Student Trends

Strategic Planning Team Environmental Scan, December 2002

Enrollment

· It is estimated that the total Maryland college enrollment will increase by 24% by 2011.  The increase at 4-yr college and universities is estimated at 30%. (MHEC Enrollment Projections).

· Salisbury University has submitted projections that anticipate a 27% enrollment growth by 2011 if facilities and revenues assumptions are met.  This would take our enrollment to 8,483 students.  At the time of submission, SU enrollment was 6,682.  In Fall 2002, enrollment is 6,851 (this is 30 students less than the projection for Fall 2002, but FTES is as projected)

· According to the MHEC, enrollment growth in the 4-year colleges will be primarily part-time (52%).  Growth in the state population of full-time students is anticipated to be only 13%.   Contrary to the state trend,  SU is projecting to grow primarily in the full-time population (30%)  with the part-time population remaining stable or even declining.

--These trends indicate substantial growth for SU and the State.  Access to education is a significant issue and our primary service population is the traditional-aged full-time undergraduate. 

· Percentage of H.S. graduates from MD expected to increase 5% by 2011

· Percentage of H.S. graduates from DE, NJ, and VA expected to increase by 3%, 10%, and 6% respectively for the same period.  Pennsylvania down 3%. (Chronicle of Higher Education: attributed to Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education)

· Rates of state students who were freshmen who attended college in home state: DE—71%; MD—64%; NJ—56%; PA—81%; VA—78%; the following chart shows these data comparatively 
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· State residents making up percentage of freshman class: DE—52%; MD—75%; NJ—88%; PA—75%; VA—73% the following chart shows these data comparatively
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· MD percentage of students attending college who are minority: 39%.  This percentage is expected to grow due to population growth rates and migration

· SU percentage of students who are minority: just over 13%, and growing.

· On average nationally, students are taking five years to graduate.  The percentage of SU students who graduate in 4-years averages in the low 40s—national average 28%.  However, there is a significant difference between the percentage of women and men who graduate in 4 years. Typically over 50% of SU females graduate in 4 years while only 35% of males graduate in 4 years.  The gap narrows after 6 years, and has been narrowing even further the past 4 years.   A similar gender gap exists nationally. (Source: NCAA; SU data; NCES; Consortium for Student Retention Data Exchange)

· Although students take approximately 5 years to complete their education, retention and graduation rates are increasing with some annual fluctuation.  At SU, there is less attrition and greater persistence to completion

· Six-year graduation rates nationally: 56%.  SU rates: 67%.

Demographics: 

· MD percentage of baccalaureates among adults is one of the highest in the nation at 32% (Chronicle of Higher Education: attributed to Census Bureau)

· Educational background of high-school students is still primarily public; those attending private schools continue in substantial numbers; homeschooled students are the fastest growing group with current estimates of over 1 million nationwide   

· Highest planned degree of first-time freshmen: 23% BA/BS; 43% Masters

· Eastern Shore population growth in five years: approximately 3-5%, depending on county

· Continuing decline in urban population in Maryland

· Strong growth in suburban population in Maryland (Census Bureau)

· Majority of households are dual-income families. (Census Bureau).  This indicates that more and more entering freshmen may have attended most of their K-12 years as the children of dual-income homes.

· Depending upon family working arrangements, this has implications for the “latch-key” generation: involvement in extracurricular activities, socialized versus home supervision, parental participation in academic work; study habits, etc.

· In 2001, nationally, 67% of current students parents made $50k or more per year; 57% made $60k or more per year (Higher Education Research Institute)

· The last time SU students were surveyed (1999), over 69% responded that parental income was $60k or greater.  That year, 58% of students attending highly selective universities reported similar incomes.

· In 2001, nationally 88% of students reported no or some (but believe they will probably have enough funds) concern with being able to pay for college.  This is nearly identical to that reported in 1999, although the SU percentage at that time was 95%. 

· In 2001, nationally, freshmen self-reported: 50% politically in the middle; 27% “liberal”; 19% conservative;  the percentage in the middle has remained fairly close to that rate for several years, while the percentage reporting “liberal” political views has been increasing slightly.  SU reported a higher percentage of those in the middle (60%), with both conservatives and liberal views splitting the difference.

· In 2001, 45% of freshman nationally reported they will get a job to pay college expenses.  At 39%, this is higher than that reported in 1999.  SU students reported an identical 39% that same year.

· In 2001, nationally 83% reported attending a religious service in the past year. The reports for the nation and SU were identical in 1999.

· In 2001, nationally 83% reported performing volunteer work in the past year.  In 1999, the national report was 77% while SU students reported 84%.

· In 2001, nationally, freshmen were motivated for college in order to “learn abt things that interest me,” “to get training for a specific career,” “to be able to get a better job,” and “to be able to make more money.”  These motivations are consistent with past years.
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