
President Janet Dudley-Eshbach, distinguished faculty, family, friends and everyone else who helped us get here today, it is with great honor that I have been awarded this opportunity to share my thoughts with everyone on this momentous day.  On behalf of the class of 2009, thank you and welcome.  

It took 25 years, five countries, two colleges and three universities to get me here today.  Along the way, I have lived the life of a fireman and a medic, a landscaper and a carpenter.  I have lived the life of a cook, a waiter, a bouncer and a bartender.  I have even lived the life of a personal trainer, gym manager, marketing intern and a salesman, but today will be the first day of my life as a college graduate.  Today will be the first day of our lives as Salisbury University Alumni. 


Each one of us journeyed here from separate places, some from beyond the pacific coast and others from this very shore.  Although we have shared this same destination, the paths that brought us here have been diverse.  Some have been short while others have been long, but when we have come across mountains and valleys that seemed to high to climb and to wide to cross, with steady hand and carful step, each one of us marched on.  We continued to push forward in the face of challenges that attempted to push us back.  We wrote the papers, did the reading, attended the classes, and in some cases, barely survived the weekends, but most importantly, we sit here today having finished this assignment and having passed all its tests.


So why is it that when others quit, we continued, and when others wouldn’t, we would?  It is for the same reason that when others won’t, we will!  It is because we are the product of people who did what others didn’t, people who reached for the Heavens, knowing that if the Heavens proved to distant to grasp, they would at least be able to touch the stars.  We are the product of parents and professors who stood up for everything and backed down from nothing, yet although we are cut from the same cloth and held together by the same thread, we share more than just the content of their genes and the content of their classes, we share in common, the content of their hearts and the content of their character.

I stand before you today humbled by the road that lies ahead.  It is a road that is filled with economic potholes and latent cracks of greed.  It is a road where the line between the right side and wrong side has faded, and it is a road where the streetlights have begun to dim.  The road that lies ahead is impassable on our own, but together we can navigate the course.  Together we can repave the road, repaint the lines, and replace the lights.  Only together do we have the ability to meet each immovable object with unstoppable force and finally experience a change, not just believe in one. 

Our time at Salisbury University has taught us so much more than how to write papers and read books.  It has taught us to combine that which we have learned with the way in which we live.  Most importantly, this University has taught us not to be subjects of our country, but to be active citizens of our own society, for in a democracy our passivity will only cause our government’s illegitimacy.  We have learned that our history is not made by chance, it is made by choice, yet only together do we have the power to choose.  You see, we do not inherit this country from our parents, we inherit the responsibility of watching over it for our children, as our parents have done for us.  
My fellow graduates, what was once our time to follow has become our time to lead, for we can no longer treat our politicians like Sheppard, as we are not their sheep!  We can no longer sit back and listen; we must stand up and be heard!  We can no longer lay the foundations of democracy abroad, for we must first fix the foundation of our democracy at home!  This is no longer a time to value the avarice of our ends over the morality of our means, for our influence depends not on our economic prosperity; it depends on our ethical integrity!  
Time and time again, generation after generation, we have been told that if we hope and believe, a change would come, but friends I tell you today, that there is no change coming, because the change we need has already arrived! The change WE need, is sitting all around you.  
So now the time has come for us to make our own destiny and write our own history, for our Commencement today marks not the end of a chapter, but the beginning of our generation’s biography, and WE ARE THE GENERATION OF CHANGE! 


My fellow graduates, tomorrow we leave from the tranquility of our campus to the turmoil of our country, and for better or for worse, our generation has been appointed by the generations of past, to deal with the problems facing this great Nation and lead America toward a new age.  And so I ask, with everything you do, use your imagination and your initiative, along with your indignation, to bring our country together and push our society forward.  But for right now, we share in this moment between what was and will be, and before this moment becomes a memory, we must make certain to experience every second of it.  So hug your friends, spend time with your family, pose for all the pictures, and for at least a few minutes be nice to your brothers and sisters.  But remember, that while we rest our feet and rest our minds, we can rest assured that the paths of tomorrow will become the trails of today and when they do, we must never turn back, never go home, and never give up. 
The eyes of the World are upon us, so let’s show them what we can do!

Thank you, and congratulations.  
-Kip Alexander Aber
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