Course Enhancement Rationale


Course Dept/Number:  Hist 225


Instructor:  Pereboom 

Total Credits: 4
Course Name:  Holocaust 
Gen Ed Cr:  x Yes or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	x Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	X Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
The enhancement essentially is to create a film module (18+ hours of meeting time) focused on the specific problem of treating the subject of the Holocaust in narrative film:  “movies” as opposed to documentary films.  I have used relatively little narrative film in this course, except for The Pianist and Conspiracy (a docudrama).  Moving these to the film module will free up regular class time for additional material and discussion, allowing me to expand presentations on such topics as the Holocaust in the Soviet Union, the role of neutral countries and the role of the church.  The place of movies in our society as a form of entertainment creates certain problems for the portrayal of history, and the Holocaust presents particular challenges.
2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
As always, I am available in class and during office hours to provide appropriate guidance and feedback, in addition to the feedback they receive on the work submitted.
3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

There is an additional book required, which I would estimate to take ten hours to read; additionally I will schedule six film screenings of 3.5 hours each:  I would provide an introduction, then screen the film, then lead a discussion afterward total 21 hours).  For each film the student would write an additional journal entry of 500 words (12 hours).   That totals 43 hours, but my enhancement is a hybrid of additional hours in class, lab and required work outside of class.  If you convert the class hours (non-film screening class time) to “outside work” hours to reach the goal of forty-five hours, we start with eighteen, add the screening time of fifteen hours, ten hours to read the book, and twelve hours of writing, for a total of fifty-five hours.
4. Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  
Students are responsible for the readings and viewings and will be tested on them.  Plus their journals will include at least twelve pages of writing specifically on the films.  A final exam essay question will address the problem of presenting the Holocaust in narrative film.
