


In December 2008, the SU Foundation, Inc. announced its
largest acquisition of land in the last quarter century: 19 acres
at the corner of East College Avenue and South Division Street,
known locally as the Dresser property.

“The University has been interested in the Dresser property
for some time,” said SU President Janet Dudley-Eshbach. “If
you look at maps charting campus expansion over the past few
years, Dresser is a logical next step. The land offers exciting
possibilities for future campus development, which, in the years
ahead, will benefit our students and the community at large.
This truly is an historic moment for the University.”

With this addition, SU expands to 173 acres on both sides of
Route 13. The public university, which has a student body 
of over 8,000 and more than 1,700 faculty and staff, has 
been designated a growth institution by the University 
System of Maryland.

“Based on SU’s designation as a growth institution, this is
precisely the type of support the SU Foundation can and
should offer as we move forward together,” said Dr. Rosemary
Thomas, executive director of the SU Foundation.

The $5.5 million acquisition was authorized by the 
SU Foundation and was negotiated by its affiliated Real 
Estate Foundation.

“The Salisbury University of the future will offer even more
opportunities to our region, the state and the nation,” said
Dudley-Eshbach. “To fulfill such potential, however, we need
the physical space to grow. The acquisition of Dresser has great
significance. For the University, it’s our Louisiana Purchase.”

The Next Step in Expansion

SU’s maintenance functions will move to the
Noland Building, acquired in April 2009.

Construction was completed on the University’s
new parking garage in summer 2009.

The Dresser property provides exciting
opportunities for expansion.

SU opened its University Fitness Club in 
fall 2008.

88




