To: Sandra Cohea-Weible
From: Tom Moriarty, Director of First-Year Writing, English Department
Re: CLEP Exam Credit

Date: November 5, 2004

It has come to our attention that a large number of students are taking CLEP exams to receive credit for English 101 and 102 (Composition I and II).  After carefully reviewing the exams, the English department voted unanimously to stop accepting the following CLEP exams for English 101 or 102 credit:

· English Composition without Essay

· Freshman College Composition
The major problem with these exams is they do not accurately test or reflect the material taught in English 101 or 102.  For example, by taking the English Composition without Essay CLEP exam, a student can receive credit for Composition I without actually writing a single sentence.  In our actual Composition I course, in contrast, students are required to write 4,000 – 4,500 words worth of carefully planned and revised sentences.  By taking the Freshman College Composition CLEP exam, a student can receive credit for both English 101 and 102 without writing a single sentence or answering a question about literature.  In our actual Composition I and II courses, in contrast, students are required to write a total of 9,000 words and read a substantial amount of literature.
These CLEP exams obviously do not test the material taught in English 101 and 102.  Please let us know what we need to do to officially change the policy so we can stop accepting these exams for credit.
Thank you.

