
SPAN 310 Oral and Written Composition
Fall 2009




     
      Office: 384 HH

Dr. María Luz Valdez

                

      Office hours: T, H 4:05-4:40; W 2:00-3:15; 
Days: TH






4:00-5:35
Room: 127 DH




       Phone: (410) 677-0136

Credits: 4


      

      
       E-mail: mlvaldez@salisbury.edu

Required texts
Stiegler, Brian and Carmen Julia Jiménez. Hacia niveles avanzados: La composición por proceso y                                                                    en contexto. Boston:  Thomson Heinle, 2006.
Gac-Artigas, Priscilla and Gustavo Gac-Artigas. Directo al Grano. Prentice Hall, 2000.

Suggested: 501 Spanish Verbs
*Assigned readings
Course objectives
In this course students will continue developing their four skills: writing, reading, listening and speaking. Students will learn about the writing process by writing essays that will be edited and re-written several times. In addition to in-class editing and discussions on the writing process, the material of this course will be daily readings from the text. These readings include texts about the writing process, an introduction to Spanish as an academic discipline, and short narrative fiction. Speaking will be practiced through class discussion and oral presentations. Students will practice their listening skills through interactions in Spanish in class, as well as using the audio materials included in the textbook.

Evaluation
Compositions 


20% 

3 tests



15%

Participation


10%

2 in-class compositions
12%

Peer editing


10%

Skits



9%

2 Oral presentations

14%

Journals


5%

Final assessment activity
5%
Compositions
Students will write 5 essays during the course of the semester. An essential component to this course is the study and practice of the writing process.  Therefore, each essay will be edited and re-written several times.  Both as authors and as editors students will gain insights into the writing process and improve their own writing abilities.  

All drafts of the essays must be typed with a word processor and double-spaced.  The top left corner of the first page should include the author’s name, date, title of the paper, number of the draft, and the word count of the essay. 
These essays will be assessed not only on the final form of the final draft but also on the entire writing process.  Each essay will include the following process:  first draft, peer editing, final draft.  The final draft will be turned in to the instructor and must include the first draft with the peer editor comments stapled behind the final draft.  All peer editing must be done in class on the assigned days.  Peer editors may NOT correct mistakes; rather, they must identify and classify errors using the error symbols.  The essay will be evaluated based on the rubric. 
Peer-editing 

Students will have the opportunity to correct and advise another student’s composition. Each student will exchange his/her draft with another student and attempt to locate and correct errors in content, structure and grammar. 

In-class compositions
Topics will be assigned throughout the semester. In this assignment, students will practice  expressing their points of view and ideas on class related topics.

Participation and Preparation
Students are expected to come to class prepared and participate actively in classroom discussions and small group activities. Preparation includes reading the assigned textbook readings as well as articles, doing the homework and studying the grammar assigned. Grammar exercises will be graded indirectly through the different assignments. Refer to the rubrics below. There you will see that your grade for compositions and oral presentations has a grammar component. This grammar component is directly related to the study you will do on your own. You are expected to use these grammatical structures in all assignments and evaluations.
Exams

The exams may be a combination of essay, short answer, matching, multiple choice, or other assessment strategies.  The exams will cover the content of the Frente a la disciplina readings, the Composición: Introducción readings, the Frente a la composición escrita readings, and the Frente a la composición oral listenings, vocabulary, and grammar, as well as the grammar online exercises.
Oral Presentation
Each student will make two formal oral presentations.  The presentation will be 2-3 minutes long.  The process by which the presentations are written will be identical to that by which the essays are written. The presentation assignment will be subjected to the same editing process as the essays.  The entire assessment, however, will be based on the quality of the presentation as defined in the rubric.  The written component will not be separately assessed.
Skits
Instructions will be given in class. Students will apply the knowledge of the structures and contents practiced in class to create a skit. They will be presented in class.

Journals
By the end of the first week of classes each student must purchase an examination “blue book.”  This “blue book” will be used for the Diario de reflexiones section of the text throughout the semester.  The diary is designed to provide the students with an opportunity for free writing outside the constraints of the writing process, grades for language and structure, and assigned topics.  All that matters is the students’ efforts to seriously reflect on and then write about a reading discussed in class.  The Diario de reflexiones will be assessed only one time at the conclusion of the course. Five journals will be required.
Final assessment activity

Students will use the knowledge they acquired during the semester in this final writing activity. Guidelines will be given in class.

Attendance
Students are allowed 3 absences. Any subsequent absence will affect the students’ grade. Half a letter grade will be deducted for each subsequent absence. No late work will be collected.
Academic dishonesty
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for further details.

Writing Across the Curriculum
This course supports the commitment of the university to providing opportunities for students to continue to develop their ability to express themselves clearly in writing. To learn to write well and correctly in a second language also helps to develop that capacity in English.  All writing assignments in this course are designed with this philosophy in mind.
Statement about E-mail Usage
The University’s official mode of communication with students is your campus e-mail account (GroupWise).  ALL campus offices use this mode of communication.  Failure to read notices sent to your campus e-mail account is not an excuse for missing deadlines. Students are expected to check their e-mail daily. 
RUBRIC: 

Essays:

	
	Vocabulario   
	Verbos
	Otra gramática
	Contenido
	Acentos escritos     


	Excelente
	25 
	25
	20
	20
	10


	Muy bueno
	22
	22
	18
	18
	9


	Bueno
	20
	20
	16
	16
	8


	Aceptable
	18
	18
	14
	14
	7


	Apenas

Aceptable
	15
	15
	12
	12
	6


	Pobre
	13
	13
	10
	10
	5


	Muy pobre
	10
	10
	8
	8
	4


	Deficiente
	7
	7
	6
	6
	3


	No existente
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


 

Oral presentations:

	
	Lenguaje

(Vocabulario, verbos,  Gramática)
	 Pronunciación (vocales,          consonantes)   
	Estilo

(Voz fuerte,
contacto de ojo, Inflexión de voz)
	  Contenido 
 




	Excelente
	25 
	25
	25
	25


	Muy bueno
	22
	22
	22
	22


	Bueno
	20
	20
	20
	20


	Aceptable
	18
	18
	18
	18


	Apenas

Aceptable
	15
	15
	15
	15


	Pobre
	13
	13
	13
	13


	Muy pobre
	10
	10
	10
	10


	Deficiente
	7
	7
	7
	7


	No existente
	0
	0
	0
	0
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SYLLABUS (subject to change)





T= Textbook

DG= Directo al Grano
Setiembre
1
Introducción. 



3
T 2-4; 1.1; 1.2; 1.3 #1,2,3,7; T6-8; 1.4; T9 Diario de reflexiones


8
T 10-11 Composición: La descripción; 1.5, Paso 1, 1.6, Paso 2: escribir el bosquejo.T 12: Ser versus estar,  Ejercicios del texto; DG 94-100
10
T 13-16, Paso 4; T 17 Paso 4 discusión; grammar study online, grammar exercises
15
T18-25 hasta1.12; T 26-28; 

T 18 Consultorio gramatical; Ejercicios del texto; DG 13-18  Adjectives
17
Entregar el primer borrador Composición 1; grammar study online, grammar exercises. Revisar libro de texto, notas y DG para el examen.
22
Prueba Capítulo 1;  Diálogo en clase. 
24
Entregar la versión final de la Composición 1. 



T 58-66; 
29 T 67 Diario de reflexiones; T 67 -69; T 70 Paso 1. El tema de la composición será anunciado en clase. Deberán usar por lo menos 2 fuentes de información para su composición. T 71- 74; T76-84 



 DG 46-52 Indicative;  grammar study online, grammar exercises
Octubre
1       Entregar el primer borrador Composición 2. DG 33-39 Personal and                         Object  Pronouns

6
Prueba Capítulo 3.  DG 107-111 Prepositions, a, en

grammar study online, grammar exercises
8 Video

13      Presentación Oral Composición 2: Reportaje sobre la diversidad
15
T 97-102; T 103-105. 
20
Composición en clase 1.  DG 57-61 Preterit vs. Imperfect: estudiar las conjugaciones regulares e irregulares
22
Skits. T 105 Paso 5-106. T 107-109: 4.9; 
27
DG 62-66 Preterit vs. Imperfect: usos. T 100 Pretérito e imperfecto ,   Ejercicios del texto. grammar study online, grammar exercises.    

29      DG 66 The Past Progressive; DG 67 The Past Perfect;. T 109-114; T115         Diario de Reflexiones.Ejercicios de tarea. 
Noviembre
3
Entregar el primer borrador Composición 3. DG 67-72 The Future tense and the Conditional; grammar study online, grammar exercises


5
DG 79-85 The Subjunctive, estudiar las conjugaciones verbales; *assigned reading on methodology; grammar study online, grammar exercises. 


10
 T118- 121; T121: 5.3 elije 3 preguntas y respóndelas; *assigned reading                                     
  on methodology. DG 73-76 The Subjunctive in noun clauses
12
T 122-130 incluyendo 5.6; T 126 Diario de reflexiones


Traer en una hoja a máquina las preguntas que usarán en su entrevista; 
17
Ejercicios: The Subjunctive in noun clauses. DG: 75-76 The subjunctive in adjective clauses; T 130 El Subjuntivo, Ejercicios del texto
19
DG 77-78 The Subjunctive in impersonal expressions and adverb clauses; T131-133; Entregar el primer borrador Composición 4.


24
Skits 

T138-150; ejercicios del subjuntivo
26 Thanksgiving Break

Diciembre
1
Composición en clase 2.. T 135-137 Ejercicios de subjuntivo; grammar study             online, grammar exercises; T151-153


3
T155 Diario de reflexiones; grammar study online, grammar exercises
Entregar la versión final Composición 4. T 164-169. Tema para la                         composición 5: la argumentación


8
Entregar el primer borrador Composición 5; grammar study online, grammar exercises
10
Presentaciones orales.  Entregar diarios.
18
Final assessment activity 4:15p.m - 6:45p.m.
