Course Enhancement Rationale

Course Dept/Number:  History 377


Instructor:  Case 

Total Credits: 4
Course Name:  Women in Early America 
Gen Ed Cr:  Yes


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	X Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	X Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
The course includes another substantial (360 page) book that will help students achieve a fuller understanding of women in the 19th century U.S., as well as allow them more practice in becoming critical readers.  In addition, in the past I allowed students the option of writing either two short essays or one long research paper.  The enhanced course requires both.  This will provide students with opportunities both to engage more deeply with material assigned for the course and to develop their research skills (including reading both primary and secondary sources).
2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
Students will show their mastery of additional material on papers and exams.  I provide extensive feedback on graded material to allow students to improve over the course of the semester.  I will provide guidance on how to pick a research topic and how to identify sources.  All material will be graded.
3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

The Brodie book will require at least 12 additional hours of reading (using the calculation of 25 pages an hour).  The 12-15 page research paper will require approximately 40-45 hours.  Students will spend about 25 hours identifying a viable topic, identifying appropriate sources, reading at least 3 additional secondary sources, and reading primary sources.   Between 10 and 15 hours will be spent actually writing, and an additional 5 hours will be required for editing the paper.
4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  
The required research paper represents 25% of the grade of the enhanced course.  In addition, content from the Brodie book will appear in the second paper and on the final exam.  
