
Course Enhancement Rationale 
 
Course Dept/Number:  PHIL 101    Course Name:  Introduction to Philosophy 
 
Instructor:  Grace Clement  Total Credits:  4  Gen Ed Cr:  Yes  
                            
Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the 
appropriate box.  
 
Enhancement COMAR  Requirements 
X Increased course content and/or collateral 
readings  

Additional 45 hours per semester of 
supervised, documented learning.  

□  Undergraduate Research and 
Information Literacy 

Additional 45 hours per semester of 
supervised, documented learning and/or 
supervised instruction and documented 
learning through appropriate technology 
mediums.  

□  Technology Supervised instruction and documented 
learning through appropriate technology 
mediums.  

X  Higher Level Critical Thinking 
Exercises 

Additional 45 hours per semester of 
supervised, documented learning and/or 
supervised instruction and documented 
learning through appropriate technology 
mediums. 

□  Service Learning/Civic Engagement Additional 45 hours per semester of 
supervised, document learning. 

□  International Education/Cultural 
Enrichment 

Additional 45 hours per semester of 
supervised, documented learning.   

□  Additional hour(s) in class Additional 15 hours per semester of 
supervised, documented learning. 
(Complete only questions #1 below) 

□  Additional hour(s) in lab or studio Additional 30 hours per semester of 
supervised, documented learning.   

 
1.   Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course 
will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more 
rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience.   
 
There will be significantly more assigned reading in the enhanced course than in the 
current course.  Philosophical text is especially dense and difficult, so we cannot assign 
as many pages of reading as some disciplines do, but I will move from 232 pages of text 
in the current course to 328 pages in the enhanced course.  In order to ensure that students 
benefit from this extra reading, not all of which we will be able to cover in-depth in class, 
I have chosen different books with reader-friendly features like answers to exercises in 



the back of the book and “thinking questions” preceding each essay, as well as reading 
selections of special interest to students.          
 
In addition, there will be significantly more assigned writing in the enhanced course than 
in the current course.  Currently, students are required to write four 3-5 page formal 
papers and six 1 page informal writing assignments.  In the enhanced course, students 
will be required to write thirteen 2 page papers and two 3-5 page formal papers.  
Currently, then, students write 18-26 pages; in the enhanced course, students will write 
30-36 pages.  But more important than the extra pages will be a change in emphasis:  
while the current informal writing assignments are graded with a simple check/check-
plus/check-minus and are worth 15% of the course grade, the weekly papers in the 
enhanced course will be graded (on an A-F scale) and will be the most important 
component (40%) of the course grade.  The purpose of this weekly, graded writing is to 
help students become more comfortable with writing, and better writers, more focused on 
the material, but also to have them use writing to become better thinkers.  I will design 
writing assignments that focus on skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.          
 
In the enhanced course, there will also be an exam focusing on critical thinking.  
Currently, there are no exams in the course.  I have added this unit as the first unit of the 
course because I believe that some preliminary attention to critical thinking will help 
students read and write more skillfully.      
 
2.    Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and 
feedback for the enhancement activity.   
 
I will read and grade all of the students’ writing assignments and their exam.  Students 
will not be able to do well on these assignments unless they read the assigned material 
carefully and think about it on their own.  In addition to giving students grades, I give 
them extensive written feedback, so that they have guidance on how to improve their 
work.  With such regular writing assignments, students will have ample opportunity to 
improve during the course of the semester.   
 
3.    Discuss the estimated time expected for students (and faculty) to complete the 
enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit): 
 
Students will do approximately 30% more reading and 30%-40% more writing than they 
do now.  This will require of them at least three hours of extra outside-of-class work per 
week.  It will also require that I spend at least three extra hours of reading, designing 
assignments, and grading every week.        
 
4.    Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.   
 
To assess the enhanced course, I will rely on my own pedagogical judgment to compare 
the quality of student performance in this course with the quality of student performance 
in the corresponding three-credit course I have taught.  I will also rely on students’ 



responses to two new questions about enhancements to be added to the regular 
departmental course evaluation form.     
 
5. For Gen Ed Courses Only:  Identify the student learning goals (Appendix F 
of SU Catalog) addressed through the enhancement for this course.  
 
Critical Thinking 
Command of Language 
Breadth of Knowledge—Civilization, Contemporary Global Issues 
Interdependence among Disciplines 
Social Responsibility 
Humane Values 
Intellectual Curiosity 
 
 
      



Philosophy 101 (ENHANCED)          Office Hours:  MWF 12-2   
Introduction to Philosophy              Office:  Philosophy House, 202 
Dr. Grace Clement                    Office Phone:  (410) 677-5074 
Fall 2007                         E-mail:  gaclement@salisbury.edu    
 
 
Course Description:   
 
The purpose of this course is to learn to think philosophically:  that is, clearly and 
critically about matters of ultimate importance.  We will explore questions about 
morality, knowledge, the mind and body, God, and the meaning of life.  We will take as 
our model the ancient Greek philosopher Socrates, and we will study works of a number 
of historical and contemporary philosophers.      
 
Philosophy often seems unusual to students because most philosophical “truths” are open 
to debate.  In fact, in philosophy, asking good questions is more important than knowing 
the “right” answer.  This means that you will not succeed in this course by merely 
parroting my views; indeed, thinking philosophically requires that you critically examine 
whatever views I express.  However, the fact that there are few established truths in 
philosophy sometimes leads students to think that everyone has his or her own opinions 
or “philosophy” which cannot be evaluated objectively.  This is a misconception:  while 
your work will not be evaluated based on whether it reaches the “right” conclusion, it will 
be evaluated based on the philosophical skill it demonstrates; that is, on your 
understanding of often difficult and subtle philosophical ideas, on your openness to and 
skill in critically examining your own and others’ views, and on your ability to express 
philosophical ideas and take part in philosophical dialogue in class and in writing.     
 
Philosophy is difficult, but most students find it rewarding, especially if they keep in 
mind two things.  First, philosophy is an activity rather than a set of beliefs that one 
holds.  The more actively you engage yourself with the material and ideas that arise in the 
course, the more you will stimulate your growth as a philosopher.  Second, philosophy is 
not primarily a major or a career, but a way of thinking and living that is of great value in 
virtually any aspect of life and any career.   
 
This class, along with all philosophy classes beginning this semester, is a 
four-credit enhanced course, rather than a traditional three-credit course.  
Different philosophy classes will be enhanced in different ways; in this 
class students will be required to do more, and more in-depth, reading, and 
more writing than they would be required to do in a comparable three-
credit course.  This extra work will require approximately three hours per 
week outside of class.  (This is in addition to the six hours of outside of 
class work per week that students are expected to do in a three-credit 
class.)  These additional requirements will be demanding, but the 
Philosophy Department is making these changes because we believe that 
our students will receive a better philosophical education by taking fewer 
classes and focusing more on each class.      



 
 
Texts: 
A Preface to Philosophy, sixth edition, by Mark B. Woodhouse (Wadsworth) 
Delight in Thinking:  An Introduction to Philosophy Reader, edited by 

Steven D. Hales and Scott C. Lowe (McGraw-Hill)   
 
Requirements: 
 
1.   Weekly Writing Assignments (40% of grade) 
 
You will be required to turn in a two page writing assignment every other 
class.  (See writing schedule below.)  Specific assignments will be made in class and 
will require that you read carefully and reflect on the assigned material.  These 
assignments are intended as preparation for class discussion, and you may be asked to 
share your work with the class, or with a group in class.  Assignments will not be 
accepted late and you must come to class to turn them in.  I do not accept 
assignments by e-mail.   
 
2.  One exam (15% of grade) 
 
There will be an in-class exam on philosophy and critical thinking, based 
on our study of A Preface to Philosophy, chapters 1-6.     
 
3.  Two formal papers (30% of grade) 
 
These three-to-five page papers will require that you understand, reflect upon, and apply 
the ideas we study.  Topics will be assigned in class.  Papers should be typed, written 
carefully, and proofread.  Because it is important that you learn to express yourself well, 
grammar and spelling do matter.  I will penalize you ½ letter grade for every two 
misspellings or significant errors in grammar that I find in your paper.  I expect papers to 
be turned in on time.  Late papers will be penalized by one letter grade; and I will not 
accept papers more than one week late except in extremely extenuating and 
documented circumstances.  I do not accept papers by e-mail.         
 
4.  Attendance and Participation (15% of grade).  
 
Class participation is vital in this course because philosophy is conducted primarily 
through discussion.  You are expected to come to class prepared and to participate in 
class discussions.  Note that participation is not just a matter of talking a lot.  Quality, 
effort, and a willingness to listen to and learn from others are more essential 
contributions.  Minimally, you are expected to show courtesy and recognize the 
importance of classroom functions:  come to class on time and stay in class the 
whole period; turn off your cell phone; at the very least, you are expected to be 
awake and attentive in class.  If you do not follow these guidelines, your grade will 
be affected.      



 
Because class discussion is so important to this course, regular attendance is expected.  If 
you miss 3 classes, you will receive at best a ‘B’ for this grade; if you miss 4 classes you 
will receive at best a ‘C’; if you miss 6 or more classes, you will receive an ‘F’ for this 
grade.  Two latenesses will count as one absence.  Your two allowed absences are 
intended for illness or emergencies, and you are expected to save them in case you 
need them for these reasons.  Absences beyond your second absence, even when you 
have good reason to be absent, will not be excused.  If you have an extended 
documented illness or family emergency, please speak to me as soon as possible.     
 
The Writing Center:   
At the University Writing Center at Herb’s Place, trained consultants will be ready to 
help you at any stage of the writing process.  It is often helpful for writers to share their 
work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their 
ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public.  In 
accordance with Salisbury University’s mission to foster a student-centered learning 
community, the writing center is a student-centered place; therefore, visits are not 
mandatory.  However, all undergraduates are encouraged to make use of this important 
student service. 
 
Academic Integrity:   
You are encouraged to talk to others about assignments, but the work you turn in must be 
your own.  In this class you are not expected to do any outside research—you are 
expected to study the course readings carefully and develop your own thoughts about 
them and the questions they address.  I am interested in your own thoughts, expressed in 
your own voice.  If you choose to do research using outside sources, you must cite it 
carefully.  Please do not make the serious mistake of downloading papers (or parts of 
papers) off the Internet, or “borrowing” from other sources.  I detect such papers easily.  
Plagiarism is a serious violation of academic integrity, and the standard penalty for 
plagiarism is failure for the course.  If you have any doubts about whether something 
counts as plagiarism, please speak with me before you turn it in.   
 
To foster and sustain an ethical community and a culture of integrity, the Philosophy 
Department asks you to sign an honor pledge that the work you do has been truly your 
own and when you have relied on sources you have cited them.  I ask that you write and 
sign the following pledge on your papers:  “As a Salisbury University student, I pledge 
that I have completed this assignment honorably.”    
 
Class Schedule 
 
I.  What is Philosophy?   
8/28:  Introduction to the course 
8/30:  Woodhouse, chapter 1:  Recognizing Philosophical Subject Matter 
Assignment #1 due, A-L students. 
9/4:  Woodhouse, chapter 2:  Why Philosophize? 
Assignment #1 due, M-Z students.   



9/6:  Woodhouse, chapter 3:  Philosophical Progress:  Clearing Up Some  
Misconceptions 
Assignment #2 due, A-L students. 
9/11:  Woodhouse, chapter 4:  Doing Philosophy:  Getting Started 
Assignment #2 due, M-L students. 
9/13:  Woodhouse, chapter 5:  Doing Philosophy:  Further Considerations 
Assignment #3 due, A-L students. 
9/18:  Woodhouse, chapter 6:  Common Fallacies in Argument 
Assignment #3 due, M-Z students. 
 
9/20:  Exam   
 
II.  Moral and Political Philosophy 
9/25:   Woodhouse, chapter 7:  Reading Philosophy, and Barzun, “Trim the College?—A 
Utopia!” (pp. 3-6) 
Assignment #4 due, A-L students.      
9/27:  Plato, “The Apology” (pp. 3-16)  
 Assignment #4 due, M-Z students.       
10/2:  Plato, “The Apology” (pp. 16-25)    
Assignment #5 due, A-L students.       
10/4:  Milgram, “Obedience to Authority” and Bennett, “The Conscience of Huckleberry  
Finn” (pp. 26-48)  
Assignment #5 due, M-Z students.    
10/9:  Midgley, “Trying Out One’s New Sword” and Rachels, “Ethical Egoism” (pp. 66- 
77)   
Assignment #6 due, A-L students.    
10/11:  Kant, “The Categorical Imperative” (pp. 90-98)  
Assignment #6 due, M-Z students.        
10/16:  Gilligan, “Gender and Moral Development” (pp. 106-114)  
Assignment #7 due, A-L students.         
10/18:  Gutmann, “Deliberation and Democratic Character” (pp. 139-147)   
Assignment #7 due, M-Z students.         
10/23:  Mendus, “Losing the Faith:  Feminism and Democracy” (pp. 148-158)   
Assignment #8 due, A-L students.         
10/25:  Woodhouse, chapter 8:  Writing Philosophy   
Assignment #8 due, M-Z students.         
 
10/30:  Formal Paper #1 due in class. 
 
III.  Philosophy of Religion 
10/30:  Kurtz, “Should Skeptical Inquiry Be Applied to Religion?” (pp. 161-166) 
11/1:  Aquinas, “The Five Ways” and Paley, “The Watchmaker” (pp. 170-174) 
Assignment #9 due, A-L students.         
11/6:  Manson, “The Design Argument” (pp. 175-196) 
Assignment #9 due, M-Z students.         



11/8:  Pascal, “The Wager” and Johnson. “The Problem of Evil” (pp. 193-196 and 209-
214) 
Assignment #10 due, A-L students.         
11/13:  Stump, “A Solution to the Problem of Evil” (pp. 215-227) 
Assignment #10 due, M-Z students.         
 
IV.  Mind and Knowledge 
11/15:  Almeder, “Reincarnation and Mind/Body Dualism” (pp. 275-288) 
Assignment #11 due, A-L students.         
11/20:  Hales, “Evidence and the Afterlife” (pp. 289-297) 
Assignment #11 due, M-Z students.         
11/27:  Thompson, “The Know-It-All Machine” (pp. 298-304) 
Assignment #12 due, A-L students.         
11/29:  Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs” (pp. 305-322) 
Assignment #12 due, M-Z students.         
12/4:  Shermer, “I Am Therefore I Think” (pp. 383-392) 
Assignment #13 due, A-L students.         
12/6:  James, “The Will to Believe” (pp. 403-413) 
Assignment #13 due, M-Z students.         
 
Wednesday, 12/12 at 10 a.m.:  Formal Paper #2 due.   
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Course Description:   
 
The purpose of this course is to learn to think philosophically:  that is, clearly and 
critically about matters of ultimate importance.  We will explore questions about 
morality, knowledge, the mind and body, God, and the meaning of life.  We will take as 
our model the ancient Greek philosopher Socrates, and we will study works of a number 
of historical and contemporary philosophers.      
 
Philosophy often seems unusual to students because most philosophical “truths” are open 
to debate.  In fact, in philosophy, asking good questions is more important than knowing 
the “right” answer.  This means that you will not succeed in this course by merely 
parroting my views; indeed, thinking philosophically requires that you critically examine 
whatever views I express.  However, the fact that there are few established truths in 
philosophy sometimes leads students to think that everyone has his or her own opinions 
or “philosophy” which cannot be evaluated objectively.  This is a misconception:  while 
your work will not be evaluated based on whether it reaches the “right” conclusion, it will 
be evaluated based on the philosophical skill it demonstrates; that is, on your 
understanding of often difficult and subtle philosophical ideas, on your openness to and 
skill in critically examining your own and others’ views, and on your ability to express 
philosophical ideas and take part in philosophical dialogue in class and in writing.     
 
Philosophy is difficult, but most students find it rewarding, especially if they keep in 
mind two things.  First, philosophy is an activity rather than a set of beliefs that one 
holds.  The more actively you engage yourself with the material and ideas that arise in the 
course, the more you will stimulate your growth as a philosopher.  Second, philosophy is 
not primarily a major or a career, but a way of thinking and living that is of great value in 
virtually any aspect of life and any career.   
 
Text:  Exploring Philosophy:  An Introductory Anthology, second edition, edited by 
Steven M. Cahn.   
 
Requirements: 
 
1.  Four formal papers (70% of grade).   
 
There will be a 3-5 page paper due at the end of each unit.  Topics will be assigned in 
class, and will require that you understand, reflect upon, and apply the ideas we study.  
Papers should be typed, written carefully, and proofread.  Because it is important that you 
learn to express yourself well, grammar and spelling do matter.  I will penalize you ½ 



letter grade for every two misspellings or significant errors in grammar that I find in your 
paper.  I expect papers to be turned in on time.  Late papers will be penalized by one 
letter grade; and I will not accept papers more than one week late except in 
extremely extenuating and documented circumstances.  I do not accept papers by e-
mail.       
 
You will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit your (first three) formal papers, to 
be turned in no later than one week after these papers have been returned in class.  If you 
do so, your final grade for the paper will be the average of the two grades received. 
 
2.  Six informal writing assignments (15% of grade).   
 
There will be a short (1 page, typed) informal writing assignment due every other 
Thursday.  (See schedule below.)  In these assignments you will be asked to reflect on 
your own views, the views expressed in the reading, or on something outside of class.  
These writing assignments are intended as preparation for class discussion, and you may 
be asked to share what you have written with the class, or with a group in class.  
Assignments will not be accepted late and you must come to class to turn them in.  I 
do not accept assignments by e-mail.  You may make up one (and only one) informal 
writing assignment on 5/10.   
 
3.  Attendance and Participation (15% of grade).  
 
Class participation is vital in this course because philosophy is conducted primarily 
through discussion.  You are expected to come to class prepared and to participate in 
class discussions.  Note that participation is not just a matter of talking a lot.  Quality, 
effort, and a willingness to listen to and learn from others are more essential 
contributions.  Minimally, you are expected to show courtesy and recognize the 
importance of classroom functions:  come to class on time and stay in class the 
whole period; turn off your cell phone; at the very least, you are expected to be 
awake and attentive in class.  If you do not follow these guidelines, your grade will 
be affected.      
 
Because class discussion is so important to this course, regular attendance is expected.  If 
you miss 3 classes, you will receive at best a ‘B’ for this grade; if you miss 4 classes you 
will receive at best a ‘C’; if you miss 6 or more classes, you will receive an ‘F’ for this 
grade.  Two latenesses will count as one absence.  Your two allowed absences are 
intended for illness or emergencies, and you are expected to save them in case you 
need them for these reasons.  Absences beyond your second absence, even when you 
have good reason to be absent, will not be excused.  If you have an extended 
documented illness or family emergency, please speak to me as soon as possible.     
 
The Writing Center:   
At the University Writing Center at Herb’s Place, trained consultants will be ready to 
help you at any stage of the writing process.  It is often helpful for writers to share their 
work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their 



ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public.  In 
accordance with Salisbury University’s mission to foster a student-centered learning 
community, the writing center is a student-centered place; therefore, visits are not 
mandatory.  However, all undergraduates are encouraged to make use of this important 
student service. 
 
Academic Integrity:   
You are encouraged to talk to others about assignments, but the work you turn in must be 
your own.  In this class you are not expected to do any outside research—you are 
expected to study the course readings carefully and develop your own thoughts about 
them and the questions they address.  I am interested in your own thoughts, expressed in 
your own voice.  If you choose to do research using outside sources, you must cite it 
carefully.  Please do not make the serious mistake of downloading papers (or parts of 
papers) off the Internet, or “borrowing” from other sources.  I detect such papers easily.  
Plagiarism is a serious violation of academic integrity, and the standard penalty for 
plagiarism is failure for the course.  If you have any doubts about whether something 
counts as plagiarism, please speak with me before you turn it in.   
 
To foster and sustain an ethical community and a culture of integrity, the Philosophy 
Department asks you to sign an honor pledge that the work you do has been truly your 
own and when you have relied on sources you have cited them.  I ask that you write and 
sign the following pledge on all your formal papers:  “As a Salisbury University 
student, I pledge that I have completed this assignment honorably.”    
 
Class Schedule 
 
I.  What is Philosophy?   
 
Week 1 (1/30, 2/1):  Beardsley and Beardsley, “What is Philosophy?” (pp. 3-12) 

2/1:  Informal Writing #1 due, A-L students. 
Week 2 (2/6, 2/8):  Plato, “Defence of Socrates” (pp. 13-40) 

2/8:  Informal Writing #1 due, M-Z students.     
Week 3 (2/13, 2/15):  Plato, “Crito” (pp. 383-396) and King, “Letter from a Birmingham  

Jail” (pp. 332-339)    
2/15:  Informal Writing #2 due, A-L students.   
 

2/20:  Formal Paper #1 due in class. 
 
II.  Morality 
 
Week 4 (2/20, 2/22):  Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” (pp. 251- 

261) and Kant, “Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals” (pp. 313-317)  
             2/22:  Informal Writing #2 due, M-Z students.   
Week 5 (2/27, 3/1):  Rachels, “Active and Passive Euthanasia” and Sullivan, “Active and  

Passive Euthanasia:  A Reply” (pp. 294-306)  
3/1:  Informal Writing #3 due, A-L students.           



Week 6 (3/6, 3/8):  Feinberg, “Abortion” and Held, “Giving Birth” (pp. 276-294)               
3/8:  Informal Writing #3 due, M-Z students. 

Week 7 (3/13, 3/15):  Leiser, “The Death Penalty” and Bedau, “Capital Punishment” (pp.  
344-361)      

 
3/15:  Formal Paper #2 due in class. 
 
Spring Break   
 
III.  Knowledge and Mind 

 
Week 8 (3/27, 3/29):  Plato, “Meno,” (pp. 91-125) and Descartes, “Meditations on First  

Philosophy” (pp.125-129)   
3/29:  Informal Writing #4 due, A-L students   

Week 9 (4/3, 4/5):  Phillips, “What Can I Know?” (pp. 74-80), Malcolm, “Knowledge  
and Belief,” (pp. 80-83), and Descartes, “Meditations on First Philosophy” (pp. 
174-180)   
4/5:  Informal Writing #4 due, M-Z students.   

Week 10 (4/10, 4/12):  Ryle, “The Ghost in the Machine” (pp. 143-147), Taylor,  
“The Mind as a Function of the Body” (pp. 147-154) and Nagel, “What is it Like  
to be a Bat?”  (pp. 154-158) 
4/12:  Informal Writing #5 due, A-L students.    

 
4/17:  Formal Paper #3 due in class.  
 
IV. God and the Meaning of Life 

 
Week 11 (4/17, 4/19):  Aquinas, “Summa Theologiae” (pp. 236-239) and  

Descartes, “Meditations on First Philosophy” (pp. 239-241)     
4/19:  Informal Writing #5 due, M-Z students.   

Week 12 (4/24, 4/26):  Nagel, “Does God Exist?” (pp. 183-191) and Swinburne,  
“Why God Allows Evil” (pp. 191-202)  
4/26:  Informal Writing #6 due, A-L students.    

Week 13 (5/1, 5/3):  Flew and Mitchell, “Theology and Falsification” (pp. 202- 
206), Blackburn, “Pascal’s Wager” (pp. 210-212) and McKim, “The Hiddenness 
of God” (pp. 212-217)   
5/3:  Informal Writing #6 due, M-Z students 

Week 14 (5/8, 5/10):  Plato, “Euthyphro” (pp. 218-236) and Taylor, “The Meaning of  
Life” (pp. 409-417) 
5/10:  Make-Up Informal Writing due.   

Week 15 (5/15):  Russell, “The Value of Philosophy” (pp. 417-420) 
 
Tuesday, May 22, by 10 a.m.:  Formal Paper #4 due at the Philosophy House.   
 
 















FULTON SCHOOL CURRICULUM REFORM 
Course Enhancement Menu/COMAR Regulations 

 
 
Course Enhancement Menu 
 
The proposed Fulton School Curriculum Reform seeks to increase nearly all of the Fulton 
School courses from three credits to four. The intent of the four-credit courses is to 
increase our academic standards and adjust them upward by adding one or more of the 
following enhancements to the current three-credit courses.  The following current 
enhancement menu specifies seven types of course enhancements, scaled back from the 
ten types of enhancements specified in the earlier version of the enhancement menu.  
This revision has resulted from extensive discussions of the menu both within and 
beyond the Fulton School.    
 
One-credit Course Enhancements: 
 

1. Increased course content and/or collateral readings (e.g., more primary, 
secondary  and/or supplemental readings). 

2. Undergraduate Research and Information Literacy (e.g., assignments that 
fulfill department programmatic approaches to undergraduate research and 
information literacy, systematically building students’ research and writing 
skills throughout their majors). 

3. Technology (e.g., instructor-developed content, commercially developed 
course packs, digital audio (podcasting), video demonstrations, chat rooms, 
course blogs, individual WebCT tutoring, teleconferences with students at 
other campuses or international groups, field research, student-authored 
independent research. 

4. Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises (e.g., assignments that 
specifically develop analysis, synthesis and evaluation, as opposed to lower-
level critical thinking exercises that target knowledge, comprehension and 
application). 

5. Service Learning/Civic Engagement (e.g., assignments which place students 
in leadership positions to conceive of and implement programs that they know 
will benefit others; assignments which will involve students in developing 
good civic dispositions, as suggested in the 2006 Middle States Report). 

6. International Education/Cultural Enrichment (e.g., spring break 
study/experience abroad, museum visits, cultural experiences within our 
geographical area). 

7. Additional hour(s) in class, lab or studio. 
 
COMAR Regulations 
 
The following chart indicates each proposed enhancement, its COMAR regulation and 
the additional course requirements beyond that of the current 3-credit course 



requirements.  These relevant additional course requirements must be identified in Fulton 
syllabi in order for enhanced 4-credit courses to be COMAR compliant.   
 
Enhancement COMAR 

Regulation 
Requirements 

Increased course 
content and/or 
collateral readings 

(.16.C.1.c.) Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, 
documented learning.  

Undergraduate 
Research and 
Information 
Literacy  

(.16.C.1.c. and/or d.) Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, 
documented learning and/or supervised instruction 
and documented learning through appropriate 
technology mediums.  

Technology (.16.C.1.d.) Supervised instruction and documented learning 
through appropriate technology mediums. 

Higher Level 
Critical Thinking 
Exercises 
(analysis, synthesis 
and evaluation)  

(.16.C.1.c. and/or d.) Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, 
documented learning and/or supervised instruction 
and documented learning through appropriate 
technology mediums. 

Service 
Learning/Civic 
Engagement  

(.16.C.1.c.) Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, 
documented learning. 

International 
Education/Cultural 
Enrichment  

(.16.C.1.c.) Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, 
documented learning. 

Additional hour(s) 
in class 

(.16.C.1.a.) Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, 
documented learning. 

Additional hour(s) 
in lab or studio 

(.16.C.1.b.) Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, 
documented learning. 
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