Academic Policies Committee Fall '08 agenda items:

1. Revisions to Academic Integrity and Grievance Policies

Currently Sandra Cohea-Weible and Ed Cowell are working on revisions to the University's AI and Grievance policies. There is currently some friction between university policy and policies regarding program dismissal, particularly among the university's professional programs (e.g., nursing, social work, respiratory therapy, education). Each of these programs has its own criteria for dismissal from their program. In particular, we hope to clarify the role of the Academic Policies Committee in the appeals process, especially with regards to an appeal of a sanction of dismissal from a program. Additionally, we are discussing ways in which the procedures for academic misconduct and grievance cases, as laid out in the faculty handbook and in the student code of conduct, could be clarified. 

These revisions are currently under review by the APC; we'll meet frequently over the next month or so in order to have a draft ready for the Senate's review later this fall. 

2. Dual Degree Policy Appeal

Consideration of an appeal from the Social Work and Psychology departments of the requirement that students must complete 150 credit hours in order to receive a dual degree. In particular, they have requested that this requirement be waived, if not for the whole university, then for those students in the BSW/BA dual degree program. This matter was brought to the committee by Dr. Marvin Tossey (Social Work), Dr. Deborah Matthews (Social Work) and Dr. Natalie Hopson (Psychology). Their letter to the committee includes the following passage, which presents one of their key arguments in favor of this appeal: 
"For the past almost twenty years a student enrolled in the Sociology Department at UMES has been able to jointly enroll at SU and concurrently earn a degree in Social Work from SU. Those students receive two degrees from two universities and are able to do so by taking a total of 120 hours (the hours necessary for completing both degrees and meeting the general education requirement). However, a student majoring in Sociology at SU cannot do the same. A SU student would be required to take 150 hours, not to meet any specific degree requirements, just because the policy says that amount of hours is required in order to secure a second degree. This policy has turned away, over the years, a number of students who would like the academic and professional advantages availed them by two degrees, but refuse to expose themselves to what they see as an unnecessary and costly additional year of undergraduate study."
The above refers to a dual degree arrangement between SU and UMES, which dates back to the 1980s, under which a student can - as stated in the letter - receive two degrees for completing 120 credits, but only if that student is jointly enrolled at both institutions. (More information on the dual degree program can be found at http://www.salisbury.edu/SocialWork/DualDegree.html.) 

 

