English 252: Aspects of the Novel

Fall 2008
Dr. Pike

      Office: HH 379 (410-543-6440)

 

Office Hours: M/W 12-2 by appointment (E-mail: jepike@salisbury.edu)

Required Texts:





Shelley, Frankenstein


Stoker, Dracula: A Norton Critical Edition


Kafka, Metamorphosis


Conrad, Heart of Darkness





Ellison, Invisible Man


Sundquist, Cultural Contexts for Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man
This course provides an introduction to the novel and an overview of its development with a focus of the concept of estrangement and acculturation. We will encounter individuals who are estranged in their environment and/or culture and either struggle to acculturate themselves or remain on the outside of society for various reasons.  We will begin with the romantic period of the 19th century, where we will see how both artists and writers celebrate the role of the individual as outcast and inaugurate a new concept of the individual as portrayed in Shelley’s Frankenstein. Next, we will move into the Victorian period where the issue of estrangement and acculturation becomes defined in new ways by England’s quest to expand and protect the British Empire and its imperialist mission. While we find in Stoker’s novel Victorian formulas for acculturation and new models of masculinity and femininity, by the early twentieth century these models are questioned once again.  In Kafka’s novella, we discover an individual who is quite acculturated into the status quo, but ironically he becomes as estranged as the outcast Creature in Shelley’s novel.  Lastly, we will look at a young man’s struggles to acculturate into a society that excludes him; however, he must learn that he is estranged not only from others but from himself as well.  Ellison ends his novel with a new model of acculturation that requires all Americans to acculturate themselves anew.  

You are responsible for both the readings as well as for the assignments along with active participation in class discussions.  This course is in accordance with SU's Writing Across the Curriculum requirement. 
Course Enhancement:  This is a four-credit course which includes increased course content and collateral readings, undergraduate research and information literacy and higher levels of critical thinking exercises.  The enhancements of this course are centered upon a undergraduate research and scholarship, which were not components of this course prior to its enhancement.  With this new curricular model, you will move into a more advanced and complex level of academic research, writing and critical inquiry. These enhancements will move you from single, text-based literary analyses to multiple text-bases analyses with the integration of secondary sources.  Your first paper will be shorter (5-7 pages) and only requires two outside sources (scholarly articles or chapters in books), while the second essay will be longer (7-10 pages) and requires five outside sources (scholarly articles or chapters in books).  Prior to the enhancement, both papers were shorter and did not require students to do outside research and to integrate that research into their essays.  Undergraduate scholarship is extremely rigorous because it requires students to synthesize several enhancements in order to produce a scholarly paper. These enhancements are means to guide you into undergraduate scholarship.  In the first five weeks, there will be increased course content and critical thinking assignments (10 added hours ), which will introduce  you to literary analysis along with the use of citations, explication of citations and a review of MLA citation format).  Afterwards, we will begin the research and information technology component (15 added hours) where you will be learning how to use academic databases and other research tools and technology at the library, which will entail collaborative and independent learning.  There will be “library labs” and lab reports that will stair step you through the research process, which will refine your information literacy skills and introduce you to research methodology. The last component is the integration of your research materials (secondary sources) and primary source (novel).  For this last component (20 added hours), you will be producing two scholarly, research papers on two different literary texts.  With the first paper, I will be offering much greater guidance and tutorials; however, your second paper will require you to do more independent research with the aim of having you discover the joys and challenges of independent learning.  I will, however, offer conference consultations for both papers to provide feedback.
 Grading Percentages:


  
Essay # 1 (5-7 pages)  
15% (Essay will require 2secondary source materials)


   
Essay # 2  (7-10 Pages) 
25% (Essay will require 5 secondary source materials)



Library Lab Reports
10%   (Research & Source Material Evaluations)


Written Assignments
20%   (Homework)

 
Exam # 1 `   


10%



Exam # 2      

10%


Quizzes


10%

Due dates for lab reports, written assignments and homework are solid due dates.  Late work will not be accepted.  Late papers will be penalized a letter grade per day late.

Attendance policy:  You are allowed to miss two quizzes.  At the end of the semester I will drop two quiz grades (your lowest quizzes or two missed quizzes); any other absences will adversely affect your grade.  Students should reserve an absence for an unexpected illness or personal/family emergency; medical appointments, job interviews, etc., should be scheduled for other times.
Class work, Lab work & Homework policy:  If you miss a class, you are responsible to get the assignments and class notes from other students in the class (get phone numbers & e-mail addresses from students in the class).  I will not accept e-mail messages or phone calls for missed class assignments.  It is your responsibility to get that information from other students in the class.
Essay Assignments:  You will submit two formal essays this semester.  You must submit you essay electronically to www.turnitin.com as well as a submission of a hard copy to me in class on the due date.  Any papers turned in after the start of the class or thereafter will be penalized a letter grade, and each day thereafter will receive a letter grade deduction per day late. 

Any essays that have been cited for academic dishonesty will receive at the minimum a zero for the assignment and the maximum penalty will be an “F” for the course due to academic dishonesty.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY/PLAGIARISM Policy

The English Department takes plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of other people’s words or  ideas, very seriously.  As outlined in the Student Handbook under the “Policy on Student Academic Integrity,” plagiarism may receive such penalties as failure on a paper or failure in the course.  The Department’s Plagiarism Committee determines the appropriate penalty in each case, but bear in mind that the committee recognizes that plagiarism is a very serious academic offense and makes its decisions accordingly.  Since research papers are a very important component of this class, please familiarize yourself with the details below.

Each of the following constitutes plagiarism:

1.  Turning in as your own work a paper or part of a paper that anyone other than you 
wrote.  This would include but is not limited to work taken from another student, from a 
published author, or from an Internet contributor.

2.  Turning in a paper that includes unquoted and/or undocumented passages someone else wrote.

3.  Including in a paper someone else’s original ideas, opinions or research results without attribution.


4.  Paraphrasing without attribution.

A few changes in wording do not make a passage your property.  As a precaution, if you 
are in doubt, cite the source.  Moreover, if you have gone to the trouble to investigate 
secondary sources, you should give yourself credit for having done so by citing those 
sources in your essay and by providing a list of Works Cited or Works Consulted at the conclusion of the essay.  In any case, failure to provide proper attribution could result in a severe penalty and is never worth the risk.

University Writing Center 
The Writing Center is at Herb’s Place (GUC 213), where trained consultants will be ready to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public. In accordance with Salisbury University’s mission to foster a student-centered learning community, the writing center is a student-centered place; therefore, visits are not mandatory. 
The following schedule is subject to minor alterations if necessary.

Week One 


Introduction to Romanticism & Key Course Concepts

Shelley, Frankenstein, 1-34




Typed citation exercise due


Shelley, Frankenstein, 17-34  

Typed Homework  #1 due (citations required & MLA format)
Week Two



Labor Day  
Shelley, Frankenstein, 34-73 
Shelley ,Frankenstein, 52-85 




Typed Homework  #2 due (citations required)
Week Three


Shelley, Frankenstein, 85-114 

Shelley, Frankenstein, 114-156

 
Shelley, cont.



Typed Homework  #3 due (citations required)
Week Four


Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 1-3 

Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 4-6

Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 7-10


Typed Prospectus on Dracula Subtext due
Week Five 

      
Exam I

Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 11-14

Stoker, Dracula, Chapters  15-18
Week Six



Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 19-22



Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 23-25  Library Labs Begin


Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 26-27



Read articles in the Norton Critical Edition:



Christopher Craft “Gender Inversion in Bram Stoker’s Dracula,” 


444-459 & Stephen D. Arata “The Occidental Tourist: Dracula and 




the Anxiety of Reverse Colonization,” 462-470
Week Seven


Kafka, Metamorphosis
  Library Lab Report #1 due 


Kafka, Metamorphosis, cont.  

Conrad, Heart of Darkness    Library Lab Report #2 due
Week Eight

Conrad, Heart of Darkness    Abstract due & Conference Assignments

Conrad, Heart of Darkness
   



Conrad, Heart of Darkness
  Conferences
Week  Nine

Conrad, Heart of Darkness
  Conferences
 
Conrad, Heart of Darkness
  

Conrad, cont.

Week Ten

Essay # 1 Due  

Ellison, Invisible Man 3-46 



Readings from Sundquist, Cultural Contexts for Ralph Ellison’s


 Invisible Man 33-38 (Booker T. Washington) &  39-47 (W.E.B. DuBois)

Ellison, Invisible Man, 35-46
Week Eleven

Ellison, Invisible Man, 47-70  

Ellison, Invisible Man,71-97


 Readings from Sundquist, 56-65 & 66-71 (Langston Hughes & Myrdal)

Ellison, Invisible Man, 98-135 


Readings from Sundquist, 159-171 (Alain Locke)
Week Twelve

Ellison, Invisible Man, 135-195


Readings from Sundquist, 117-131 (Vernacular Culture)
Ellison, Invisible Man, 196-261


Ellison, Invisible Man, 261-332


Week Thirteen


  Exam II


  Ellison, Invisible Man, 333-363 Library Lab Assignment # 3 due

  Thanksgiving Break

Week Fourteen


Ellison, Invisible Man, 364-461 Library Lab Assignment # 4 due

Ellison, Invisible Man, 462-500  Abstract & Annotated Bibliography due  


Ellison, Invisible Man 501-540 
Week Fifteen

4
Ellison, Invisible Man, 541-581  Draft due

6
Ellison, Invisible Man
Conferences

8    Ellison, Invisible Man
Conferences

Exam Week


Conferences 

Final Exam paper due (TBA) 

