Course Enhancement Rationale

Course Dept/Number:  ENGL 411


Instructor:  Ross Leasure 
Total Credits: 4
Course Name:  Chaucer 
Gen Ed Cr:  X Yes or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	X Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
During the extra hour each week in class, I will directly instruct students in the language of Chaucer, Middle English, which is sufficiently different from modern English that students experience great difficulty pronouncing and comprehending texts written in the language.  Whereas, previously, I trusted that students would make use of audio sources and other ancillary aids to gain a facility with Chaucer’s English, I can now through this enhancement plan, ensure that every student who studies texts like The Canterbury Tales can read them out loud correctly and with comprehension.
2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
I will model pronunciation and guide students through the translation/paraphrase of important passages of Middle English poetry.  Feedback will be verbal and immediate.  This enhancement will function like a language laboratory for all intents and purposes.
3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students (and faculty) to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

One additional hour per week in class seat time.
4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  
I will apply my experience and expertise in historical linguistics and the language of Middle English as a means to provide instantaneous assessments of student progress with regard to the skills of pronunciation and objective of comprehension.  Students will perform “sight readings” of key passages, “translating” or paraphrasing as they go, allowing me to interject as necessary as part of the instructive process.  This training will be tested in three ways: through graded periodic translation projects, the memorization and recitation of a pre-selected passage (also graded), and student responses to untranslated passages provided on midterms and the final exam.
