Course Enhancement Rationale


Course Dept/Number:  SPAN 202


Instructor:  BOWN- DETWILER 

Total Credits: 4
Course Name:  Intermediate Spanish in Review 
Gen Ed Cr:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
As a bridge course to the upper-level content courses, SPAN 202 needs to prepare students to process a wealth of complex cultural information.  By including the additional readings from the culture textbook, students will receive more in-depth input on topics such as the family, the economy, religion, and customs and beliefs within the Hispanic world.  Moreover, students will pursue these topics in a very up-to-date fashion via the latest articles on the award-winning BBC news website in Spanish.  Lastly, students will read a novel in translation from Latin America, watch and reflect on two films outside of class, and provided guided commentaries on these artistic manifestations of culture.  Far too often students never are introduced to the literary (nor cinematic) talent of the Hispanic world and therefore this activity gives them the prized opportunity to do so.    
2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
The faculty member will incorporate the information from the culture textbook into the class discussions, debates, and paired and group work.  The faculty member will track the students’ progress on the novel through guided commentary assignments.  The faculty member also will arrange for the films to be available for outside viewing, and will verify the viewing by sign-up sheets and post-viewing assignments.   
3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

· Reading and writing assignments from a new edition of an additional culture textbook Civilización y Cultura” (15 hours)

· Reading a novel in translation with periodic follow-up reports (18 hours)

· Two additional films for viewing outside of class with corresponding reflection papers (6 hours)

· Weekly inquiry and report on one Latin American or Spanish issue through the BBC news website in Spanish and other sources (6 hours)

4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  
· All of the speaking and written tasks will be assessed with the given rubrics (see syllabus). 
· The weekly readings will be assessed through the included questionnaires that students will have to hand in at the beginning of designated classes. 
· The reading of the novel in October will be assessed weekly through follow up reports; these follow up reports will not only test students’ reading comprehension but students’ analysis and evaluation through comparison exercises. 
· The film viewing will be assessed through reaction papers that will not request a plot or summary of the movie but a reflection of a particular issue asked by the professor in order to avoid acts of plagiarism.
· The BBC website reports will be evaluated through short reports (1-2 paragraphs) in Spanish. These reports will be collected on a day announced in advance.
