/newstudexp
5. While students are advised to bring their book, it is probably wise not to plan a discussion that requires every student to have his/her own book.

These are the questions provided to the students with the book.

Discussion Questions for

Roya Hakakian’s Journey from the Land of No: A Girlhood in Revolutionary Iran

1. To what does the title, Journey from the Land of No, refer? Does  the title aptly describe Hakakian’s journey? 

2. Hakakian has multiple identities that simultaneously work together and conflict with one another.  She is a woman in a country where the rights and freedoms of women are dissipating; she is a daughter, a Jew, an Iranian, a writer.  Can you relate to any of the multiple identities characterized in Hakakian’s memoir? In what ways has your identity and life been constructed by your many identities?  

3. Much of Roya’s girlhood is spent in the company of women who define and shape her future. She writes: “The women before us were Grandmother, Aunt Zarrin, and Mother, and where were they now? At motherhood. . . .They served the family freshly cooked meals while they stayed in the kitchen and ate yesterday’s leftovers. After meals, the men slipped in to their pajamas and napped. The women cleared plates and swept around bodies like nurses in an infirmary tending to comatose patients. Pain was their closest companion… “ (74 -75). In what ways did Roya conform to and or defy this destiny? How did her environment, her family, and her goals compete with the traditional roles of women? 

4. Roya describes herself as having a love affair with the Revolution. To what extent is she a reliable narrator as she describes this love affair? Are there any points in the text where she is not believable? Why or why not? 

5. When Roya’s  father reacts to the swastika and anti-Semitic writing outside of their home (134),  Roya turns to writing.  In what ways does writing become a vehicle for expression of Roya’s story, perspective, and historical context of Pre and Post Revolutionary Iran?  Is it an effective vehicle? How so? 

6. In what ways does Hakakian’s memoir, her characterization of living in a Muslim land, challenge and complicate your preconceived ideas about the Muslim world? 

7. How does Hakakian’s memoir reflect how America is perceived by the Muslim world? 
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