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Course Description: This course is designed as a sweeping introduction to the history of the world from the sixteenth century to the present.  With such a grand scale, we cannot possibly cover each society in great detail.  Instead, we will use a comparative approach to examine important topics across different cultures, societies, and lands.  The central concern of this course is the development of “modern” cultures.  Over the course of the semester, we will discuss the tensions created when cultures collide and examine the impact of an increasing globalization on both individuals and entire countries. 

Required Books: The following books are available for purchase at the bookstore:


Duiker and Spielvogel, World History.


Andrea and Overfield, The Human Record, v. 2.

Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost
Course Requirements: Students will be evaluated based on their performance on three exams, a final examination, a paper, several smaller reaction essays, and class attendance and participation.  Grades will be weighted as follows:

Class participation: 
10%

Reaction Papers:
10%

Exam #1: 

15%

Exam #2:

15%

Exam #3:

15%

Paper:


15%

Final Exam:

20%

Needless to say, all work should be the sole product of each individual student.  There will be a no tolerance policy towards cheating in any of its forms in this class.  Simply put, if you cheat, you will fail the course.  When writing papers, be careful to avoid plagiarism (failure to adequately cite your sources, or, in its worst form, simply copying someone else’s ideas or words).  You must put direct quotations in quotation marks, but you must also cite a source if you have used somebody’s idea and have rewritten it in your own words.  If there is any doubt, you are advised to add a citation and let me sort it out.

Evaluation: My final evaluation of your performance in this course will be judged only against yourself—this is not a competition between classmates.  Your grade will be based on class attendance and participation (taking an active role in discussions), three tests, a final exam, and the required paper and reaction essays.  I reserve the right to give unannounced quizzes over the readings at any time—I will factor these scores into your participation grade as necessary.  All assignments must be completed to receive a passing grade in this course.

Writing Across the Curriculum: You will have many opportunities to develop your writing and critical thinking skills in this course.  In addition to the formal paper, students will write informal papers in class and will take essay exams.   

Papers: Students will write one formal paper centered on Hochschild’s King Leopold’s Ghost, and several less formal reaction papers this semester.  The reaction papers will be 1-2 page responses to the primary source documents, and will serve as a springboard for discussions.  Detailed instructions for the papers will be handed out well in advance of the due dates. I am open to alternative paper proposals if you speak to me well in advance of the due dates. 

Examinations: There will be three exams during the course of the semester, and a final examination at the end of the course.  Each exam will consist of brief identifications and short essays (no multiple guess questions).  Students who have a legitimate reason to miss the exam must make arrangements with me BEFORE the scheduled exam time, and no other make-up exams will be allowed except in cases of documented illness.

Academic Policies: This course adheres to Salisbury University’s Scholastic Standards found in the Undergraduate Catalogue.  I will take attendance each day—students are allowed three unexcused absences for the semester before the class participation grade begins to suffer.  I will deduct one letter grade for each unexcused absence over three.  The university suggests you should spend 2-3 hours at home doing work for every one hour in class.  You should be able to complete each week’s readings in less time than that so spend the extra time thinking about what you’ve read!

Course Schedule: In order to have intelligent discussions, reading for each week is to be completed at the BEGINNING of the week (and refreshed as necessary).

Unit I: The Early Modern World

Week One: Introductions

Tu Jan 28: Introduction to Course

Th Jan 30: The Age of Exploration

Week Two: Discoveries

Tu Feb 4: Film: First Contact.

Th Feb 6: Early Colonization

Reading: Textbook, ch. 14; Docs 4, 5, 18, 19, 20.

Week Three: Eastern Empires

Tu Feb 11:The Ottoman Empire

Th Feb 13: The Mughals and China [REACTION PAPER #1 DUE] 

Reading: Textbook, chs. 16-17; Docs 21, 22, 23, 26.

Week Four: Reformation

Tu Feb 18: The Reformation

Th Feb 20: EXAM #1

Reading: Textbook, ch. 15; Docs 1, 2, 3.

Unit II: Revolutions: Political, Social, and Intellectual

Week Five: Revolutions of the Mind

Tu Feb 25: The Scientific Revolution

Th Feb 27: Enlightenment

Reading: Textbook, ch. 18; Docs 9, 10, 36, 38.

Week Six: Violent Revolutions

Tu Mar 4: The Origins of Revolution

Th Mar 6: The French Revolution 

Reading: Textbook, ch. 19; Docs 44, 45, 46, 47.

Week Seven: Nineteenth-Century Nationalism

Tu Mar 11: Early Stirrings of Nationalism

Th Mar 13: EXAM #2

Reading: Textbook, ch. 20.

Unit III: Nationalism, Industrialization, and Imperialism

Week Eight: The Development of Modern Nationalism

Tu Mar 18: Industry and the Working Class

Th Mar 20: Nationalist Movements [REACTION PAPER #2 DUE]
Reading: Textbook, chs 20-21; Docs 61, 62, 63, 64, 65.

Week Nine: BEACHES!

Tu Mar 25: NO CLASS: Spring Break

Th Mar 27: NO CLASS: Spring Break

Week Ten: The Imperialist Impulse

Tu Apr1: Establishing Colonialism in Africa

Th Apr 3: Imperialism in Asia and India

Reading: Textbook, chs. 22-23; Docs 67, 68, 71, 72.

Week Eleven: A Case Study: King Leopold’s Ghost
Tu Apr 8: Book Discussion
Th Apr 10: EXAM #3
Reading: Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost
Unit IV: The Twentieth Century

Week Twelve: The First World War

Tu Apr 15: Prelude to War
Th Apr 17: Military Struggle and the Homefront

Reading: Textbook, ch. 24; Docs 88, 89, 90. 

Week Thirteen: Between the Wars

Tu Apr 22: A Global Depression

Th Apr 24: Unrest and the Rise of Hitler

Reading: Textbook, ch. 25; Docs, 92.

Week Fourteen: The Second World War

Tu Apr 29: Unresolved Issues

Th May 1: The Holocaust [REACTION PAPER #3 DUE]
Reading: Textbook, ch. 26; Docs 93, 94, 95, 96.

Week Fifteen: The Second World War

Tu May 6: Military Conflict

Th May 8: Domestic Turmoil

Reading: Textbook, chs. 27-28; Docs, 97.

Week Sixteen: Decolonization

Tu May 13: Anti-colonialism Movements.

Reading: Textbook, ch. 29; Docs 110, 111.

FINAL EXAM—Monday, May 19 3:15-5:15

