Graduate Program Environmental Scan


I. Current trends in graduate programs
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Between 1989-1999, 70.9% of women and 58.2% of men who were surveyed by PACAT during their senior year in college planned on graduate studies.

B. Popularity of post-baccalaureate certificate programs is increasing.  The number of schools offering certificate programs (requiring completion of 4-6 courses) has grown from 40 in 1997 to approximately 500 today (US News).

C. Growth of credentialism has an affect on graduate program offerings.  Some businesses are requiring higher credentials or advanced degrees for entry-level positions.  Big Six accounting firms are recruiting MBA’s and MA’s rather than BA’s. (ERIC Clearinghouse on Higher Education).

Project for Area Concentration Achievement Testing, 1999.  Demographic Trends Across Disciplines:  An Eleven Year Study.

D. Today, more mid-career professionals are returning to school.  Between 1987 and 1999, grad students over 40 has increased by 56% (US News).

E. The increase in Federal jobs at the professional level in the post-9/11 era has increased demand for Ph.D’s and M.D.’s in public administration, public affairs, and public policy (US News).

II. Scanning peers and sister institutions

C. Two of SU’s aspirational peers Appalachian State University Appalachian State EdD and Rowan University Rowan University EdD have doctoral programs, a single program each, both in Educational Leadership.

B. Number of post-baccalaureate programs currently offered at Maryland public institutions Degree programs in Maryland:

1. Post-baccalaureate Certificate:  33         

2. Masters Programs:  236

3. Certificate of Advanced Degree:  6

4. Doctorate:  102

C. Post-bacccalaureate degree programs offered at University of Maryland Eastern Shore:

1. Organizational Leadership, PhD

2. Marine-Estuarine-Environmental Sciences, MS and PhD

3. Toxicology, MS and PhD

4. Food Science and Technology, PhD

5. Applied Computer Science, MS

6. Agriculture and Extension Education, MS

7. Criminology and Criminal Justice, MS

8. Food and Agricultural Sciences, MS

9. Rehabilitation Counseling, MS

10. Guidance and Counseling, MEd

11. Special Education, MEd

12. Career Technology Education, MEd

13. Master of Arts in Teaching, MAT

14. Master of Physical Therapy, MPT
III. Graduate programs at Salisbury University SU Graduate Study
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Salisbury University draws approximately 80% of its graduate students from Maryland, averaging 70% from the Eastern Shore over the last 5 years.  In Fall 2002, 33% of graduate students come from Wicomico County alone. 

B. Salisbury University graduate students have averaged 34 years of age for the last three Fall semesters.
C. Salisbury University has a two-tiered admissions system for graduate students:  admission to the University through Admissions, and admission at the program level.  Students are considered non-degree seeking until they achieve program admission.  
D. Of non-degree seeking students attending in 2002, 65.2% took at least one Education course.
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IV. Graduate programs at Salisbury University

B. SU Mission, 2000 update.  Excerpts from Salisbury University’s Mission Statement in the 2000 Maryland State Plan for Postsecondary Education (October 2000).

1.
“Building on areas of academic strength in its undergraduate and master’s curriculum, Salisbury University is interested in exploring the possibility of offering doctoral programs, preferably in collaboration with other institutions.”  

2.
 “The University will continue to monitor regional educational needs and will consider programmatic and partnership efforts, including the possibility of doctoral programs which may address those needs.” 

C. Step theory of developing graduate programs at Salisbury. Natural progression (not necessarily inclusive) of advancing degrees in existing programs--from baccalaureate degree; to post-baccalaureate certificate; to master’s degree; to advanced degree certificate; to doctoral degree.

1.
Faculty resources/expertise already in place.  

2. Tailor programs to meet the needs of local professionals in business, teaching, and health professions, many of which received their undergraduate degree from SU. 

V. Constraints on ability to expand graduate program offerings at Salisbury University

E. Program approval process through Maryland Higher Education Commission must justify program need, must differentiate program from similar programs offered within the same geographic region, and project viable student demand and sustainability.

B. Financial climate.  Funds would have to be self-generated or reallocated from existing programs.  No new state appropriations in foreseeable future for:   

1. New faculty.

2. Increased library holdings.

3. New capital projects.

4. Expansion of student services infrastructure.
C. Resolution of departmental and workload issues for programs that cross disciplines.

VI. Possible solutions to constraints

C. Offer programs, training, and technology that satisfy the needs and enhance the skills of professionals undertaking homeland security.

F. Building on our strengths, design unique and highly desirable programs to be offered in innovative ways. 

B. Explore differential tuition structure for certain programs.  

C. Explore endowed programs.
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Grad SCH by Dept

		

		Table  7:				Graduate Student Credit Hours by Department:  Fall Enrollment 1998-2002

		Department								1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		Majors

				Accounting						-		-		48		96		96		111		102

				Anthropology																		-

				Applied Health Physiology						-		-		-		-		87		117		138

				Art						3		-		3		-		2		-		-

				Athletic Trainer																		-

				Biology						18		19		4		18		40		72		42

				Business Administration						471		579		315		216		309		405		108		3.1%

				Chemistry						3		-		-		-		-		-		-

				Communication Arts						3		-		-		-		3		-		-

				Computer Science																		-

				Conflict Analysis/Dispute Resolution																		-

				Dance																		-

				Economics						-		-		69		51		78		45		96

				Education, Administration						-		-		-		-		198		207		147		4.3%

				Education, Early Childhood																		-

				Education, Elementary						21		12		69		66		-		-		-

				Education, General						1371		1,365		1,065		1,077		882		936		876		25.4%

				Education, Master of Arts in Teaching										-		-		78		66		66		1.9%

				Education, Reading										new program								135

				Education, Secondary						18		3		21		18		-		-		-

				English						255		279		210		244		246		267		192		5.6%

				Environmental Health																		-

				Exercise Science

				Finance																		-

				French						-		3		3		-		-		3		3

				General Studies						21		21		50		12		3		-		-

				Geography						-		-		3		3		-		-		-

				Geology																		-

				German																		-

				Health																		-

				History						54		48		117		150		138		93		126

				Honors																		-

				Information Systems Mgmt										-		-		-		-		84

				Interdisciplinary Studies																		-

				Latin																		-

				Management										-		-		-		-		246

				Marketing										-		-		-		-		105

				Mathematics						97		48		21		6		12		63		96

				Medical Technology																		-

				Military Science																		-

				Modern Languages																		-

				Music						9		6		-		-		-		-		-

				Music-Applied						4		5		-		-		4		12		6

				Nursing						258		201		152		168		165		145		167		4.8%

				Philosophy						-		-		-		-		3		-		-

				Physical Education						3		6		6		6		6		9		-

				Physics																		-

				Political Science																		-

				Pre-engineering																		-

				Psychology						240		189		180		147		96		24		-

				Respiratory Therapy																		-

				Russian																		-

				Science Education																		-

				Social Science																		-

				Social Work						6		15		3		9		6		333		719		20.8%

				Sociology																		-

				Spanish								-		-		-		-		3		-

				Theatre																		-

		TOTALS								2855		2,799		2,339		2,287		2,452		2,911		3,454

		Total FTES								237.9		233		195		191		204		243		288

		Source:  MINC Faculty Credit Hours and Course Load by Discipline/Instructor,

		Job No. NMIS150, Program No. MISN210.  For FTES, divide by 12 for graduate.

				Table 8:		Enrollment in Graduate Degree Programs (Full and Part-Time)

						by School, and Discipline:  Fall 1998 to Fall 2002

										Fall		Fall		Fall		Fall		Fall		Fall		Fall

										1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002

						ENGL				30		29		28		24		25		40		35

						HIST				3		1		13		28		21		15		19

						PSYC				25		19		18		15		12		4		-

						NURS				58		45		35		23		52		38		29

						MBA				95		106		71		48		70		81		109

						AHPH				-		-		-		-		10		14		18

						MED				196		175		114		113		96		134		125

						MAT				n/a1		n/a		11		10		14		11		8

						PSAD				21		28		27		28		27		29		21

						SOWK						-		-		-		-		29		70

						Non-Degree Seeking				225		228		229		235		211		227		211
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