Course Enhancement Rationale


Course Dept/Number:  ENGL 385


Instructor:  Dr. John D. Kalb 

Total Credits: 4
Course Name:  Ethnic Literature in America 
Gen Ed Cr:   FORMCHECKBOX 
X Yes or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box. 

	Enhancement
	COMAR  Requirements

	X Increased course content and/or collateral
      readings 
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. 

	X Undergraduate Research and Information
      Literacy
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	Supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums. 

	X Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning and/or supervised instruction and documented learning through appropriate technology mediums.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning/Civic Engagement
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, document learning.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Education/Cultural  
     Enrichment
	Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in class
	Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning. (Complete only questions #1 below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Additional hour(s) in lab or studio
	Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised, documented learning.  


1.
Describe the enhancement(s) for this course.  Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging learning experience. 
 The enhanced version of this course will add the following additional assignments and requirements: 

1) Students will read one additional primary text (novel, short story collection or volume of poetry);

2) Students will research secondary sources (critical articles, interviews, and book reviews [when articles and interviews are hard to locate for very contemporay works);

3) Students will prepare an annotated bibliography (descriptive rather than evaluative) on a minimum of 10 (15 is preferred) secondary sources, following MLA format;

4) Students will meet with me in individual conferences to discuss their research, annotated bibliographies (at which time evaluation of the secondary sources will be required), and the additional required text, and to plan their comparative analysis essay project and any additional research that project will require; and

5) Students will write a comparative analysis essay about that additional text and one other from the course readings, utilizing support from those texts and incorporating material from their additional researches.    

I should note that the enhanced syllabus—built on the 2006 syllabus—shows a dropping of required texts from 8 to 7. I overbooked the 2006 syllabus and had to drop the 8th novel as we simply did not have enough time to get to it. Choosing 7 novels to read in common—some of them quite difficult and challenging (as well as long)—seemed preferable to requiring 8 that wouldn’t quite fit into a workable assignment calendar.

2.
Discuss what the faculty member will do to provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the enhancement activity.  
 As always, I will encourage students to meet with me to discuss and get assistance with their essays and annotated bibliographies at any stage of the process and will provide helpful written feedback on their submitted work. I also will encourage them as best I can to meet with me early in the semester to discuss the additional assignted text and will provide necessary tutorials in finding appropriate secondary materials (through the MLA Literature database, especially) for the annotated bibliographies. In addition, students will be required to meet with me individually after they have completed their annotated bibliographies to discuss their research, where it has led them, what discoveries they made, and the best strategies (from thesis development to incorporating research) for their final analytical essays.    
3.
Discuss the estimated time expected for students to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

Although it will vary from student to student, depending on the length of the assigned text and the level of difficulty for the research, I would estimate the time required to be 8-10 hours for the additional text (they should read it twice), 10-20 hours for the research (locating sources and reading the materials), 15 hours (at least) for the preparation of the annotated bibliography, 5 hours of additional research, and 8-10 hours to prepare the final essay and Works Cited page. In total, roughly 46-60 additional hours.     
4.
Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.  
 In a very basic sense, the level of performance on the annotated bibliography and the final comparative essay will be the first measure of the success of the enhancments. In addition, the student conferences, their feedback on course evaluations (the English Department is revising our current form to reflect this), as well as whether there is any indication that this additional work leads to more cogent and well-informed participation in class discussions and performance on exams, particularly on the final examination (although more difficult to assess) will all provide clues and data as to the value of the enhancement. (I suppose we all hope and anticipate that these additional developed skills and critical tools will filter into current and future coursework.)    
