SPANISH 319: INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH LINGUISTICS
Fall 2009     
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Dr. María Luz Valdez            
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Credits: 4
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Text: 

For purchase:

Azevedo, Milton. 2009. Introducción a la lingüística española. Upper Saddle River: Pearson. 

---------------------2009. Introducción a la lingüística española. Workbook.

---------------------2009.  Introducción a la lingüística española. Answer Key.

Course objectives
In this course students will gain a basic understanding of the field of study of linguistics. In order to understand language use we will devote attention to the study of the structure of language as well as to the way in which language is used in different social situations by different speakers.  We will refer to studies of Spanish in different Spanish speaking countries. We will also study language contact situations such as the situation of Spanish in the U.S.

Evaluation
Tests 
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Projects


16%
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9%
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9%

Proposal


5%

Final paper Oral presentation
12%

Final paper


20%

Final assessment activity
5%
Tests
In each of these, you will be evaluated on the assigned book readings and exercises. Refer to the syllabus for topics and readings.

Projects
These are short research projects in which students will interview Spanish speakers on a topic related to the content of the chapter. Students will turn in a written paper and also present the results of their findings to the class—obviously all in Spanish, both the papers and the presentations, and these will be graded both for content and the proper use of Spanish. These projects will consist of interviews in the Hispanic community. The projects will be graded on content, structure and presentation. Guidelines will be given in class.

Each project will be 3 pages long (see note on use of proper Spanish above. Please, be aware that your work will be graded accordingly.

Participation grade and student preparation
Students are expected to come to class prepared for discussions. This preparation entails that students read the assigned readings before class, complete their assignments and make contributions to discussions. Each week, there will be a number of assigned readings that ALL students are expected to read. These should be done critically BEFORE class and students should be prepared to join in the discussion. Students must write out their own outlines. This will make class discussion more dynamic and it will help students in their learning process.

There will be weekly assignments consisting of problems or exercises to be completed at home and brought to class for group discussion. These assignments will likely involve some informal observation of speech behavior around you, making annotations for analysis, and come to class prepared to share your findings.
The assignments in this course require students to use critical thinking in order to complete them successfully.  These exercises are in the form of comprehension questions, observations on how language is used in general or more specifically, in the Hispanic community. In some of the activities students need create a list of expressions that relate to the topic of the chapter; in others students need to interview Spanish speakers to find out how they use a certain feature. To complete their assignments students need to identify a problem, organize perceptions, use reasoning and evidence and so on. This will require more study time. Please, allow yourself enough study time to complete these assignments carefully and thoughtfully.

Attendance: 

Students are allowed 3 absences. Any subsequent absence will affect the students’ grade. Half a letter grade will be deducted for each subsequent absence.

Práctica 

Assigned exercises must be written out. Refer to the syllabus.
This enhanced course requires students to complete more Práctica exercises than in a 3-credit course. Please, be aware that your answers must show more elaboration and complexity than in courses you have taken before.

Activities

The exercises marked Act on the syllabus are to be completed at home and brought into class for class discussion.

There will be more activities exercises assigned than for a 3-credit course that you may have taken in the past 

Presentations
In groups of 3 or 4, students will present one of the chapters assigned in the syllabus. The aim of the presentation is to provide the class with a brief critical review of the reading and a summary, highlighting what you think (as a group) are the major points. You should feel free to enrich your presentation with material obtained through library searches. You must include examples to illustrate your explanations. The examples you include must be different from those discussed in class. Your presentation must include interpretation, reaction and evaluation of the chapter, rather than a mere restatement of the content (after all, everyone has already read the chapter and we have worked on it in class). A handout may be used to facilitate the presentation. A list of grading criteria will be given in class. 
Proposal
Students will write a proposal for their final research paper. Guidelines will be given in class. 

Final Paper
It will consist of a research project in which students will apply their knowledge of linguistics. The study will deal with a feature that presents variation among Spanish speakers. The research will include interviews. Guidelines will be given in class. 

In this course, you will be writing a carefully investigated, thought out and prepared, in-Spanish research paper at the level of a 300 level 4-credit course.  In this assignment you are expected to show your knowledge of the field of linguistics. The daily assignments for the course have allowed you to develop skills and acquire the necessary knowledge to carry out this project.

This paper will be of a length of 8-10 pages of text.  It must also be accompanied by, at a minimum, 10 sources from academic texts and journals.  The student must also turn in their recordings of the interviews conducted as part of the research for this project.  The paper also requires a first proposal, an edited second-edition proposal, and a pre-paper annotated bibliography, all of which must be discussed one-on-one with the instructor, prior to the student writing the first draft.  (And again, both the content of the paper and the quality of the Spanish with which it is written will be evaluated as part of the paper’s grade.) 

As suggested above, this project has several stages. The first assignment consists of writing a one-page proposal. Proposals are returned to the students with comments and a grade. The comments include questions that they need to address before meeting with me to discuss and develop detailed plans for moving forward with the project. Each student will meet with me to discuss his/her proposal and the implementation of their work. In multiple subsequent one-on-one meetings we will talk about your sources, research questions, questionnaires, methodology and any related issue that pertains to the topic. Due to the fact that every student will be researching a different topic, the application of the knowledge acquired in class into a research project, and the careful preparation of said project, requires these one-on-one discussions throughout the development and completion of the project.  Students who fail to attend these mentoring meetings with the instructor will receive a lower grade due to missing the meetings themselves, but beyond that, missing these sessions will almost certainly result in a lower-quality paper.

Further details concerning the structure of and expectations associated with the paper will be distributed to students and discussed with the class, as well as in the aforementioned one-on-one meetings, a bit later in the semester.

Homework

Workbook exercises indicated in the syllabus are to be completed at home. I will collect homework randomly throughout the semester. In order to receive a grade, the following criteria must be met: a) the exercises listed in the syllabus must be completed. After the exercises are completed, they should be corrected with a pen of a contrasting color (using your Answer Key); b) Please put your name at the top of all pages. c) if you write them on a separate sheet of paper, be sure to indicate the exercise and page numbers with clarity; d) STAPLE the pages. I will collect homework randomly. Please, be prepared to turn in your homework. No late homework will be collected.  Please, allow enough study time to complete your homework thoughtfully and on time.

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Refer to the SU Student Handbook.

Writing Across the Curriculum
This course supports the commitment of the university to providing opportunities for students to continue to develop their ability to express themselves clearly in writing. To learn to write well and correctly in a second language also helps to develop that capacity in English.  All writing assignments in this course are designed with this philosophy in mind

Statement about E-mail Usage

The University’s official mode of communication with students is your campus e-mail account (GroupWise).  ALL campus offices use this mode of communication.  Failure to read notices sent to your campus e-mail account is not an excuse for missing deadlines.
SYLLABUS
T= Textbook

W=Workbook
Act=Actividad in Textbook

P= Práctica
Setiembre
1
Introduction. 



3
Capítulo 2: Lenguaje, lengua y lingüística T 24-35; Act. 2.5, 2.6, 2.9




W:2.1, 2.2, 2.7



8
T 36-45;  Act 2.12 - 2.14, 2.16 ;  P: b,c,d,e,g




W: 2.5, 2.9

10
* Reading on reserve in the library:

*Winkler, Elizabeth Grace. 2008. Understanding language. 
Cornwall: Continuum, 62-75




Capítulo 3: Fonética: Los sonidos del habla T 47-58; Act.3.3 -3.6




W: 3.1-3.3



15
T 59-71



Act 3.5 - 3.10




W 3.4 - 3.9


17
T 71-74; 

P: a - f.  Proyecto 1: Reseña Crítica. 



Presentación de grupo


22
Test 1: Capítulos 2 y 3


24
Capítulo 4: Fonología: Los fonemas del español T 76-98; Act 4.1- 4.4




W 4.1, 4.2



29
T 99- 105; Act 4.5 - 4.7, 4.9;   P: a – g;  

* Reading on reserve in the library:


Silva-Corvalán, C. 2001. “La variable (s).” Sociolingüística y pragmática del español, 87-93. Washington D.C: Georgetown University Press. 




---------------------- “El yeísmo en Cobarrubias.”  Sociolingüística y pragmática del  español, 258-262. Washington D.C: Georgetown University Press.

October
1
Presentación de grupo; * Reading on reserve in the library:



*Winkler, Elizabeth Grace. 2008. Understanding language. Cornwall: Continuum, 82-90



W 4.3, 4.4, 4.6 - 4.9



6
Capítulo 5: Morfología: Forma y función de las palabras T 106-129, 

8
Library day



13
T 124-131 ; Act 5.1 -  5.9 




W 5.1, 5.2



15
Test 2: Capítulos 4 y 5.


20
Capítulo 6: Sintaxis I: La estructura de las oraciones T145-162;  




Act 6.1- 6.5,




W 6.1 - 6.3

22
T163-172;  Act 6.6 - 6.12, 6.14 ; 

* Reading on reserve in the library:


 Ocampo Francisco and Karol Klee. 1995. “Spanish OV/VO Word-Order Variation in Spanish-Quechua Bilingual Speakers.”  Spanish in Four Continents, ed. by Silva-Corvalán, C, 132-147.  Georgetown University Press.




W 6.4, 6.6 - 6.9



27
Proyecto 2: Entrevistar a un hablante de español y analizar 4 oraciones gramaticales y 4 agramaticales. Explicarlas




Capítulo 10: Variación social T 285-305



Act 10.3 (preparar argumentos en favor y en contra individualmente, Act 10.4 - 10.7,

29
T 305-315;  Act 10.8; P a-h; T329 C;


 * Readings on reserve in the library: 


Silva-Corvalán, C. 2001. “La variable expresión del sujeto.”  Sociolingüística y pragmática del español, 154-169. Washington D.C: Georgetown University Press.




 --------------------- 2001. “La variable orden de palabras.”  Sociolingüística y pragmática del español, 169-177. Washington D.C: Georgetown University Press.



W10.1 - 10.3

Noviembre 
3      Presentación de grupo ; Capítulo 12: El español en los Estados Unidos T346- 364;  Act 12.1 - 12.4, 


W 10.9



W 12.1 - 12.5, 



5
Test 3: Capítulos 6 y 10. T 364- 372

10
*Winkler, Elizabeth Grace. 2008. Understanding language. Cornwall: Continuum, 208-215.

Proyecto 3: T 313A: entreviste a cuatro hispanohablantes de diferentes países.



12
Act 12.5, T 392: P: a-k 




* Reading on reserve in the library: 



Roca, Ana. 2001. “El español en los Estados Unidos a principios del siglo XXI: Apuntes relativos a la investigación sobre la variedad de la lengua y la coexistencia con el inglés en las comunidades bilingües.” Teoría y Práctica del contacto: el español de America en el candelero, 193-211. Madrid: Iberoamericana.




W 12.7, 12.8, 



17
Presentación de grupo; 



W 12.9, 12.10.




*Reading on reserve in the library:

Goldman, Lorraine. 1986. Tex-Mex. Where Texas, Mexico, English & Spanish meet. English Today, 5, 23-26
Proyecto 4: T373 A,B,C,D 
19
Oral Presentation: report on final paper progress: library search, hypotheses and methodology.

24
Capítulo 9: Variación regional T250-258; Act 9.1, 9.2, 9.4





W: 9.1,

 

26
Thanksgiving Break
December 
1
T259-280; T 280-281 P a-j



Review of paper topics and questions



3
Oral Presentation: Report on findings from Final Paper
8 Test 4: Capítulos 12 y 9. 


10
 Final Paper due
14
Final Assessment Activity:
Class at 12:30 p.m. : Monday 14. Time: 10:45-1:15 
17
Final Assessment Activity:

Class at 2:00 p.m.  : Thursday 17. Time:  1:30 - 4:00

