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Those of us conducting interviews at MLA had a

Tr ad|t| ons Recons' dered choice of two interview sites: alarge, ballroom,

By Dr. Connle Rlchards ASSOClate Dean which Smallwood notes was “once the 13-track
’ train shed of the Reading Railroad, with its grand,

509 foot iron roof arching overhead,” or a hotel

A number of academic departments across the uni- ~ FOOM. o . o
versity arein the throes of searching for new faculty. Nearly 150 institutions elected to interview in
Thisis atime-consumi Ng Process, part|cu|ar|y for the ballroom at the rows of tables whi Ch, although

those on search committees, but it is an exciting proc- ~ Paralel, were not in ascending, descending or even
ess aswell aswe review the applicants’ materialsand 1N any numerical order. Evidently, when institu-
assess their potential as our colleagues. This year | tions registered, each was given anumber and they
chaired the English Department’ s search for someone ~ Simply selected atable and displayed their number.
with a specialization in African American literature, as Candidates had to search to find them and, when

well asthe ability to teach American [§
Women Writers of Color and help
continue the American Women
Writers of Color Conference. |5
My committee members and | dili- § |
gently read through the files of 54
applicants and narrowed the list to
seventeen with whom we arranged
interviews, two at SU and fifteen at

Painting by Paul Flexner, Art Department

the infamous Modern Language Association’s annual _

convention, this year in Philadelphia. they did, tune out the hum of the other 100+ ensu-
The MLA meeting has become such aninteresting ~ ing interviews around them. We selected Option B

anomaly to outsiders that each year The Chronicle of ~ andinterviewed in a hotel room for the sake of pri-

Higher Education sends areporter and features an arti- Vacy. _ _

cle on the convention. Over the years, somereporters T henight before the interviews began, | had ex-

have noted the au courant English professor apparel tra chairs delivered to the room. Dur_i ng the inter-

(e.g., “natural fibersarein, but suede elbow patches ~ Views, | made sure that no personal items were

are out”), and their reactions to the titles of papers out, including luggage, and that all doors were
range from genﬂe amusement to hardy guffavvs_ closed. Not all institutions were as CarerI, how-

This year, the Chronicle articlewas entitled ' The ~ ever. Reportedly, some search committee members
Scary Place’: Thousands who flocked to the MLA asked questions while lounging on beds.

meeting scored interviews and jobs. Thousands more While no one can condone such unprofessional -
did not” (Jan. 14). Reporter Scott Smallwood noted ism, going through “Job Interview Hell,” whether
that the 9000 present actually attended two different ~ Option A or Option B, might make sense, even as
conferences: “Onewasfull of erudite papersonob- ~ SOme perverseinitiation rite, if most candidates
scure authors, cocktail chitchat, and leisurely browsing  landed suitable jobs for their efforts. Smallwood

through stacks of books. The other was Job Interview ~ Nnotesthat “Geiting a doctorate in English now
Hell.” takes an average of nine years. Nine years!” What

he finds even more bizarre (continued on page 2)
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Traditions Reconsidered

(continued from cover)

isthat “ About 50 percent of the graduating Ph.D’s
each year get the full-time tenure-track jobs they are
looking for, according to the association.” Why
only 50 percent? Mainly because increased enroll-
ments in higher education translate into more part-
time rather than full-time faculty positions. Addi-
tionally, perhaps because of the economy, the pre-
dicted massive turnover, which should be taking
place, is not occurring as eligible faculty elect not to
retire just yet.

So why do thousands still enter Ph.D. programsin
literature each year, ready for the long haul, and
why do departments such as ours keep interviewing
them at MLA, knowing that the conferenceis an
easy target of ridicule?

| don’'t have complete answers, but | suspect that,
like us, doctoral students are following their passion
for lifetime engagement in the realm of ideas. They
appreciate the beauty of the written (and spoken)
word, with its power to inspire and transform us.
They enjoy the challenge of teaching and are opting
for the forever young, electric atmosphere of the
college campus over the corporate world, despite
the pay differential. Many are fulfilling personal
goalsin completing aPh.D., and they are selecting
alifestyle vastly freer from the 8-5 world, knowing
they will clock more than 40 hours per week at
times when only their families or neighbors might
see theirs burning lights. Like us, they are hopeful
that they will be in the 50% securing tenure-track
jobs. Failing that, they remain hopeful that those of
us on the other side will continue to lobby against
the increasing trend in higher education to cover
classes with cheap labor.

And despite the lunacy of the MLA convention,
English Departments across the country will con-
tinue to interview there. Certainly it's atradition
that should be questioned and improved, but inter-
viewing at MLA affords us the opportunity to sur-
vey the widest pool possible prior to inviting our
top candidates to campus. It’s a process that has
worked for us year after year. Furthermore, any
candidate applying for a position would seriously
question interviewing with a department financially
unable to attend MLA.
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The MLA Conference will continue to perpetuate
the worst aspects of our profession, but it also attracts
and perpetuates the best. Undoubtedly, some prepar-
ing papers for the December 2005 convention are
probably already contemplating their “erudite papers
on obscure topics,” but the numerous subgroups on
practically every area germane to literary studies and
the supporting societies are the real heart of the or-
ganization and the reason non-interviewers inter-
viewees make their annual trek. And even a jaded
Chronicle reporter can be enlightened. After the
usual jabs at paper topics, English professor dress
and manners, the reporter several years ago ended his
day at a packed poetry reading, listening to two
Asian American poets. Moved by their words, he
concluded that this, after al, isreally what the pro-
fession is about.

PACE Honors Soltzfus

By Owen Jarvis, English Major &
PACE Thomas E. Bellavance Intern

The Institute for Public Affairs and Civic Engage-
ment (PACE) has honored Maryland State Senator J.
Lowell Stoltzfus as the 2004 - 2005 John R. Har-
greaves Distinguished Legidative Fellow. Presented
at a State House reception in Annapolis on Salisbury
University’s annual Legislative Day on January 25,
this award recognizes Senator Stoltzfus' long-
standing dedication to principled leadership and to
the public good.

Senator Stoltzfus has been a member of the Mary-
land Senate since 1992 and the Senate Minority
leader since 2001. A 1973 SU graduate, he represents
the Eastern Shore counties of Somerset, Worcester
and Wicomico.

Senator Stoltzfusis the fourth Hargreaves Distin-
guished Legidative Fellow; previous honoreesin-
clude Senate President Mike Miller and Delegates
Pete Rawlings and Norman Conway. As part of the
Fellowship program, Senator Stoltzfus will host a
group of PACE students later in the legislative ses-
sion and, upon its conclusion, come back to the Uni-
versity and speak to the students and local commu-
nity.
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Departmental Reports

Art

Ed Brown’sdrawing, “Tall
Grass,” won Best of Show in a
national juried drawing exhibi-
tion, “Drawing Conclusions,”
held at the Maryland Federation
of Art Gallery in Baltimore. The
show was juried by Jay Fisher,
Senior Curator of Prints, Draw-
ings and Photographs at the Balti-
more Museum of Art. Brown
also exhibited hisdrawingsin a
one-person show at the E. Taylor
Geer Gallery at Ferrum College
in Ferrum, VA from 1/16-
2/6/2005.

Sally M olenda recently com-
pleted the Diamond Essentials
course and the Colored Gemstone
Essentials course offered by the
Gemological Institute of America
(GIA). The GIA istheworld's
largest non-profit gemological
research ingtitute. Also, Sally has
been invited to be ajuror for the
Earth Day Arts Festival this
spring in Salisbury. In addition,
in January she participated in a
"Locks of Love" event by donat-
ing nearly 12 inches of hair.
Locks of Loveis anon-profit or-
ganization that makes wigs for
children suffering hair loss from
medical conditions such as
cancer.

Rick and Nikki Schneider exhib-
ited their collaborative glass
sculpturesin a show titled
"Observations and Recollections®
at the Wexler Gallery in Philadel-
phia. The show wasreviewed in
winter 2005 issue of Glass maga-
zine. They also exhibited in the
annual Peninsula Glass Guild
Member's Show at the Charles H.

Taylor Art Center in Norfolk VA.
Rick Schneider showed works at
the Houston Center for Contempo-
rary Craftsin an exhibition entitled
“Barware.” Most recently, Nikki
Schneider had two woodcut prints
accepted in the annual Art Show at
the Dog Show in Kansas City,
Kansas.

AnkeA.Van Wagenberg-Ter
Hoeven has created a set of 19
PowerPoint lectures to accompany,
as ancillary materials, Thomas
Buser’s art appreciation textbook,
Experiencing Art Around Us, pub-
lished by Thomson Wadsworth in
Belmont, California.

Former student, Kevin Schoffstall,
who received his B.F.A. in Decem-
ber with concentrations in photog-
raphy and ceramics, was notified
that one of his ceramic pieces has
been accepted for a national stu-
dent show sponsored by the Na-
tional Council on Education for the
Ceramic Arts (NCECA). The
blind-juried show (meaning that
the jurors did not know the en-
trant’ s name, school, or degree
program) attracted 340 entries, in-
cluding works by M.F.A. students,
from across the United States.
Kevin's piece was one of only 40
pieces selected. At SU, Kevin
studied ceramics with Marie
Cavallaro and Jim Hill, with
whom he worked for the last two
years.

Communication and
TheatreArts

Haven Simmons will teach me-
diarelations, mentor public infor-
mation officers from around the
nation and anchor newscasts Feb.
21-26 for a Department of Home-
land Security course at the Fed-
eral Emergency Management In-
stitute in Emmitsburg, MD. In
January he conducted a mediare-
lations seminar in Ocean City for
the Worcester County Health De-
partment.

PAC-14 will highlight the efforts
of studentsin FrancesKendall’s
class, "Producing a Magazine
Show for Television." The show
is based largely on her sabbatical
project of producing “Arts
Scene,” but it is somewhat of a
cross between CBS “ Sunday
Morning” and “The View” with
(undoubtedly) a current genera-
tion spin. The students will pro-
duce six half-hour shows this se-
mester. Half of the segments will
be remote/field shoots and the
other half will be studio produc-
tions. To some extent they will
design the program, but their fo-
cusisto entertain the local com-
munity with the activitiesand in-
terests of departmentsin the Ful-
ton School. In addition to inter-
views and covering performances
and unscripted activities, they
plan to have demonstrations and
how-to segments. There will be 3-
4 feature segments per show with
the possibility of some recurring
segments like "Hot Topics" or
editorial "Minute's.” Suggestions
for story ideas are welcome! The
first show should air the first
week of March.
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English

Joaquin S. Vila' conducted the
following presentations during
Fall semester: “Math for ESL
Learners. Developing Mathe-
matical Literacy,” aworkshop
delivered to Wicomico County
teachers, November 1, 2004, and
“Harry Potter Science in the ESL
Classroom: An Inquiry-based
Approach to 2L Content Area
Literacy,” aworkshop presented
at the Puerto Rico TESOL 31st
Annual Convention, San Juan,
PR, Nov. 18-19, 2004. In addi-
tion, as vice-president of the Del-
marva English Teacher Associa-
tion (DETA), Vila collaborated
with Dr. Nomsa Geleta from the
Seidel School of Education and
Ms. Karen Gianninoto from
Maryland’' s Department of Edu-
cation, in the development and
implementation of a panel dis-
cussion titled, ‘ Facing the Diver-
sity Challenge: Addressing
Teacher Training Needs for
2004-2005," held at SU, Decem-
ber 10, 2004. Panelistsincluded
various ESL program administra-
tors from the region, an SU fac-
ulty, arepresentative from the
state, and one ESL Teacher from
Wicomico County. Geleta mod-
erated the event. Lastly, Vila
was appointed as a program re-
viewer for the NCATE/ TESOL
organizations for 2004-2005. He
will serve reviewing the program
reviews for first time teacher ac-
creditation programs in the area
of TESOL.

John Wenke recently published
"Retro-Spectacles’ in the current
issue of the North Dakota

THE FULTON SCHOOL EXCHANGE

VOLUME 8, ISSUE 4

Departmental Reports

Quarterly. This essay combines
literary studies and memoir to ex-
plore the dynamics of re-reading.
Wenke examines re-reading as a
pedagogical activity, as a cultural
experience, asapast timeand asa
form of public performance. He also
looks at what it meansto read the
same books over and over to achild.
During hisfall 2004 sabbatical
Wenke wrote and published a 2500
word biographical and critical essay
on J. D. Salinger for The Literary
Encyclopedia. During the fall Wenke
also researched and wrote a 7,500
word essay on Herman Méelville.
"Billy Budd, Sailor and the Fragmen-
tation of Forms" will be published
late in 2005 in A Companion to Mel-
ville by Blackwell Publishing in
Oxford, England.

History

Wayne Ackerson appeared on
WSCL along with Michael
O'Loughlin (POSC) on Wednesday,
Feb. 2 to provide commentary and
reaction to both President Bush's
State of the Union Address and the
Democratic response.

Gregory Ference recently published
"American Daily Newspaper Percep-
tions of the 1938 Munich Crisis," in
Kosmas: Czechoslovak and Central
European Journal 18, no.1 (Fall
2004).

After being re-elected as Vice-
President of the Archeological Soci-
ety of Maryland in November, Eliza-
beth Ragan crossed the Atlanticin
January to present the paper, "Cast
Away: The Shore as Refuse Dump
in South Argyll, Scotland," based on
her dissertation research at the

Society for Historical Archaeology
meetingsin York, England. She
spent another week in Edinburgh,
Scotland, meeting with archaeol o-
gists at the Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monu-
ments (Scotland), Historic Scot-
land, and the National Museums of
Scotland, providing copies of her
research for their archives and dis-
cussing the final disposition of the
project's artifact collections.

The book Hollywood's White
House, in which Don Whaley's
essay "'Biological-Business-As-
Usual: The Beast in Oliver Stone's
Nixon" appears, has been issued in
anew paperback edition by the
University Press of Kentucky. The
book won the Popular Culture As-
sociation's 2004 Pat and Ray
Browne Award.

Modern Languages &
I ntercultural Studies

During his Fall 2004 sabbatical
Keith Brower began writing and
neared completion of adraft of his
book Catholicism in Spain and
Latin America: History, Culture,
Tradition, and Change. Heaso
presented a paper entitled
“Teaching Don Quixote in Transla-
tion to American Undergraduates:
Simply Quixotic or Just Plain
Crazy?’ at the “Don Quixote: The
First Four Hundred Years’ confer-
ence, held at Hofstra University in
November. Brower also recently
developed and wrote the materials
for aseries called “Magical Real-
ismin Latin American Fiction” for
Delmarva Discussions as part of
DD’s NEH grant application. The
serieswill run in 2005-2006.
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Modern Languages &

Intercultural Sudies
(continued from page 4)

Brower continuesin hiswork as
the U.S. representative on the
Consejo de Redaccion (Editorial
Board) of the Spain-based journal
Cuadernos Cervantes.

The Department has 7 internsin
the public schools this semester -
the largest group in the depart-
ment's history! Six are under-
graduate students (Faye Arm-
strong, Natalie Daniels, Christina
Gravenor, Valeria Guelman, Roy
Leesand Mike Lutz) and 1isin
the Master of Artsin Teaching
degree program (Leslie Bor-
geson). Five are workingin
Spanish classes and two in
French classes. Placementsarein
Wicomico, Worcester, North
Caroline counties and Delmar
School District in Delaware. In-
terns are being supervised by
Laura Marasco (EDUC), Joa-
quin Vila (ENGL) and Dr. Susan
Cooledge from the Department of
English and Languages at UMES.
Salisbury University isdoing its
part to help deal with the critical
area shortage of foreign language
teachersin the state of Maryland
and the region beyond.

Congress has proclaimed 2005
“The Y ear of Languages’ to high-
light the important role the vari-
ety of languages and cultures
have played and continue to play
inour nation. A variety of local,
regional and national eventswill
take place each month throughout
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theyear. Dr. Janet Dudley-
Eshbach read the campus procla-
mation on Thursday, February
10th.

Music

Richard L. Johnson served as
guest conductor to the Washing-
ton County All-County High
School Honors Band on Satur-
day, January 29, 2005 in
Hagerstown, Maryland. The
concert program included
‘March for the Spartakiade, Op.
69, No. 1’ (1935) by Sergei Pro-
kofiev, Alfred Reed sfreetran-
scription of J.S. Bach’'s*Mein
Jesu, Was fur Seelenweh’ (1736)
‘Linconshire Posy’ (1939) by
Percy Aldridge Grainger, ‘ Three
Chorae Preludes’ (1956) by Wil-
liam P. Latham and ‘ The Purple
Carnival March’ (1933) by
Harry L. Alford. This perform-
ance, held at North Hagerstown
High School, concluded athree-
day endeavor of intensive re-
hearsals, clinic and workshop
sessions with select county high
school musicians and their direc-
tors. He has been invited back
on March 22, 2005 to serve as
clinician/adjudicator for Wash-
ington County’ s first county-
wide festival. Johnson also ap-
peared in Elkton, Maryland on
February 12, 2005 as adjudicator
and clinician for the Cecil
County Solo and Ensemble Fes-
tival. Hewill also serve as guest
conductor to the Cecil County
High School Honor Band Festi-
val on March 11, 17-18, 2005.
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The Washington County per-
formance is Johnson’s 18th ap-
pearance in Maryland as guest
conductor to All-County High
School bands and orchestras, as
guest conductor to the Maryland
Intercollegiate Band, MMEA
All-State In-Service clinic en-
sembles and summer festival en-
sembles.

Philosophy

Grace Clement, Richard Eng-
land, Jim Hatley, Fran Kane,
Heather McGee, Jerry Miller,
and Joer g Tuske recently began
meeting to discuss Raimond
Gaitas A Common Humanity. If
it sounds like everyone in the
department was there, that's be-
cause they were. The conversa-
tion was spirited, and Jerry
Miller made the most acclaimed,
if not convincing argument:
"Let's order pizzal"?

Our beloved secretary, Miss
Libby, aka Libby Coallins, re-
cently broke her arm fetching
her mail on anicy street. She
will be out several months while
her bones mend. We miss her
terribly.

A former student, Heather

M cGee, who just received her
doctorate in Philosophy from
Loyola University at Chicago,
will befilling in for Libby until
she returns. Heather also served
as an adjunct for the department
inthefall.
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Psychology

Marcy L osonczy recently had a paper published:
Losonczy, Marta E. (2004). Infants' emotional
expressions in response to social and non-social
stimuli. International Social Science Review,
29(3/4), 124-136.

The Psychology Department has two new courses
that have recently been added to our curriculum.
Jason M cCartney developed a new course,
“Nature-Nurture Issues’ (PSY C 482). Prerequi-
sites are General Psychology (PSYC 101) and
junior status. This course will be acritical re-
view and analysis of the classic argument involv-
ing influences on developmental outcomes. Stu-
dentswill read primary articles and texts cover-
ing diverse perspectives on the role of the gene
and the environment in development. Some of
the concepts to be covered include: determinism,
epigenesis, genotype-phenotype, timing, interac-
tionism, ontogeny and phylogeny, reductionism,
and stability vs. variability.

Karl Maier also developed a course, “Health
Psychology/Behavioral Medicine” (PSY C 481).
Prerequisites are General Psychology (PSYC
101) and junior or senior status recommended.
The course is designed for psychology majors
and students in the health sciences who have a
sufficient understanding of basic psychological
principles. From a biopsychosocial perspective,
the course takes a scientific, research-based ex-
amination of the various ways in which psycho-
logical factors such as stress, emotion, and be-
havior may relate to physical health, and how
these factors may be impacted by disease and
physical disability.

SPRING Jaob Fair: Wed., Feb. 23, Noon-4:00pm
throughout the first floor of the University Center.
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Scholar ship Opportunities For
Latino Sudents

The Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute
(CHCI) provides Latino students with the tools
and resources they need to succeed in attaining
a higher education. Approximately 20 Latino
students will be awarded afellowship to gain
hands-on experience at the national level in the
public policy areaof their choice. To be dligi-
ble, candidates must have graduated with a
bachelor’ s degree within the last year or be
currently enrolled as a graduate student. The
fellowship application deadline is Tuesday,
March 1. Additionally, CHCI offers scholar-
ships to undergraduate and graduate students
who have demonstrated a consistent active
participation in public and/or community ser-
vice activities. Candidates must also demon-
strate financial need, good writing skillsand
be enrolled in an accredited college or univer-
sity. The scholarship application deadline is
Friday, April 15. For additional eligibility cri-
teriaand other program requirements for either
program visit www.chciyouth.org or call
1-800-EXCELDC.

= =

Comma Gallery

There is anew exhibition space on campus for
student and faculty artwork. Comma Gallery is
located in one of the large display windowsin
the SU Bookstore. The Art Department was ap-
proached by the Bookstore last semester with the
idea. In January faculty Brooke Rogers and Nikki
Schnieder, along with senior graphic design stu-
dent Casey Olgjniczak, installed anew wall and
signage in preparation for the first exhibit which
opened at noon on February 9th. Olejniczak's
painting Pity the Living (acrylic on wood panel,
36 x 96, 2005) will be on display until late
March. Comma Gallery will host two or three
student exhibits per semester and show Art
Department faculty artwork over the summer.
Opening receptions will be held at the lunch
hour, rather than the usual evening affair, to tap
into the high energy and foot traffic in the Com-
mons at that time of day. The name of the gallery
suggests asmall thing that gives you pause, like
the gallery itsdlf.
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An Open Letter of Gratitudeto Ms. Bobbi Biron
Dr. T. Paul Pfeiffer, Director of Theatre

Charity — Love —the Bible tells usis the greatest of
all virtues. The giving of oneself, therefore, be-
comes the most powerful gift one can offer. In giv-
ing of ourselves we extend our lives and our spirit
and enrich the lives of those to whom we givein
ways often unimagined and unknown to us. Such
generosity of spirit; such selflessness proves an im-
measurabl e service to those fortunate enough to re-
ceive it and a beacon for generosity and humanity in
others. Love givesLove and thereceiversare, in
turn, inspired by the example to give to others still.
The gift of ourselvesto others— our offering to the
World —returns to us in ways we may never have
imagined and could never know. Such selflessness
— unconcerned with recognition —is what Ms. Biron
has offered us.

We in the University Theatre Program, now called
the Bobbi Biron Theatre, did not know Ms. Biron
until her announcement of her most generous en-
dowment. Therefore, | can only speak of her on this
level. If | may, | would use her gift to us—one
among many she has made to the Arts and the Com-
munity — as an illustration of this expanding effect
of generosity.

When Ms. Biron announced her endowment, in
1998, she also granted us $11,000 in advance as
‘seed money’ for guest artists and scholarships.
Thanks to this gift, we were able to establish a pair
of annual scholarshipsin her name to assist our stu-
dents going on to graduate study in Theatre. She
has also made additional gifts each year to assist
these scholarships. Since then, fourteen students
have been given the vital encouragement to pursue
their dreams. Her original gift also enabled usto
bring in a guest director, Mr. Charles Duff, to direct
Shakespeare’s‘ A Midsummer Night's Dream.” As
Mr. Duff came to us from the Shakespeare’ s Globe
Theatre in London, this was a remarkable opportu-
nity for our students to work with him in production
and to study with himin class. An estimated 130
students were directly impacted by this experience.
In addition, the production was experienced by

nearly 1200 patrons — many of them students see-
ing Shakespeare live for thefirst time. Such a pro-
found and life-changing experience radiates into
others all of which can be traced to the generosity
of this one woman.

That moment was life-changing for our program
aswell. Suddenly, we were seen differently. Sud-
denly, we were recognized as avital forcein the
University’s power to give back to the Community.
For thisis how we have defined ourselves — as
Creator and Bearer of giftsto our Community. As
mirror to the generous spirit of our Patroness, we
give to others our Art in the hope that it may enrich
and expand the quality of Life.

Since that time, we have been able to establish a
Theatre Mg or and have grown steadily as our repu-
tation has expanded. Annually, we send increasing
numbers on to graduate study in Theatre. We have
brought in other guest artists, to enrich our students
and our audiences including areturn by Mr. Duff to
direct ‘Hamlet.” This production, of a notably high
caliber, was experienced by nearly 1500 patrons of
all ages, including a specia performance for high
school students. Thisis but one example.

Each year, the lives of literally thousands of peo-
ple are enriched by our work. Hundreds of students,
of all disciplines, are shaped by experientia learn-
ing in our program. The University and the Com-
munity at large are able to offer aricher and more
fulfilling quality of Life largely through to work of
this one Theatre and this one gift.

We now stand on the brink of new potential and
greater possibilities. All of this has been realized —
all of this has been engendered by a single act of
selflessgiving. All of this, and much more, has
grown and will continue to grow from the Charity —
the Love — of Bobbi Biron. On behalf of those
hundreds of students and thousands of patrons, my
colleagues and myself, | offer Shakespeare' s words
of ‘ Thanks, and Thanks, and ever Thanks.’
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