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Course Description:  In this course, we will primarily read a representative selection of works by the late medieval English poet, Geoffrey Chaucer, identified by most scholars as the “Father” of English literature. Much of our work will focus on the Canterbury Tales, but we will also engage a few of his lesser known (though no less important) works.  All of our primary reading will be in the original Middle English; our secondary reading will include important works of Chaucerian scholarship on pertinent topics.  Naturally, this course will familiarize students with Middle English grammar and pronunciation.  As necessary, our study will include biographical material, the consideration of historical context, and an overview of English culture in the late fourteenth century.  All written work for this course is in support of the university Writing Across the Curriculum program.  
Required Texts:
Riverside Chaucer (ed. F.N. Robinson; Houghton Mifflin)



Complete Critical Guide to Chaucer (Rudd)
Schedule of readings/assignments/exams:

Week I

T (1/30)
Introduction/Syllabus





“Fortune” (p. 652) and 
“Gentilesse” (p. 654)


R (2/1)

Complaints: “Mars” and “Venus”





(pp. 643 & 648)



[Rudd II.a.iii & II.a.ii]

Week II
T (2/6)

Book of the Duchess (p. 329)




[Rudd II.b.ii]
R (2/8)

Parliament of Fowls (p. 383)


[Rudd II.b.iv]



[diagnostic writing]
Week III
T (2/13)
Canterbury Tales: 
General Prologue (pp. 23 ff.)





[Rudd II.f.i-ii]




R (2/15)
Knight’s Tale [part 1; pp. 37 ff.]



[Rudd I.a] 
Week IV
T (2/20)
Knight’s Tale [part 2; pp. 43 ff.]




[Rudd II.f.iii] 
R (2/22)
Knight’s Tale [part 3; pp. 50 ff.] 
[translation 1]
[Rudd I.b]
Week V
T (2/27)
Knight’s Tale [part 4; pp. 58 ff.] 

R (3/1)

MIDTERM I



Week VI
T (3/6)

Miller’s Prologue and Tale (pp. 66 ff.)
[Rudd II.f.iv]



ESSAY I



R (3/8)

Reeve’s Prologue and Tale (pp. 77 ff.)
[Rudd II.f.v]

Week VII
T (3/13)
Wife of Bath’s Prologue (pp. 105 ff.)




[Rudd II.f.viii]

R (3/15)
Wife of Bath’s Tale (pp. 116 ff.)
SPRING BREAK [3/17 – 3/25]
Grading distribution/scale:

Examinations (3):  30%

Essays (2): 20%

Memorization (1):  10%






Translations/Commentary (3): 30 %






Participation: 10%*

*Participation:  In part, your participation grade will be determined by demonstrating preparedness in class discussion, answering questions and contributing ideas based upon your reading.  If necessary, I may also administer “pop” quizzes to ensure students keep up with reading assignments.  These scores, in addition to your general responsiveness in class will contribute to the final grade.

Academic integrity: The English Department takes plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of other people’s ideas, very seriously indeed.  As outlined in The Student Handbook and Directory under the “Policy on Student Academic Integrity,” plagiarism may receive such penalties as failure on a paper or failure in the course.  The English Department recognizes that plagiarism is a very serious offense and instructors make their decisions regarding sanctions accordingly.

Each of the following constitutes plagiarism:

Turning in, as your own work, a paper or part of a paper that anyone other than you wrote.  This would include but is not limited to work taken from another student, from a published author or from an Internet contributor.
Turning in a paper that includes unquoted and / or undocumented passages someone else wrote.
Including in a paper someone else’s original ideas, opinions, or research results without attribution.
Paraphrasing without attribution.
 Turning the same paper in for credit in more than one class.

A few changes in wording do not make a passage your property.  As a precaution, if you are in doubt, cite the source.  Moreover, if you have gone to the trouble to investigate secondary sources, you should give yourself credit for having done so by citing those sources in your essay and by providing a list of Works Cited or Works Consulted at the conclusion of the essay.  In any case, failure to provide proper attribution could result in a severe penalty and is never worth the risk.
Reference resources:  Use the Oxford English Dictionary, available through networked university computers at www.oed.com.  Other dictionaries, specifically useful when reading Middle English are available in the reference section of Blackwell Library.  Those volumes are listed below.
Formatting requirements: The first essay should concern either one of the earlier poems, Book of the Duchess or Parliament of Fowls, or the first of the Canterbury Tales, “The Knight’s Tale.” The second essay will deal with one of the other tales.  More specific instructions will be forthcoming.  Like all assignments, these essays must be type-written using a word processing program on computer.  All margins should be 1”, and lines, double-spaced.  Use a common plain 12-point font.  Each page except the first should be numbered in the upper right-hand corner.  Follow standard MLA formatted as demonstrated by the mock essay provided in A Writer’s Resource (Maimon 2003), pp. 230-242.  Do not deviate from the model.  I will provide you with a Word template and a mock essay by way of example.
Minimum length for undergraduate papers is 1250-1500 words.  There is no need for a cover sheet of any kind; do not submit essays in folders or binders; rather, they must be stapled or paper-clipped in the upper left-hand corner. Translations should follow a similar format, although your work should be separated into lines, rather than sentences and paragraphs like the essays.  Upload all essays and translations to www.turnitin.com by the specified deadline.
Essay evaluation criteria: In each essay, aside from being careful about spelling, punctuation, format, and grammar, you should have a clear thesis (arguable claim), evidence (brief textual quotations from the literature to help substantiate your claim[s]), and a logical critical analysis of the text.  

An “A” paper, in addition to having a thesis, marshalling textual evidence, and presenting a clear analysis, should not show more than one or two minor errors in spelling, punctuation, format, or grammar.

A “B” paper may have a few minor errors, or (even if it is technically perfect) lack a clear thesis, adequate evidence, or logical analysis.

A “C” paper has several minor errors, and lacks a thesis, evidence, or analysis.

A “D” is riddled with errors, and lacks a thesis, evidence, and/or analysis.

An “F” is a “D” paper that does not meet the minimum page requirement, a paper more than five days late, or a completely non-existent paper.

Any paper not meeting the minimum page requirement (taking into consideration expected formatting parameters) earns a reduced grade, regardless of whether it meets any or all other criteria for evaluation.  Late papers also always earn a lower grade.

Translations/Commentary:  I require students periodically to produce translations of excerpts of various works from Middle English into modern.  These translations must be accompanied by a brief commentary of a page or so in length that explains 1) any particular difficulties the translator encountered, and 2) what the translation accomplishes in capturing the meaning and style of the original. Although you may consult other published translations, those you submit must be largely original.
Cell phones: No cell phone, or any other electronic communications device, should at any time be visible, let alone heard during class time.  Please disarm your ring tones and alarms before entering the classroom.  Failure to do so may be met with a severe sanction, especially if the infraction occurs during any quiz or exam.

WebCT resources:  I have collected a number of articles available for your consultation and use.  There is also a link to the Chaucer Studio and other websites where you can hear excerpts of Chaucer’s work read aloud, or access important information on the poet and his works.  As necessary, I will direct you to specific materials or sites relevant to current class work or discussion.
Tardiness/Absence:  The examinations, by their nature, necessitate your attendance.  It is unlikely a student could adequately explain the context or relevance of a quotation without at least hearing, if not participating in, class discussion or other classroom activities.  Nevertheless, I still consider no more than three absences during the semester to be acceptable.  Extraordinary circumstances surrounding any more than three absences will require extraordinary documentation.  Egregious absence (four class periods or more) or lateness will result in a letter grade reduction of your final average; six absences will result in automatic failure for the semester.
Workload/Late work:  For each “hour” in class, you should anticipate working about three hours outside class, conservatively speaking.  Certain weeks, you will necessarily have to do much more than nine hours per week.  Requests for extensions must be received in writing via e-mail at least 48 hours in advance of the due date; all other such requests will be rejected summarily.  Work submitted after the designated deadline will be penalized.  I will not accept any assignment submitted more than three days after deadline.  If you miss a midterm, you must make arrangements for a make-up exam within 24 hours.
At the University Writing Center at Herb’s Place (GUC 213), trained consultants are standing by to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public. In accordance with Salisbury University’s mission to foster a student-centered learning community, the writing center is a student-centered place; therefore, visits are not mandatory. However, all undergraduates are encouraged to make use of this important student service.  Hours and contact information are available on the Web at www.salisbury.edu/uwc. 

Addendum for Graduate Student(s):


Graduate student papers must be at least 1500-1750 words each, and they must incorporate some secondary material.  You will also be responsible for a presentation at the end of the semester on Chaucer’s epic, Troilus and Criseyde. Although you are exempt from the exams you must complete the translation assignments, as well as schedule periodic office visits.  More specific instruction will be forthcoming.
ENGL 411: Chaucer—Library Reserves (Spring 2007):
Benson. C. David.  Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde.  PR 1896 B46.

Benson, Larry D.  Literary Context of Chaucer’s Fabliaux.  PR1912 A2 B4.

Bessserman, Lawrence. Chaucer’s Biblical Poetics.  PR 1933 R4.

Bisson, Lillian.  Chaucer and the Late Medieval World.  PR 1933 S59 B57.

Boitani, Piero.  Cambridge Chaucer Companion.  PR 1924 C28.

Bowden, Muriel.  A Reader’s Guide to Geoffrey Chaucer.  PR 1924 B6.

Brewer, Derek. Chaucer and His World.  PR 1906.5 B68.

_____. Chaucer’s Critical Heritage.  PR1924 C44.

_____.  A New Introduction to Chaucer.  PR 1905 B72.

Burnley, David.  A Guide to Chaucer’s Language.  PR 1940 B78.

Cawley, A.C. Chaucer’s Mind and Art.  PR1924 C3.

Crane, Susan.  Gender and Romance in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.  PR 1875 R65 C73.

Cullen, Dolores.  Chaucer’s Pilgrims.  PR 1875 A44 C85.

Davenport, W.A.  Chaucer and His English Contemporaries.  PR 1874 D38.

Davis, Norman.  Chaucer Glossary.  PR 1941 C5.  [reference]

Dillon, Bert.  Chaucer Dictionary.  PR 1903 D5.  [reference]

French, Robert.  Chaucer Handbook.  PR1905 F7.

Hallissy, Margaret.  Companion to Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.  PR 1874 H27.

Hanawalt, Barbara.  Chaucer’s England.  PR 1906.5 C48.

Hermann, John.  Signs and Symbols in Chaucer’s Poetry.  PR1933 A44 A4.

Hirsh, John.  Chaucer and the Canterbury Tales.  PR1905 H54.

Hussey, Maurice.  Chaucer’s World: A Pictorial Companion.  PR 1906.5 H8.

Jones, Terry. Chaucer’s Knight.  PR 1868 K63 J6.

Jost. Jean.  Chaucer’s Humor.  PR 1933 H 85 C48.

Lambdin, Laura.  Chaucer’s Pilgrims: A Historical Guide.  PR 1875 O26 C48.

Lerer, Seth.  Chaucer and His Readers.  PR1924 L38.

Mann, Jill.  Chaucer and Medieval Estates Satire.  PR1868 P9 M3.

Patterson, Lee.  Chaucer and the Subject of History.  PR 1933 H57 P38.

Pearsall, Derek.  Life of Geoffrey Chaucer.  PR 1905 P43.

Robinson, Ian.  Chaucer and the English Tradition.  PR1906.5 R6.

Rooney, Anne.  Geoffrey Chaucer: A Guide through the Critical Maze.  PR 1924 R66.

Rowland, Beryl.  Companion to Chaucer Studies.  PR1924 R68.

Sandved, Arthur.  Introduction to Chaucerian English.  PR 1940 S26.

Tatlock, John.  Concordance to the Complete Works.  PR 1941 T3.  [reference]

Trigg, Stephanie.  Reading Chaucer from Medieval to Postmodern.  PR 1924 T69.

Weever, Jacqueline de.  Chaucer Name Dictionary.  PR1903 D4. [reference]

Wetherbee, Winthrop.  The Canterbury Tales.  PR 1874 W45.

Woods, William.  England in the Age of Chaucer.  DA 185 W64.

Recordings on Reserve:

Chaucer Aloud: The Varieties of Textual Interpretation.  PR1875 O73 B68

Clerk’s Tale.  PR1868 C62 B8

Franklin’s Tale.  PR1868 F7 B87

Friar’s Tale.  PR 1868 F75 G39

General Prologue.  PR1868 P8

Knight’s Tale.  PR1868 K63 G38

Man of Law’s Tale.  PR1868 M33 B77

Manciple’s Tale.  PR1868 M42 T55

Merchant’s Tale.  PR1868 M42 B8

Miller’s Tale.  PR 1868 M59

Nun’s Priest’s Tale.  PR1868 N69

Pardoner’s Tale.  PR1868 P3 G35

Prioress’s Tale.  PR1868 P55

Reeve’s Tale.  PR1868 R44

Shipman’s Tale.  PR1868 S55

Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale.  PR1868 W6

[As part of your final examination, you will be required to recite as well as transcribe the first eighteen lines of the Prologue to the Canterbury Tales in Middle English.]
This syllabus is subject to change at my discretion.
This syllabus is subject to change at my discretion.


