Course Enhancement Rationale

Course Dept/Number:  SP101


Instructor:  Kew 
Total Credits: 4
Course Name:  Elementary Spanish 
Gen Ed Cr:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 

Enhanced SP101 will differ greatly from the current 3-credit SP101. It will provide students with increased opportunities to become more proficient in key components of language study: speaking, writing, and cultural knowledge.

Increased course content

As part of the enhanced 4-credit course, students will be asked to prepare a class presentation in which they demonstrate their ability to speak without notes for a minimum of 5 minutes in the target language. This presentation will take the form of a memorized poem, song, excerpt from a literary work, or original dialogue. Students must receive approval for their topic by the third week of the semester.

Increased Course Content and Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises

To improve their writing and cultural knowledge, students will spend the semester assembling a portfolio. The first section of the portfolio reflects a focus on writing. For each chapter of study, students will be given a topic on which to compose a one-page essay in the target language. Through peer editing, multiple rewrites and the creation of a “common error” sheet, each student will improve their metacognitive skills along with their writing in the target language.

International Education/Cultural Enrichment and Technology
The second focus of the portfolio is cultural knowledge. As part of each chapter, students will complete an on-line cultural activity. A printed version of these activities, along with the reflections that students write following their attendance at three cultural activities, will help foster a greater understanding of other cultures, as well as encourage students to use their language skills outside of the classroom.

Technology
Finally, students will be asked to complete an on-line mock exam prior to the administration of each chapter exam. This mock exam will enable students to identify their language weaknesses before the actual test; encouraging them to assume a more active role in their learning experience.

2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  

Final Portfolio

There will be regular guidance and feedback at each stage of the student’s portfolio assembly. 

Specific due dates for the first version of a chapter’s essay, the peer editing of another classmate’s first version, the second version, and the final version are indicated in the course timeline. The faculty member will read each student’s second version; indicating corrections that need to be made in the third and final version.

Students will print out their on-line cultural activities and bring them to class for a brief discussion, before placing them in the cultural knowledge section of their portfolio.

When they attend a cultural activity, students will be asked to obtain a signature validating their attendance, and their written reflection upon each event will become the final component of the cultural knowledge section of their portfolio.

Mock exams

Results of the on-line mock exams will be e-mailed to the professor.

Final presentation

Should students choose to create an original piece for their final presentation, they will be asked to submit a first draft of their work prior to memorizing it.

3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students (and faculty) to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

Final portfolio (27 COMAR hours)

First draft, peer evaluation, second draft and third draft= 4 hours X 4 chapters = 16 hours

On-line cultural activities: 1 hour X 5 chapters = 5 hours

Attendance at 3 Spanish-related cultural events on or off-campus = 3 hours

1-page reflection on each cultural event = 3 hours

Mock exams (5 COMAR hours)

1 hour X 5 chapters = 5 hours

Final presentation (13 COMAR hours)

Preparation (selection of a poem, creation of a dialogue or musical piece): 2 hours

Memorization/Perfection of final presentation: 1 hour/wk. for 11 weeks= 11 hours

4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  

Final portfolio

The final portfolio will be graded upon quality and timely completion of each writing assignment, on-line cultural activity, and cultural reflection. It will account for 20% of the student’s overall grade.

Mock exams

The grades received on each on-line mock exam will count toward 15% of the student’s final grade, along with all other homework (including the on-line Quia) and classwork.

Final presentation

The final speaking presentation will be assessed in class and will account for 10% of the student’s overall grade.

