Course Enhancement Rationale


Course Dept/Number:  Hist 312


Instructor:  Walton 

Total Credits:   4   
Course Name:  History of Modern Ireland 
Gen Ed Cr:  X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	X Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	X Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	X Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
The new version of my History of Ireland (History 312) course will be significantly more challenging than the previous version of the course, as noted on the attached syllabus, with enhancements bolded.  Historical text is often difficult to read, and I have added both a new medieval book for the enhanced class in order to introduce the students to the Irish Celtic traditions and a book on the Cromwellian Settlement.  The first book is 304 pages long, while the second is 268, adding almost 600 pages to the already extensive readings of the 3 credit class.  As this class has extensive reading lists, we will not be able to cover each reading in depth within the class, so I am requiring at-home reaction papers to each of the works, which will help the students to demonstrate their general comprehension of these somewhat difficult texts.  In addition, the documents required in the class will be discussed in class and additional in-class writings may be assigned if the students do not appear to be spending enough time on their outside readings.  The new reading, combined with enhanced responsibility for previous readings should easily add at least 20 hours onto the class-time for the students.
In addition to the new reading for the class, the enhanced History 312 will increase the level of critical writing in the class.  Currently, students are required to write either three 3-5 pp papers or they can write one longer 12-15 page paper.  The enhanced class will increase the writing from 9-15 pages to 18-25 pages for the course.  The increase in the amount of writing will be a major positive for the students as they can begin to sharpen their research skills with the first short paper, can follow that by working on their analytical skills and critical thinking on the second paper and the third paper can bring to fruition the skills that they have worked on during the semester.  In the class, we will discuss options for research and citation, as well as the question of plagiarism, so that the students will be aware of how to write a solid paper OF THEIR OWN.  Most importantly, though, for the learning process, the students will now have a new requirement of analyzing and reviewing another student’s long paper.  I have found that students learn much better when they are engaged interactively.  By being required to read, analyze, and comment on one of their colleague’s papers (for an additional part of their grade), they will need to be able to have a strong grasp on grammatical and structural issues (such as footnotes), as well as the substance of the paper that they are reviewing.  They will not necessarily know all of the facts, but they will be required to ensure that an argument is made, facts are analyzed, and the paper is well-defended.  I have used this technique previously in an honors class and the result was much stronger final papers that truly demonstrated a different level of comprehension of not only the material but also how they could become better thinkers.  This paper analysis will be worth 7.5% of the grade for the semester, which means that the students will have to review the papers thoroughly.  The three paper process will allow the students to grasp the essentials not only of history, but also of critical thinking and analysis that should help them in any course.

2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
The students will not be the only ones to read their colleagues’ papers.  I will be reading and commenting extensively on the papers for the course, in order to make certain the students understand what they are doing well and the areas in which they need improvement.  I will also review each of the reaction papers and in-class writings so as to work with the students to ensure that they understand the ideas being covered in the course.  We will, in addition, engage in group discussions that will help to elucidate the important aspects of the documents and books that the students cover in the class. I have traditionally also given two all-written exams in the class, which I will continue to do and will continue to give extensive written comments on those as well (the comments, obviously, are longer on the papers and exams earlier in the semester, when the students have the most to learn).  With the regular writing assignments and the feedback that I will give them, the students will have ample opportunity to increase their knowledge, understanding, and critical thinking skills throughout the semester.

3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

New Reading (Sun Dancing, Hell or Connaught): 
15 hours +

New 3-5 page paper assignment (2):


15 hours+ (formal writing, plus in depth of 









Analysis & research)

New Reaction Papers (8):



18 hours (8 hours of writing, 10 hours of critical 









thinking and analysis of works

New Paper Analysis:




5 hours (in depth analysis of another’s paper, 









including research to make certain facts 









are correct, grammar check, etc)

Additional Revision of Research Paper


5 hours (newly added is a REQUIRED revision 









of the research paper for the semester, 








incorporating changes suggested by 








student analysis

Total






58 hours +

Justification for hours:
The additional reading for the class alone should add about 15+ hours to the students’ involvement of the class. The first new reading Sun Dancing is an interesting read that combines historical fact with a short novella.  The novella should be quickly read, but the historical part of the book will take additional time.  The book looks at the Celtic world through the eyes of monks and medieval monasteries – a topic that will be foreign enough to most students that they will have to read it very carefully.  The second new reading is Hell or Connaught which describes one of the most important and significant periods in Irish history: Cromwellian Ireland.  This reading, again, is not easy, primarily because it is dealing with a period that is very foreign to most of the Salisbury students – but it is pivotal for understanding the course of Irish history from that point forward.  Cromwell’s Ireland lays out the sides and the injuries that create a division among the Irish that lasts (in Northern Ireland, at least) into the 21st century.  The distance from the period combined with the importance of the historical developments addressed by this book will make it a difficult, but fruitful read for the students.  

In addition, the new writing assignments and the paper analysis will add a minimum of 30 hours to the students work.  The short reaction papers should take no more than about an hour each, but the additional papers will involved added research, watching films on the students’ time, and a level of critical thinking that will add time to their studies in addition to the time it takes actually TO WRITE the papers.  In addition, the review and analysis of their colleague’s essays should also add significant outside of class time spent on the course – between the students’ analysis and revision, this project should add about 10 hours of time to the class.  Finally, the new requirements for regular class discussions and in-class papers relating to the previously assigned readings will require the students to read at a more intense and in-depth level than was required in the un-enhanced version of the course.
4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  

      The additional reading will be incorporated into graded exams and the new papers will also be graded. The grading will be done on either a rating of percentage out of 100 (90-100 being an A, 80-89 a B, etc) or by means of a √+, √, √-, F scale. To assess the enhancement of the course, I will be able to use my own judgment as I read the essays and exams of the students in order to compare this course with the 3 credit version.  I will also rely on student responses about the enhancement on the department evaluation forms.

