Two SU Gilman Scholars study in Tanzania, Ecuador
Two Salisbury University students were awarded the prestigious Benjamin A. Gilman scholarship in the spring of 2010: seniors James Townsend of Bel Air, MD. and Colleen Eschenberg of Berlin, MD. Townsend studied in Tanzania for the semester while Eschenberg spent her semester in Ecuador.  
James Townsend, an International Studies and Communications double major studied African culture while attending university.  He resided with a host family and learned some basic Swahili during his semester.  He observed that Tanzanians were, “very friendly and forward conversationally, they would walk up to you in the street and start a conversation.”    Townsend expressed his wish to go back to Tanzania sometime in the future.
An International Studies and Spanish double major, Colleen Eschenberg studied in Ecuador for a second time.  She participated in the winter intersession program and decided to return to Ecuador for a semester.  She studied through the university’s program and said that the “ambience [of Ecuador] is extraordinary.”  She improved her Spanish language skills through the grammar course she took, stating it was “the biggest help I’ve had” in her improvement.  As for the future she hopes to adopt an Ecuadorian outlook on life, living day to day.  
There have been 10 SU recipients of the Gilman Scholarship in the past three years.  Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and administered by the Institute of International Education, the award aims to diversify the kinds of students who study abroad and the places they travel.
To be eligible for the Gilman, students must be receiving a Federal Pell Grant during that semester.  Programs must be at least four weeks and not summer-only.  Preference is given to students who are minorities, first-time travelers, studying outside Western Europe and Australia, or enrolled in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) fields. 
Applications for fall 2011 Gilman scholarships are due by March 2011. 
For more information and an application, visit the SU Center for International Education Web site at www.salisbury.edu/INTLED/StudyAbroad or contact Brian Stiegler at bnstiegler@salisbury.edu.  

