Course Enhancement Rationale

Course Dept/Number:  Engl 399/Honr 311


Instructor:  Morrison 
Total Credits: 04
Course Name:  London and the Lakes 
Gen Ed Cr:  X Yes or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	X Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	  X Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	X Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	X International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
This course requires students to do a lot of reading and writing, and I have increased both activities in order to enhance this course.  My expectation for the students’ daily reading is higher in this course than it would be in a 3 credit course.  I am also taking students to the U.K. for 8 days, during which time they will be required to undertake field trips (at least 45 hours engagement) that will enhance their understanding of the texts and issues we are addressing in this course.  There will be daily writing assignments required while in the U.K., and they must use these as the basis for a submitted journal to be submitted shportly after our return to the U.S.  My courses are all discussion based; students write every class period.  Students are required to bring three critical questions reflecting on the assigned reading to each class.  They will also be required to attend movie screenings outside of class and to respond in writing to these (4-6 pages).  The course will be more rigorous in its demands upon the students’ grasp of materials; the expansion of reading will also make the class more thorough, as will the research –heavy final group project assignment.

2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
I will be (as stated on my syllabus) happy to meet with students and discuss their writing at any point in the semester prior to the work being submitted for a grade.  I am also, of course, happy to meet with them to discuss their graded work too.  I provide individual assignment instruction sheets for all written work, considering purpose, audience, formatting, and giving the students’ evaluative guidelines to help them craft their work.  I always keep my posted office hours and am happy to meet with students at other mutually convenient times.  I will also conduct an informal and anonymous midterm evaluation soliciting their concerns/opinions about the enhanced aspects of the class.  I will also organize and conduct the class as a group throughout our time abroad.
3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students (and faculty) to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

I have increased the reading load for the class, thus adding approximately 10 hours of additional reading time.  Students are expected to prepare critical questions for every class period (which I will review in/after class), amounting to approximately 10 extra hours of critical thinking and writing.  I am also asking the students to view a movies (2.5 hours) and to write a 2-3 page response to it (3 hours of writing).  They are also expected to read and write while in the U.K. (various journal assignments—at least 16 hours) as well as to engage in field trip activities (45 hours).  They will need to spend group time outside of class too, in order to prepare their group presentation.
4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  
The enhancement will be assessed throughout the semester; I expect the additional readings and writing will encourage students’ more active engagement in the materials at hand.  I can assess such engagement through the daily class discussions as well as through review of the papers.  The students’ pre-prepared discussion questions should illuminate their engagement with the texts at hand; the additional outside reading should be evident within our classes and their papers.  I will conduct an informal and anonymous midterm evaluation that will include questions geared particularly toward the enhancements in the class; I will use their responses to make any pertinent adjustments for the second half of the semester.  My instructor’s question on the end of the semester evaluations will also address the enhancement aspects of the class particularly.  I will also solicit their feedback regarding the overseas travel section of the course.
5.
For Gen Ed Courses Only:  Identify the student learning goals (Appendix F of SU Catalog) addressed through the enhancement for this course.      

Skills: Critical Thinking, Command of Language, Information Literacy—all these are prominent aspects of all classes I teach, as evident in the accompanying syllabus.

Breadth of Knowledge: Sections 1 (largely b and c, as we will be reading about the past and different cultures) and 2

Dispositions: All subcategories, since students will read materials from diverse cultures and will come to a deeper understanding of the world(s) around them and the ways in which their interactions with it influence it.

