Ideas and strategies for course enhancement:

●  "Your Subject in the News" - Students report on news stories in which knowledge gained from your course improves their understanding of events in the community, state, nation or world. This could be an individual or group assignment. (James L. Perry and Steven G.  Jones, Quick Hits for Educating Citizens. This book is available at PACE.)

●  Letters to the Editor – Groups of students research different issues with the goal of writing an 
informative or persuasive letter to the editor of a local, state or national newspaper. Writing an op-ed piece and submitting it to a newspaper is another possibility

●  Classroom speakers – invite guest political/policy speakers to your class to discuss policies or 
issues relevant to the course or how they became involved in the political life of their community, state, or nation. Students frequently are interested in the positive and negatives of civic involvement. As time permits, PACE will help facilitate classroom 
speakers; please give us several weeks notice.
●   Research a pertinent political group or agency and develop a report on its purpose and 

effectiveness, and how it interacts with other groups or parts of the government.  This exercise gets students to consider the group’s strengths and weaknesses and to consider the process involved in advocating for an issue.


●  University speakers – require students to attend several political/policy-related lectures during the semester and write reflective essays. A good place to start is national Constitution Day, Sept 17. Every September, PACE and the Provost sponsor an SU speaker around this date. 

●  Current issues – Divide class into groups and assign groups the task of developing background papers on different issues by tracking issues that are continually in the news. Each student could be responsible for following their group’s issue in different newspapers, blogs, etc.

●  Conduct research on a political issue or policy and then write a policy brief with recommendations.  This can be a simulated exercise or it could culminate in a presentation before an appropriate public forum….city council, board of ed., state legislative committee…


●  Community Based Research—identify the needs of a local group and develop a course- appropriate research project that addresses those needs.  

●  Courtroom observation with a follow up report and reflection.  Courtrooms provide an excellent venue to observe all sorts of human interaction.  There students can witness well-ordered confrontation, family issues, due process, jury selection, occasional theater, and presentation of evidence as part of argumentation etc.  Some court days are more interesting than others but all provide an opportunity to see a branch of the government in action.  (This idea is also outlined in Perry and Jones, Quick Hits for Educating Citizens.)
.  


●  Presidential Candidate Debates, especially this semester (Fall 2008), provide a number of opportunities. The Commission on Presidential Debates (http://www.debates.org/ ) has a few useful ideas.  The Debate Watch format provides students with the opportunity to watch the debates together and then discuss their impressions without the input of commentators and pundits.  
Tom Ehrlich, Senior Scholar, Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, has identified several educational strategies that develop college students’ political understanding, motivation, skills and engagement. Three broad ideas may also be valuable for course enhancement in the Fulton School: 

●  political discussion and deliberation;


●  speakers representing various levels of political involvement or participants in the 


development and implementation of public policy;


●  structured reflection on these experiences. (Recommended for all experiences.)

 Almost a decade of research supports the idea that appropriately designed courses and programs can increase our students’ motivation and skills for civic engagement. Assessment tools to evaluate civic engagement programs are available.
An excellent resource on the most recent theory and research in civic engagement is Anne Colby, Elizabeth Beaumont, Thomas Ehrlich and Josh Corngold, Educating for Democracy:  Preparing Undergraduates for Responsible Political Engagement, 2007.

In Educating for Democracy, the authors report seven basic ground rules for making engagement research or action projects successful (p. 187) :

1. Be Clear
2. Be realistic

3. Monitor progress

4. Encourage reflection

5. Go public—present projects 
6. Make it enjoyable

7. Make connections
