Course Enhancement Rationale

Course Dept/Number:  465


Instructor:  Curtin 
Total Credits: 4
Course Name:  Research in Composition 
Gen Ed Cr:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes or x No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	x Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	x Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	x Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
A.  Students will read nine chapters of one additional book, A Guide to Composition Pedagogies, which summarizes the different schools of composition pedagogy that are prevalent today.  After each of the nine chapters, students will write a one and a half-page reaction to the chapter in which they describe any experience they have had with the principles of that pedagogy and/or how they think it should or should not be adapted for the level of students they hope to teach.
B.  Student will work in teams of 3 to 4 students to monitor the articles about teaching writing in the grade levels that they plan to teach.  They will keep a log of articles in appropriate scholarly journals as well as in the popular press, focusing on at least three Web sites and 2 popular magazines or newspapers, for example Time or the New York Times, to determine and evaluate which educational issues are covered, how well they are covered, and what source material they use.  The resulting group project will be a written report turned in two weeks before the end of the course and group presentations to the class during the last four class sessions.  

C. Normally, I give some class time for peer review sessions for their writing. These peer reviews will be required but outside of class, thus freeing up time for the presentations. 

D. The final project is a review of the literature about a particular problem having to do with teaching writing or using writing to teach other material.  In the enhanced course, this paper will include an annotated bibliography, in which students will evaluate each of their sources.    

2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
I will read and comment on the additional responses to each chapter of the additional book, meet with each group once during the semester to see how they are progressing on the group project, evaluate the group project and group presentation, and evaluate the annotated bibliography.
3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students (and faculty) to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit): 

Students will be reading 180 additional pages, approximately 9 additional hours of additional time. Writing at least an additional page and a half nine times during the semester will require an additional  15 hours over the semester based on our estimates  The media tracking and record-keeping will average more than an additional hour a week for more than 15 additional hours.  The three peer reviews that they will need to do outside of class will require at least 3 hours of additional time, and the annotated bibliography at least 3 hours of time.  This, at a minimum is 45 hours of additional time.
4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  
I will evaluate all their writing based on my professional judgment and based on the rubrics I will provide for the students, much like those I provide now.  The exam will also be used to evaluate students' understanding of additional reading. I will evaluate the group presentations using by professional experience and expertise. The English department is also adding items on the self-evaluation that will ask students to assess their own learning in the enhanced course.     

