Internet Terms

	ASCII
(American Standard Code for Information Interchange)
	This is the world-wide standard for the code numbers used by computers to represent all the upper and lower case Latin letters, numbers, punctuation, etc. There are 128 standard ASCII codes each of which can be represented by a 7 digit binary number: 0000000 through 1111111.

	Baud
	The speed of a modem. 300 baud means 300 bits per second (bps) but at high speeds 14,400 baud does not mean 14,400 bps. This is why baud and bps are often confused!

	Broadcast
	A packet delivery system that sends a copy of a given packet to all hosts.

	Browsers
	Software programs that enable you to access Internet resources, particulary used in relation to the World Wide Web (WWW). Examples of browsers include Netscape or Mosaic.

	CD-ROM
(Compact Disk - Read Only Memory)
	A type of disk used for recorded music; but it can also be used to hold computer information as well. It has a capacity of about 650 megabytes (compared to about 1.4 megabytes on a floppy disk) and yields much faster access times than a floppy. 

	Client
	A computer that relies on others to provide data. It is even possible for a client computer to have no disk drive and hardly any software, but it has to be supplied with what it needs from a server over a network.

	Client Server
	A model of interaction in a distributed system in which a computer at one site sends a request to a computer at another site and waits for a response. The requesting computer is called a client: the computer satisfying the request is called the server.

	Connection
	The path between two machines that provides reliable data stream delivery service. 

	Cyberspace
	A Term originated by author William Gibson in his novel Neuromancer. The word Cyberspace is currently used to describe the whole range of information resources available through computer networks.

	Dialup Access
	A connection between your computer or network and your Internet Access Provider that requires your computer's modem to dial in to or call the server using regular telephone lines.

	Finger
	An Internet software tool for locating people on other Internet sites. Finger is also sometimes used to give access to non-personal information, but the most common use is to see if a person has an account at a particular Internet site. Some sites do not allow incoming Finger requests, but many do.

	FTP
(File Transfer Protocol)
	This is the most popular protocol for transferring files on the Internet. FTP allows you to retrieve files from a remote server and download them to your computer. 

	Gateway
	A system by which two incompatible networks or applications can communicate with each other.

	GIF
(Graphic Interchange Format)
	This is the most widely recognized graphic format used for images that are on the Web so that you may use them.

	Gopher
	A text only menu-based information retrieval system that allows you to locate and retrieve information on the Internet.

	Graphic file formats
	*.gif, *.jpeg and *.xbm are the file formats supported by most WWW browswers

	Home Page
	The first page to a WWW site that is owned and usually created by a user.

	Host
	A "host" computer is a computer connected directly to the internet. The host name will look something like this :  

www.srl.rmit.edu.au 

	HTML
(Hypertext Markup Language)
	A formatting language used to create pages on the World Wide Web that can include different fonts, graphics, photos, sound, and links to other documents.

	HTTP
(HyperText Transfer Protocol)
	The protocol for moving hypertext files across the Internet. Requires a HTTP client program on one end, and an HTTP server program on the other end. HTTP is the most important protocol used in the World Wide Web (WWW).

	Hyperlink
	Hyperlinks allow you to move from one document to another document, or to a different place in the same document. Hyperlinks can be text or graphic. Text is usually a different color and underlined; graphics may have a colored box around them. Same as links.

	Icon
	A graphical representation of a command or application, as used in Graphical User Interfaces.

	Images
	Netscape can open *.gif, *.jpec, and *.xbm file formats. 

	Internet
	A web of thousands of interconnected networks of computers that can communicate with each other. The Internet originated in 1969 in the United States, when they were trying to find a way of enabling computer networks to survive military attacks.

	IRC
(Internet Relay Chat)
	A program that allows users from across the net to talk to each other in real time. IRC supports a channel metaphor, where each channel is on a unique topic and can have a number of simultaneous users.

	JAVA
	A client-side language based upon C++ which allows programmers to write one program code for all platforms of computers (Macintosh, Windows 95, UNIX) keep. These applets, access JAVA code libraries on local clients. Currently this is being handled through WWW browsers (Netscape's, Microsoft's, IBM's, and Sun's own).

	JPEG
(Joint Partner Experts Group or Joint Photographic Experts Group)
	A variable compression image format that supports true color images. It compresses images better than GIF images but does not support transparent images.

	LAN
(Local Area Network)
	A computer network linking workstations, file servers, and printers within a small area; generally a building or campus.

	Link
	A highlighted word or area on a web page. Pointing to it with the mouse cursor, then clicking the mouse button, moves you to a new web page -- which may be at a different site, different machine, different country! Same as Hyperlink.

	Login
	The account name used to gain access to a computer system. 

	Lynx
	Most commonly used non-graphical World Wide Web browser. Although you do not get the advantages of images or sound, a non-graphical browser is generally a very fast and efficient way of searching the World Wide Web for textual information.

	Mail Ettiquette
	The use of ALL CAPS is regarded as SCREAMING !! Use _underline_ to emphasize something. In replying to mail, use quotes. If they are long, edit them, but write <snip> to alert the reader that you have edited the original message.

	Mailto
	A URL (or hyperlink) that begins with this command enables you to send e-mail via Netscape to the specified address.

	Menu
	A list of options from which the user selects an action.

	Modem
(MOdulator/DEModulator)
	A device to convert binary information into an analog signal that can be transmitted over normal voice telephone lines. It also converts that signal back into computer readable data at the other end of the connection.

	Mosaic
	A popular graphical interface for accessing the World Wide Web.

	Netscape
	A popular WWW Browser and the name of a company. The Netscape (tm) browser was originally based on the Mosaic program and developed at the National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA).

	Network
	Two or more connected computers that share common resources. 

	Online Chat
	To chat with other people in "realtime" using a program such as Homer, mIRC or POWWOW. (The same as IRC)

	Plug & Play
	Hardware and software which dynamically configures resources and eliminate user intervention during installation process.

	Protocol
	A language that computers use to communicate with each other (across platforms and within platforms).

	Search Engine
	Computer programs that find the addresses, or URLs, of information you want on the WWW. Examples: Alta Vista  

http://www.altavista.digital.com or Yahoo  

http://www.yahoo.com

	Server
	A computer, or a software package that provides a specific service to client software running on other computers. The term can refer to a particular piece of software, such as a WWW server, or to the machine on which the software is running, e.g. "Our mail server is down today, that's why e-mail isn't getting out". A single server machine could have several different server software packages running on it, thus providing many different services to clients on the network.

	Shared LAN
	The total bandwidth shared among all nodes attached to the LAN segment.

	Smail
(Snail Mail)
	The name Internet users use to refer to paper (postal) mail because it's so slow compared to e-mail :-) .

	SMTP
(Simple Mail Transport Protocol)
	The protocol used on the Internet to transfer mail.

	Spanning Tree
	The Spanning Tree algorithm enables transparent bridges to dynamically discover a loop free network and provide a single physical path between any two stations attached to the network.

	Surfing
	Moving from one WWW page to another, seeing what you can find on the Internet.

	Switched LAN
	A dedicated connection for each user whereby the full bandwidth is available to the workstation.

	Telnet
	Refers to both the protocol and the terminal emulator that allows you to log onto other hosts from your own computer.

	UNIX
	A computer operating system (the basic software running on a computer, underneath things like word processors and spreadsheets). UNIX is designed to be used by many people at the same time (it is multi-user) and has TCP/IP built-in. It is the most common operating system for servers on the Internet.

	UNIX
	A computer operating system that is designed to be used by many people at the same time (multi-user) and has TCP/IP built-in to it. It is the most common operating system for servers on the Internet.

	URL
(Uniform Resource Locator)
	The standard way to give the address of any resource on the Internet that is part of the World Wide Web (WWW). A URL looks like this: 
http://www.matisse.net/seminars.html 
or telnet://well.sf.ca.us 
or news:new.newusers.questions 
etc.

	Web page
	A file or document that displays pictures, text, video, sounds and other information to Internet users on the Web.

	WWW
(World Wide Web )
	An Internet service that provides hypertext access to information on the Internet. You may access Gopher, WAIS, and other services from a WWW browser.


