English 252: Aspects of the Novel

Fall 2007

Dr. Pike

      Office: HH 379 (410-543-6440)

 

Office Hours: M/W 12-2 by appointment (E-mail: jepike@salisbury.edu)

Texts:





Shelley, Frankenstein


Stoker, Dracula



Kafka, Metamorphosis


Conrad, Heart of Darkness





Ellison, Invisible Man
This course provides an introduction to the novel and an overview of its development with focus of the concept of estrangement and acculturation. We will encounter individuals who are estranged in their environment and/or culture and either struggle to acculturate themselves or remain on the outside of society for various reasons.  We will begin with the romantic period of the 19th century, where we will see how both artists and writers celebrate the role of the individual as outcast and inaugurate a new concept of the individual as portrayed in Shelley’s Frankenstein. Next, we will move into the Victorian period where the issue of estrangement and acculturation become defined in new ways by England’s quest to expand and protect the British empire and its imperialist mission. While we find in Stoker’s novel the Victorian formulas for acculturation and new models of masculinity and femininity, by the early twentieth century these models were questioned once again.  In Kafka’s novella we discover an individual who is quite acculturated into to norm in many ways but ironically he becomes as estranged as the Creature in Shelley’s novel.  Lastly, we will look at a young man’s struggles to acculturate into a society that excludes him; he must learn that he is estranged not only from others but from himself as well.  Ellison ends his novel with a new model of acculturation that requires all Americans to acculturate themselves anew.  

You are responsible for both the readings as well as for the assignments along with active participation in class discussions.  This course is in accordance with SU's Writing Across the Curriculum requirement.  Papers and exams will account for 80% of your grade and quizzes 20%  (announced and unannounced).  Late papers will be penalized.

Attendance policy:  You are allowed to miss two quizzes.  At the end of the semester I will drop two quiz grades (your lowest quizzes or two missed quizzes); any other absences will adversely affect your grade.  Students should reserve an absence for an unexpected illness or personal/family emergency; medical appointments, job interviews, etc., should be scheduled for other times.  The following schedule is subject to minor alterations if necessary.

Homework policy:  If you miss a class, you are responsible to get the assignments and class notes from other students in the class (get phone numbers & e-mail addresses from students in the class).  I will not accept e-mail messages or phone calls for missed class assignments.  It is your responsibility to get that information from other students in the class.
Essay Assignments:  You will submit two formal essays this semester.  You must submit you essay electronically to www.turnitin.com as well as a submission of a hard copy to me in class on the due date.  Any papers turned in after the start of the class or thereafter will be penalized a letter grade, and each day thereafter will receive a letter grade deduction per day late. 

Any essays that have been cited for academic dishonesty will receive at the minimum a zero for the assignment and the maximum penalty will be an “F” for the course due to academic dishonesty.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY/PLAGIARISM Policy

The English Department takes plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of other people’s words or ideas, very seriously.  As outlined in the Student Handbook under the “Policy on Student Academic Integrity,” plagiarism may receive such penalties as failure on a paper or failure in the course.  The Department’s Plagiarism Committee determines the appropriate penalty in each case, but bear in mind that the committee recognizes that plagiarism is a very serious academic offense and makes its decisions accordingly.  Since research papers are a very important component of this class, please familiarize yourself with the details below.

Each of the following constitutes plagiarism:

1.  Turning in as your own work a paper or part of a paper that anyone other than you 
wrote.  This would include but is not limited to work taken from another student, from a 
published author, or from an Internet contributor.

2.  Turning in a paper that includes unquoted and/or undocumented passages someone else wrote.

3.  Including in a paper someone else’s original ideas, opinions or research results without attribution.


4.  Paraphrasing without attribution.

A few changes in wording do not make a passage your property.  As a precaution, if you 
are in doubt, cite the source.  Moreover, if you have gone to the trouble to investigate 
secondary sources, you should give yourself credit for having done so by citing those 
sources in your essay and by providing a list of Works Cited or Works Consulted at the conclusion of the essay.  In any case, failure to provide proper attribution could result in a severe penalty and is never worth the risk.

University Writing Center 
The Writing Center is at Herb’s Place (GUC 213), where trained consultants will be ready to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public. In accordance with Salisbury University’s mission to foster a student-centered learning community, the writing center is a student-centered place; therefore, visits are not mandatory. 
Tentative Assignment Schedule:

Aug
27
Introduction to Romanticism

29
Shelley, Frankenstein, 1-15


31  Shelley, Frankenstein, 17-34

Sept 
3     Labor Day  

5    Shelley, Frankenstein, 34-51


7
Shelley ,Frankenstein, 52-73

10
Shelley, Frankenstein, 73-85 

12 
Shelley, Frankenstein, 85-97

 
14
Shelley, Frankenstein, 98-114

17
Shelley, Frankenstein, 114-134


19
Shelley, Frankenstein, 135-156
21  Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 1-3

24
Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 4-6

26
Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 7-9

28   Essay due (3-5 pages)
Oct.
1
Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 10-12

3
Stoker, Dracula, Chapters  13-15

5
Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 16-18

8
Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 19-21


10
Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 22-24

12  Stoker, Dracula, Chapters 25-27

15
Kafka, Metamorphosis

17
Kafka, Metamorphosis, cont. 

19  Exam I 

22  Conrad, Heart of Darkness
 
24  Conrad, Heart of Darkness

26  Conrad, cont.


29  Conrad, Cont.  

31  Ellison, Invisible Man 3-46
Nov
2   Ellison, Invisible Man, 35-46

5
Ellison,Invisible Man, 47-70

7
Ellison,Invisible Man,71-97


9 
Ellison,Invisible Man, 98-135


12
Ellison, Invisible Man, 
13  Ellison, Invisible Man,135-195


15  Exam II



20 
Ellison, Invisible Man, 196-261 

22   Ellison, Invisible Man,  261-332


Thanksgiving Break


27
Ellison, Invisible Man,333-363



29
Ellison, Invisible Man, 364-416
Dec.
1
Ellison, Invisible Man, 417-461



4
Ellison, Invisible Man, 462-500


6
Ellison, Invisible Man, 501-540

8    Ellison, Invisible Man, 541-581


Exam Week


Final Exam paper due (3-5 pages)(TBA) 

