Course DepﬂNumber: CMAT 304 | Course N ame:l Communication, Gender, and

_ Instructor: Dr. Chrys Egan Culture
Total Credits: 4 Gen Ed Cr: [ ] Yesor X No

_ Indicate which enhancement(s) will be used for this course by checking the appropriate box.

Enhancement COMAR. Requirements
X Increased course content and/or collateral Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised,
readings documented leaming.
["] Undergraduate Research and Information Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised,
Literacy documented learning and/or supervised instruction
and documented learning through appropriate
technology mediums.
X Technology ' Supervised instruction and documented learning
through appropriate technology mediums.
X Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises | Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised,

documented learning and/or supervised instruction
and documented leaming through appropriate
technology mediums.

X Service Leaming/Civic Engagement : Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised,
- » document learning.
X International Education/Cultural : Additional 45 hours per semester of supervised,
Enrichment documented learning.
] Additional hour(s) in class Additional 15 hours per semester of supervised,
: documented learning. (Complete only questions #1
: : below)
] Additional hour(s) in lab or studio .| Additional 30 hours per semester of supervised,

documented learning.

1. Describe the enhancement(s) for this course. Discuss how this enhanced course will differ from
the current 3 credit course. Especially address what makes it a more rigorous, focused and engaging

learning experience.

CMAT 304 will add five new enhancements:
" a. Increased course content and/or collateral readings — Students now are requlred to visit and read weekly
websites assigned based on that week’s content.

b. Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises — Students will be challenged to additional critical thinking
by analyzing the assigned web readings, participating in weekly online discussions, and spending more
time researching and preparing their course paper and presentation.

¢. Technology- MyClasses will be used to facilitate the increased content and critical thinking
enhancements just described. As the syllabus details, these first three enhancements require an additional
one hour per week for a total of 15 hours during the semester. ‘

d. Service Learning/Civic Engagement- The students’ other 25 reguired hours come from the two
remaining enhancements. The first 20 of these hours are for volunteering at either (or both) the Joseph
House for homeless men or the Life Crisis Center for abused women and children.




- e. Cultural Enrichment- The final five hours are earned by attending at least one Women’s History
Month event and writing a two-page connection paper relating the event to topics covered in class.

2. Discuss what the faculty member will do to-provide appropriate guidance and feedback for the
enhancement activity. As a whole, these five enhancements constitute an additional 25% increase in the

course grade and worhoad

a. Increased course content and/or collateral readiﬁgs — On MyClasses, I will post one required weblink
- per week, monitor students use of the sites, and respond to all weekly online discussion postings. 1also
will grade students on the quality of their weblink postings as part of their course paper and presentation.

b. Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises — To help students critically analyze the weekly weblinks, I
will post several sample analyses as models. Iwill use the MyClasses grading rubric to assess weekly
online discussions. I will meet with each student individually outside of class to monitor progress toward
the addition hours researching and preparing for their course paper and presentation.

c. Technology- As stated above, I will use MyClasses as a tool to facilitate increased content and critical
thinking by documenting, monitoring, and grading student progress.

d. Service Leaming/Civic Engagement- I will prepare for students an information packet detailing both
the Joseph House for homeless men and the Life Crisis Center for abused women and children. On their
first visit to these centers, I will escort students, introduce them to the staff, and provide an orientation. 1
also will volunteer weekly along with the students. I will grade student Activity Logs and consult with
the staff to determine student contributions.

¢. Cultural Enrichment- I will provide students with a complete listing of all Women’s History Month
events and will attend every event that [ am able. I will provide a signature form so that students can
verify attendance at events. Finally, I will give students a sample connection paper on how to synthesize
the event with relevant course content. '

;3. Discuss the estimated time expected for students to complete the enhancement (COMAR requires
approximately 45 hours per 1 credit):

- 15 hours = Increased course content and/or collateral readings,r Higher Level Critical Thinking
Exercises, and Technology (MyClasses readings, weblinks, and discussions) -

5 hours = Additional Higher Level Critical Thinking Exercises (More rigorous “Critical Thinking
Paper and Presentation” and required conference with me)

~ 5 hours = Cultural Enrichment (attendance at a Women’s History Month event and writing a two-
page connection paper) '

20 hours = Service Learning/Civic Engagement (volunteering at the Joseph House for homeless men
or the Life Crisis Center)

4. Discuss how the enhancement will be assessed.

Assessment will be conducted through class participation and MyClasses monitoring, papers and
presentations (including in-person teacher-student conferences), Coursepack, exams, service learning and
cultural events participation (including monitoring, in-person teacher-student conferences, and grading of
Activity Logs). ' '
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Class Participation = 15 Points: Participation makes the difference between a great class and a feeble
one. A “Communication” course requires just that: a good deal of communication with other people in
the classroom. You will engage in a number of activities, exercises, and in-class work designed to put the
theory and concepts into practice. You must attend class and participate to earn these points. In addition

* to in-class participation, each week you will participate online through MyClasses in two ways: (1)

viewing the assigned weblinks and posting your own links, and (2) participating in online content
discussions. Plan to spend one additional hour per week online for a total of 15 hours during the

semester.

Critical Thinking Paper and Presentation = 15 Points: Everyone will sign-up for a day (typically
Thursdays) to help lead the class discussion on Ophelia Speaks, Our Boys Speak, or video (see “Leader”
column on the schedule below). Presentations and discussions will typically last about 30-40 minutes per
topic. You must be highly prepared, organized, and engaging. Plan to spend five additional hours outside
of class preparing for your paper and presentation. You also must meet with me outside of class fora
conference prior to your presentation.

On your assigned day, you need:

(1) Introduction of about 1 minute explaining the overall theme of the O or B readlngs

(2) Presentation of 15-20 minutes where you discuss each piece in the assigned O or B reader. You.
choose whether to cover the pieces in the same order as the book, or in order from your most favorite to
least favorite. Be sure to clearly emphasize all relevant connections between the reader and the GL
textbook topic from that week, using key terms. You may include related personal or media examples.
(3) Discussion of 15-20 minutes where you prepare at least 5 useful discussion questions for the class to
answer on your topic. Be sure to include elements of most of your assigned readings. You choose
whether to do the 15-20 minute presentation followed by the 15-20 minute discussion, or to combine
them into one 30-40 minute presentation/discussion where you present one piece and ask a discussion
question, followed by another piece and discussion, etc.

(4) Graded paper, which is your guide to a well-prepared presentation. It is typed, about 5 pages, and
includes introduction, reading presentation, discussion questions, and bibliography.
- {5) Be sure to post your required, relevant weblink to MyClasses for the online discussion (See

Participation section above).

Coursepack = 10 Points: You are required to complete your coursepack, which consists of three parts:
GL homework, GL notes, plus O and B personal response journals. Bring your coursepack to class

‘everyday. Before we cover a GL chapter in class (typically Tuesdays), you must read the chapter and
_complete your assigned GL homework by writing between a paragraph to a page; in class, we’ll complete

the GL notes. Before we discuss the O and B readings (typically Thursdays), write about a paragraph to a
page response on your personal experience or thoughts on that subject. These activities will help you

apply the course concepts to your own life.

Exams = 50 Points: There are 3 muitiple choice exams (not cumulative) with 25 questions worth one
point each. Your scores will be averaged and multiplied by two. If you need to miss an exam, you must
arrange with me to take the exam early; late exams drop one letter grade per missed day.

Cultural Enrichment, Service Learning, and Civic Engagement = 10 Points: Your remaining 25 hours of

enhancement will consist of two sections: (1) Cultural Enrichment, and (2) Service Learning and Civic
Engagement. (1) Plan to spend five additional hours earning your Cultural Enrichment credit by
attending at least one Women’s History Month event and writing a two-page connection paper relating
the event to topics covered in class. (2) Plan to spend 20 additional hours eaming your Service Learning
and Civic Engagement by volunteering at either (or both) the Joseph House for homeless men or the Life

-Crisis Center for abused women and children. You will document your hours on your Activity Log. We

will hold a class discussion about what we learned from engaging in these activities.



