History of Modern Ireland

History 312 Salisbury University, Fall 2006

OLD SYLLABUS

Professor: 
Kristen Walton

Office Hours: 


Office Location: 386 Holloway Hall

Phone: 
X36502

E-mail: 
kpwalton@salisbury.edu

Course Description: 

After a brief overview of older history, the course begins in 1494 with the introduction of Poyning’s Law and follows the developments in Ireland and her relations with England throughout the early modern and modern period.  Ireland was England’s first attempt to colonize another land and establish itself as an empire, and part of Ireland still remains under the control of the parliament in London to this day.  In the course, we will look at the growth of Irish nationalism, answer questions such as why wear green or orange on St. Patrick’s day, and understand the complex question of religion on the island of Ireland.  We will look at political and at cultural and social aspects of Irish history in order to understand the reasons for the modern troubles in Northern Ireland.  In addition, the potato famine and social reform will be analyzed, and we will look at the reasons for the great Irish diaspora.  Ireland is a land of myth, of heartache, of pride.  By the end of this course, you will hopefully understand how these different aspects of the emerald isle have come to exist in all of their complexities.

Course Requirements:

Assessments:

Geography quiz 

5%

Mid-term examination 
 15% 



Cumulative Final Exam
30%

12-15 page paper 
20%

Long Paper Analysis
7.5%

Reaction Papers
7.5%
3-5 page paper 

7.5% 

3-5 page paper
7.5%




Debate



7.5% 

Class Participation
5%

OPTION 1: One 12-15 Page Research Paper (can be used for Registration with History 

Department).  This Paper requires the use of primary source material.
25%

OPTION 2: Three 3-5 page reaction papers in response to the readings in the class: The Twilight 

Lords, Bridget Cleary, The IRA and its Enemies. (7.5%, 7.5%, 10%)

Your class grade will include an extensive debate near the end of the semester.  In this debate, each student will be randomly assigned a position with regard to the question of Modern Ireland.  You will have one class day to prepare for the debates within your team.  EVERY person in the class must contribute to the debate (both intellectually and orally on the day).  The dates for the examinations are firm.  I rarely grant extensions for papers.  If you have any problems with the examination or the paper due dates, please speak with the Professor in advance of said date.  There will be NO extensions on the day.  You will always find me much more reasonable when you give me advance notice.  All assignments are due as noted on the syllabus.  If we will be discussing a topic on a particular day, I will specify the exact reading for that day the class before. I expect each of you to arrive prepared for class and to support each other.  Participation means active, not passive “citizenship” in the class.  Class attendance will count toward the participation grade.  More than three absences during the semester will result in your grade being lowered (in other words, a grade of “A” will become a grade of “B”) (each additional absence after 3 will continue to lower your grade).

Writing Across the Curriculum

Learning to write is one of the most important skills you can learn at college.  As a result, this course, in conjunction with Writing Across the Curriculum, will require writing from each and every one of you in the forms of papers, essay exams (there will be NO multiple choice exams), and class notes and periodic exercises.

There are many sources available for your use via the internet, the library here on campus or the library at College Park, via interlibrary loan.  The Library can help you if you need assistance ordering a book from a different library.  I may periodically send out emails to you with websites including primary source or other interesting material.  I may include this as REQUIRED reading for the course, so make certain you check your email regularly.  

The most significant tip I have: do not turn in the first drafts of your papers.  That means you need to outline your ideas, write them down, and revise (and revise) them.  A first draft is not a final draft.  I will be looking for well-written papers with solid content.  Conveying ideas in a precise manner is one of the most important aspects of history and other fields. You must cite the sources you use – including e-texts and web-based information, as well as traditional forms of published information. 

For your papers, I require you to use either footnotes or endnotes (not parenthetical citations) and follow the form denoted by Kate Turabian in the Chicago Manual of Style.  In addition, I expect all of your papers and essays to have a Thesis statement and a solid argument.  If you do the long research paper, you are required to use at least 5 library secondary sources as well as some primary source material.  If you plan to use the paper for one of your major papers, you should have already taken (or currently be enrolled in) Proseminar, and you should inform me on the paper that you would like it to be registered.  You will be required to turn in a topic with a thesis statement and a bibliography in advance of the due date of the paper.  If you do not turn in the topic for pre-approval, your grade will automatically be deducted by at least one grade.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

The best learning environment is one based on mutual respect and trust.  However, the desire to achieve a good grade without doing the necessary work may tempt some students to cheat on exams or to represent the work of others as their own.  As should be obvious to anyone at Salisbury University, PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING ARE WRONG and are acts of “academic dishonesty.” The term “academic dishonesty” means a deliberate and deceptive misrepresentation of one’s own work. Instances of academic dishonesty include all, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Plagiarism: presenting as one’s own work, whether literally or in paraphrase, the work of another author.

(2) Turning in the same paper for multiple courses

(3) Cheating on exams, tests, and quizzes; the wrongful giving or accepting of unauthorized exam material; and the use of illegitimate sources of information.

(4) Unsanctioned collaboration with other individuals in the completion of course assignments.

(5) Falsifying data and use of fraudulent methods in laboratory, field work, and COMPUTER WORK.

(6) Falsifying excuses for non-attendance or completion of assignments.

There are no mitigating circumstances to justify academic dishonesty. IF you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty or plagiarism, please ask – Ignorance is no excuse. Discovery of academic dishonesty will bring stiff penalties, including a failing grade for the assignment in question and possibly a grade of F for the course.  The maximum penalty at Salisbury University for plagiarism is possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sakes, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  
SYLLABUS

Required Readings: 

Hachey, et al. The Irish Experience: A Concise History (ME Sharpe)

Berleth, The Twilight Lords (Roberts Rinehart)

Grey, Peter,  Irish Famine (Harry Adams)

Bourke, The Burning of Bridget Cleary (Penguin)

Hart, IRA and Enemies (Clarendon)

Adams, Falls Memories (Roberts Rinehart)
THE COURSE:

Week One, 9/3 - 9/5: Introduction and Background

Reading:  Hachey, Chapter 1, Chapter 2: pages 8-11

Lectures:  Introduction to class, St. Patrick and Ireland in the Early middle ages, The beginnings of Anglo-Norman Ascendancy.

Week Two, 9/8-9/12: Background to the Early Tudors in Ireland

Reading:  Hachey Chapter 2: pages 11 to 16

Lectures:   Medieval Ireland, Poyning’s Law, The Kildare ascendancy and developments under Henry VIII: a new government for Ireland

*Monday, 8 September.  Short Quiz on Irish geography

Week Three, 9/15-9/19: Religion and Rebellion in the Tudor Years

Reading:  Hachey, Chapter 2: pages 16-19 ; The Twilight Lords

Lectures:  The Impact of the Reformation, The rebellion of the O’Neills, Elizabeth’s push for peace, 

Week Four, 9/22-9/26: The Stuarts and the Civil War: Massacre and dominion

Reading:  Hachey Chapter 2: pages 19-24; http://www.irsm.org/general/history/levellers.htm#english; http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/journals/EH/EH34/creed34.html;

http://www.angelfire.com/ms/seanie/history/revmoran3.html (a biased account, but interesting)

Lectures: why the Tudors failed, The Stuarts and Ireland, the civil war and Cromwellian supremacy, Drogheda and other massacres: religion in the forefront of politics?

* OPTION 2: Due Monday September 22: 3-5pp paper on The Twilight Lords

Week Five, 9/29-10/3:  The Latter Stuarts, The Battle of the Boyne and effects of the Glorious Revolution and Hybernia Anglicana

Reading:  Hachey Chapter 2: pages 24-end, Chapter 3: pages 31-36

http://www.cwrl.utexas.edu/~benjamin/316kfall/316ktexts/swift.html 

Lectures: Restoration, the end of Cromwell, Effect of the Glorious Revolution, religion to the forefront, again, William of Orange & Ireland, Colony or Ancien Regime. 

Weeks Six, 10/6-10/10:  Economics, Stress and Union

Reading: Hachey, Chapter 3: pages 36-end, Chapter 4

http://www.uhb.fr/langues/cei/unionact.htm (ireland union)

Lectures:  The eighteenth century, Wolfe Tone and the Irish Parliament, the desire? For union.

Week Seven, 10/13-10/17:  The aftermath of union and Reform
Reading:  Hachey, Chapters 5 & 6

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1836oconnell.html (O’Connell, 1836)

Lectures:  The effects of union and the reform act of 1832.  O’Connell, innovation and Ambiguity.

* Monday, 13 October, MID-TERM EXAM: From Poyning’s to Union

Week Eight, 10/20-10/24: Famine and Diaspora

Reading: Hachey, Chapter 7; Grey, entire book; http://www.people.Virginia.EDU/~eas5e/Irish/somerville.html (famine)  

Lectures: Agrarian Crisis, population collapse and the move to America

*OPTION 1: Due Wednesday 22 October, Topics for Research paper, including Thesis statement, 5 library sources, primary source 

Weeks Nine and Ten, 10/27-11/7:  Irish Culture, Nationalism and beginnings of modern Ireland (No Class, 31 October: Happy Halloween! No Class 7 November!)

Reading:  Hachey, Chapters 8-10, Bourke, entire book (Due 5 November)
Lectures:  Home Rule, the Land War and British politics; Irish Culture and Society: the growth of Mass media, questions of home rule and the “savage Irish peasantry.”

* OPTION 2: Due Wednesday 5 November: 3-5 pp paper on Burning of Bridget Cleary
Weeks Eleven and Twelve, 11/10 – 11/21: 1916-1923: The Easter Rebellion 

Reading:  Hachey, Chapter 11; Hart, entire book

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1916proc.jpg; 

http://wwwvms.utexas.edu/~jdana/decindep.html (Irish decl of Independence)

Lectures:  Religion and Politics; desire for home rule, The early IRA, Michael Collins

*OPTION 2: Due Friday 21 November, 3-5 pp paper on The IRA and its Enemies

Week Thirteen, 11/24-11/26:  The Republic of Ireland, 1922-present (a brief overview) (NO CLASS Friday 11/28!  Happy Thanksgiving)

Reading:  Hachey, Chapters 12 -14; http://www.cs.umb.edu/~rwhealan/jfk/j062863.htm (JFK)

Lectures: An Island now formally divided: politics, localism and the state

Week Fourteen, 12/1-12/5:  Ireland and the 1970s: The Northern Ireland situation: explodes.

Readings:  Hachey, Chapters 15-16,  Adams, entire book; http://free.freespeech.org/republicansf/1971.htm (sinn fein)
Lectures:  Nationalism in literature and in belief, Catholic vs Protestant, the green and the orange, the entrance of the British army in 1969, Bloody Sunday

* OPTION 1: Due Monday 1 December, Research Paper

Week Fifteen, 12/8-12/12:  The 90s and the future of Ireland
Readings: Hachey, Chapter 17;  http://www.irlgov.ie/taoiseach/publication/niagreement/frame.htm (Ireland peace treaty, 1998); 

Lectures:  The E.U., Mitchell and the peace accord. Possibilities for the future. Exam Review.

* Debate.  Monday 8 December

Final Exam:  Thursday 18 December, 10.15am-12.15pm
