Commencement Speech

First giving honor to God who is my source and first love of my life.  Surely I am nothing without him.  To President Dudley-Eshbach, esteemed faculty, to honored guests, the beautiful families, and beloved friends, and to you, my fellow class of 2009 it is my greatest honor and pleasure to stand before you today.


Four years ago, I walked on to this campus a scared and innocent freshman.  The college life was a new experience for me and I began to wonder, how I was going to make it.  I was two and half hours away from my family and friends, and while that may not seem like quite a distance for others, two and half hours for me, seemed like a million hours away.  Despite such worry, I knew that college would be a way of redefining myself, or in other words a new beginning.  And I would let no one stand in the way of me getting my degree.  


Like many students, the first year was a difficult transition.  We all the sudden had all this freedom to do what we wanted to do.  We had time to go out with our friends, sleep all day in our dorm room, or relax outside the Quad on a nice spring day.  Occasionally, we spent more time doing the social aspects, rather than the academia, knowing that both elements make the college life a rewarding experience to encounter.  But I took a different approach that most students did not do.  I focused, excessively on the academics rather than the social aspects.  I would walk a quick pace to arrive to all my classes 10 minutes early, used the library as my second home since I was there till midnight even on a Friday night, and woke up on a bright and early Saturday at 6am in the morning to study all day.   Yes, it was quite the extreme.


And after receiving a 3.8 GPA my first semester, I realized that something was missing. To my fellow class of 2009, we all exemplify the importance that to nurture the mind means to challenge it to its fullest potential.  While intelligence is an important component of human kind, it can never be the solitary essence that defines us.  I learned that I needed a balance of both an academic and social life in order to be successful.  So in my following semesters, I began to get involved becoming apart of the SU Gospel Choir and President of the Liturgical Dance Ensemble.  I also volunteered and worked in the Office of Multicultural Student Services, mentoring to new freshman students.

One of my greatest achievements while attending Salisbury University was studying abroad in Ecuador.  After deciding to minor in Spanish, I thought the best way to truly learn the language was to go outside the United States.  Yet as I prepared for such an adventure, I became that innocent and scared freshman again.  My family was hesitant as well, knowing that this was my first excursion on a plane, and being such a distance away.  Yet my family supported me like they have done my entire life, and even helped me prepare by asking questions of how to say certain phrases in Spanish.  I remember my grandmother asking me, “How do you say ‘I need my mommy’ in Spanish?”  How could I ever forget how to say “necesito mi madre” was just impossible; but I never needed to say those words.  In fact, as I sat with my Salisbury peers on the beaches of Ecuador, I remember thinking that now I know I could do anything.

While all of us have reached a significant moment in our lives, we simply end one chapter to begin anew.  After four years at Salisbury University, we have learned the weight of leadership, the value of teamwork, the significance of honesty, the effort in perseverance and the magnitude of rising above the expectations of others and creating our own.  This is what we take with us as we begin the next stages of our lives.  The world dictates to us that we are living in difficult times.  We see and feel the effects of a struggling economy, job depletion, and global conflicts.  However, we cannot allow the current hardships facing this great nation to impede on our future dreams and aspirations.  In being here today, we have already created the stepping stones to be the innovators, influencers, and changers our circumstances.

In my final thoughts, I would like to leave you with one of my favorite quotes by actor, Harvey Fierstein. “Never be bullied into silence. Never allow yourself to be made a victim.  Accept no one’s definition of your life; define yourself.”  Congratulations to the Class of 2009 and here’s to new beginnings.  Thank you.
Linda Johnson
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